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VALE LEN CALNEGGIA 
Shire of Wagin  

The Shire recognises the passing of former 

CEO Len Calneggia. Mr Calneggia  was CEO 

from 2009 through 2013 and embraced the 

role with community mindedness and 

boundless energy.  

During Mr Calneggiaõs tenure there were 

significant upgrades to the Shireõs pool 

including construction of the leisure pool for 

our youngest swimmers, upgrades to the 

airstrip and construction of the skate park.  

After leaving the Shire Mr Calneggia remained  

as an active contributor to WA volunteering 

through his membership of the Rosa Brook 

Bush Fire Service in Margaret River.  

The Shire extends its sincere condolences to 

Mr Calneggiaõs family and friends. 

MEGAN HENRY AWARDED FOR 

COACHING EXCELLENCE 
Tennis West I Wagin CRC  

Regional tennis coach Megan Henry has won  

the Arthur Marshall Coaching Excellence 

Award for a second year in a row, at the 

2026 Tennis West Awards Night on 29 th May 

at Optus Stadium.  

There were 78 statewide nominations across 

14 categories, with Megan of Dumbleyung 

Tennis Club being nominated for the 

Coaching Excellence Award a second time 

after having been the first woman ever to 

receive it last year.  

Tennis West congratulated Megan and 

thanked her for all she does for tennis.  

Co mments  on page  38. 
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The Wagin Wool Press  is not-for-profit and is produced  locally by the staff of  Wagin CRC. 

For sale every second Friday at : 

Wagin FoodWorks , IGA Local Grocer Wagin,  Domõs Deli and Caltex  Wagin . 

Digital edition : emailed to Wagin CRC member s. 

Postal subscription : available  from Wagin CRC.  

Back issues : visit wagincrc.net.au . 

ISSN: 2206-3633 

CONTACT US 

Contact Wagin CRC t o contribute , advertise or find out more about the content within : 

(  9861 1644   46-48 Tudhoe St Wagin WA 6315    Mon -Fri 9am -4pm  

*  news@wagincrc.net.au   *  admin@wagincrc.net.au  

Manager : Jasmine Watson | Editor: Zach Rayne  

Bookkeeper : Darcey Ward | Trainees: Pam Mae Liu, Riley Mangalavite  

Wagin CRC is supported  by a volunteer management committee:  

Chairperson : Julie Mangalavite  | Vice Chair : Vacant  

Secretary : Glenys Ball  | Treasurer: Kathy Wilkinson  | Shire Rep: Jason Reed  

Committee : Shelley Benck,  Jo Kellow , Ellie Roberts, Lyn Smith 

 

How do I use the QR codes?  Scan them with your smartphoneõs camera app or  

QR code tool . In the digital Wool Press, just tap or click QR codes, ads and links. 

Qr code

Description automatically generated

10 YEARS OF THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS 

òI look forward to itó, said 96-year -old Wagin stalwart  Maurie Becker today, speaking 

about the Wool Press. òEspecially the footy stories by Sandra Moffatt. People have told 

me theyõre not interested in footy but the way she writes her stories is the reason they 

read the footy notes.ó 

Maurie also expressed his appreciation for the other stories submitted to the Wool Press 

and encouraged local  community  members  to have a go at writing  their own . 

WAGIN CRC CALENDAR 

o Wagin Walking Group     Tuesdays       9am   Free 

o Camera Club          Monday 15th June   7pm   Free 

o CRC Committee Meeting    Thursday 9 th July   5pm   Free 

https://www.wagincrc.com/read-the-wagin-wool-press.html
mailto:news@wagincrc.net.au
mailto:admin@wagincrc.net.au
http://www.wagincrc.com/
https://www.wagincrc.com/
http://www.wagincrc.com
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https://www.facebook.com/wagincwa
https://www.trybooking.com/DLCSY?qr=true
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/accidental-counsellor-wagin-tickets-1989269925898?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.facebook.com/wagintrottingclub
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https://www.wagin.wa.gov.au/news/have-your-say-on-the-next-strategic-community-plan/10244
https://book.roommanager.com.au/wagin-caravan-park-rv-areas/accommodation/149566
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https://book.roommanager.com.au/wagin-caravan-park-rv-areas/accommodation/149566
https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/hazard-information/bushfire/prepare
https://www.wagin.wa.gov.au/news/have-your-say-on-the-next-strategic-community-plan/10244
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https://cooperativecarewagin.org.au/
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 WAGIN WEATHER FORECAST 

Reproduced with the permission of the Bureau of Meteorology   

Fri 12th  Sat 13th Sun 14th Mon 15th Tue 16th Wed 17th Thu 18th 

       

13°/ 6° 15°/ 1° 16°/ 6° 13°/ 4° 12°/ 2° 13°/ 2° 14°/ 3° 

10% 10% 100% 4-10mm  50% 0-1mm  40% 0-1mm  30% 0-1mm  30% 0-1mm  

 

 VFRSõ MAY TRAINING NIGHT 

Kayla Lloyd, Wagin Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service  

The cold weather didnõt stop the Wagin VFRS crew from training last month!  

Down at the back of Captain Forrestõs workshop, they got to work dismantling a car. This 

was a good opportunity to have a play with different ways to cut into a wreck and extract 

a patient.  

Thanks to all who attended!
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https://artsnarrogin.com.au/whatson/


THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS COMMUNITY NEWS FRIDAY 12TH JUNE 2026 

9 

 WA GOVERNMENT UPDATES 
 

 NEW FIGURES SHOW DRIVER BEHAVIOUR CHANGE FROM SAFETY CAMERAS 
WA Government  

The Cook Labor Government's safety cameras have proven to be extremely effective with 

new statistics revealing driver and passenger behaviour has dramatically changed.  

Since the safety cameras were rolled out in February 2025, seatbelt offences have dropped 

by 85 per cent, mobile phone offences have dropped by 88 per cent, and speeding has 

improved, falling by 51 per cent.  

There has also been a 59 per cent improvement in seatbelt and mobile phone offending 

within the first month after enforcement commenced in October 2025.  

These new figures show a significant change in driver behaviour in a relatively short period 

of time, providing new insights into driver and passenger behaviour, that has never been 

able to be captured at scale before.  

òThe results from these safety cameras so far are clear ð they're saving lives and changing 

behaviour, strengthening our government's commitment to keeping our State's growing 

community safe ó, said Police and Road Safety Minister Reece Whitby . 

òBut I am stunned by the activities captured through these safety cameras from a small 

proportion of drivers who still bare no regard for safety.  

òIt's obvious some drivers treat their car like a loungeroom ð your vehicle is absolutely not a 

couch where drivers and passengers can sit back, relax, put your feet up, and have a drink.ó 

Since enforcement started on 8 th October 2025, 243,382 seatbelt, mobile phone, and speeding  

offences have been detected, while 60,200 seatbelt infringements have been issued.  

The new safety cameras have been operating since 8 th October following an eight -month 

warning period, which included caution notices and education campaigns before the 

cameras went live to allow the community time to adjust and understand these safety 

cameras are designed to save lives.  

 'ASK FOR ANGELA' SAFER VENUES CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED IN REGIONAL WA 
WA Government  

After a successful launch earlier this year in the metro Protected Entertainment Precincts 

(PEPs), the Cook Labor Government has today rolled out the internationally recognised 'Ask 

for Angela' initiative in regional areas.  

'Ask for Angela' was launched in partnership with key industry organisations in Perth's five 

PEPs (Perth/Northbridge, Hillarys, Fremantle, Mandurah, and Scarborough) in January.  

The campaign is named after Angela Crompton, who was killed by her husband in 2012 in 

the United Kingdom . It has since been rolled out around the world and in other Australian 

jurisdictions.  

The idea is simple, but effective: patrons who are feeling unsafe at a licensed venue are 

encouraged to ask a staff member, 'Can I speak to Angela?' The staff member will know to 

discreetly help them out of the situation by moving to a safe space within th e venue, 

arranging transport home, or by calling police or emergency services if required.  

òAfter the success of 'Ask for Angela' in our city's Protected Entertainment Precincts earlier 

this year, I'm pleased to see this campaign rolled out State -wide ó, said Racing and Gaming 

Minister Paul Papalia . 
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òEveryone deserves to feel safe on a night out. The 'Ask for Angela' campaign is a proven 

safety initiative, driven by a practical and common -sense approach that is easy for a range 

of venues to implement.  

òWe want to make sure everyone who visits WA's pubs and clubs, including tourists, has 

safety options by encouraging everyone to look out for one another and share the 

responsibility of creating safer venues. ó 

 GOVERNMENT PROVIDES STRONGER SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC TRUSTEE CLIENTS 
WA Government  

The Cook Labor Government is delivering more transparent fees and stronger support for 

at -risk Western Australians who rely on the Public Trustee as their administrator, including people  

with dementia and head injuries, while ensuring the service remains sustainable and responsive.  

As part of the 2026 -27 State Budget, the government will extend existing Public Trustee fee 

relief for a further 12 months to 30 th June 2027.  

The government has also approved a revised Public Trustee fee model, to commence from 

1st July 2027, following an independent review of fees and operating costs.  

òThe Public Trustee plays a key role supporting Western Australians who are unable to 

manage their own financial and legal matters ó, commented Attorney General Dr Tony Buti . 

òThis Budget continues fee relief for clients while locking in a long -term fee model that 

establishes simpler, transparent fees for Represented Persons and trust clients.  

òOur approach strikes the right balance between supporting at -risk people and ensuring 

the Public Trustee remains sustainable into the future.  

òIõd like to thank the members of the Public Trustee Advisory Board, who are senior 

government officers and independent members, for providing their strategic and robust 

oversight of the development of the revised fee model. ó 

The revised model is simpler and will improve fairness and transparency, with fees aligned 

to the cost of delivering individual services which provides stronger protections for at -risk people.  

Under the revised model, fees for clients ð particularly those with lower -value trusts or limited 

financial capacity ð will be significantly reduced or fully rebated. Clients with substantial 

assets or trusts will pay fees that are cost -reflective and commensurate with the scale and 

complexity of the services they receive.  

Under the revised arrangements for people represented by the Public Trustee and trust clients:  

o clients with less than $5,000 in liquid assets will continue to pay no fees;  

o fees for eligible clients will be capped at 5 per cent of total assets; and  

o the minimum monthly fee previously charged to some clients remains abolished.  

òThe Public Trustee welcomes the outcome of the most significant, independent review 

ever carried out of the Public Trustee's fees and funding model and operating costs ó, said 

the Public Trustee Brian Roche . 

òThe review has delivered a new funding model which is based on a contemporary, 

evidence -based assessment of the cost of delivering individual services.  

òThe changes to the Public Trustee's fee structure from 1 st July 2027 will greatly benefit the 

most at risk in our community and improve transparency and equity for Public Trustee clients.ó 

Information about fee changes will be communicated by the Public Trustee well ahead of 

implementation.  

To support improved service delivery, the Budget also includes funding for an additional 43 

permanent staff at the Public Trustee to meet growing demand.
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 APP UPGRADE SUPPORTS PRIMARY INDUSTRIES & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
WA Government  

The Cook Labor Government has delivered a significant upgrade of a valuable weather 

decision -making tool to boost Western Australia's primary industries businesses, as well as 

emergency services.  

The Weather Stations app has been revitalised, with improved functionality, data analysis, 

device sharing, and alerts now available across all mobile device platforms.  

Content from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development's (DPIRD) 

popular Weather Stations webpage is now captured on the app, plus a host of additional 

features.  

The refresh includes a map of 191 weather stations across Western Australia with real -time 

weather data, including temperature, humidity, rainfall, wind speed and direction, soil 

temperature, dew point, and more.  

Radar imagery can now be overlaid on the interactive map, which will be particularly useful 

for landholders to inform sowing, spraying and harvest decisions, as well as livestock 

management.  

The dashboard from the online version is now included on the app, which can be 

customised and synchronised across devices.  

Historical information can be downloaded via the dashboard, according to minute, hourly, 

daily, monthly, and yearly requirements ð either as a table or a chart.  

The Weather Stations app is also valuable tool for emergency services to use in the event 

of a fire, storm, or cyclone, as well as consultants, scientists, and the community.  

The easy-to -use app incorporates 'how to' videos and tips to help users get the most of out 

of the free digital resource.  

òThis upgraded Weather Stations app will provide fast, reliable, location -specific weather 

intelligence from across Western Australia ó, said Agriculture and Food Minister Jackie Jarvis . 

òThe valuable information delivered by the app will help users to act sooner, plan with more 

confidence, and rely on a single trusted source for weather insights ð all from the palm of 

their hands.  

òI encourage everyone to check out the new version of the app and see how it can benefit 

you and your business.  

òThis initiative demonstrates how the Cook Labor Government is making diverse investments 

to back our primary industries and create practical tools that support business productivity 

and community resilience across the State. ó 

The DPIRD Weather Stations app can be download on Apple and Android devices.  

For more information on the app, the Weather Stations online 

resource, and climate tools, visit  dpird.wa.gov.au/weather  or use 

this QR code.

http://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/weather
https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/weather
https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/weather
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https://www.facebook.com/PeterRundleRoe/
https://www.sammyit.com.au/
mailto:ward_contracting@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/waginchamber
https://www.facebook.com/waginpanel/
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 FUEL & FERTILISER DEEP RIPPING DECISIONS AIDED BY NEW CALCULATOR 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development  

A new online tool is available to assist grain growers make informed decisions about the 

cost of investing in deep ripping to boost 

paddock nitrogen efficiency in the face of 

fertiliser and fuel challenges.  

The EasyDiesel Calculator was developed by 

the Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development (DPIRD) with co -

investment from the Grains Research and 

Development Corporation as part of the Soil 

Water and Nutrition (SWAN) strategic 

collaboration.  

DPIRD principal research scientist Wayne 

Parker said the easy -to -use tool would help 

growers understand the likely return from 

deep ripping.  

òDeep ripping ahead of sowing canola and wheat crops have shown to produce some 

really good yield responses, in addition to driving water use efficienciesó, he said.  

òThe EasyDiesel Calculator is a flexible tool to help growers put the fuel price into context 

and prioritise paddocks where they will get the highest return before spending any money.ó  

Growers can choose for a ôquickõ or ôfullõ analysis from the calculator by adjusting the fuel 

price, grain price and expected yield response to determine the break event point and 

assess whether deep ripping is a worthwhile investment.  

The tool is designed for first year yield responses, helping growers to make practical in -

season decisions about where to allocate limited fuel and optimise profitability in 2026.  

Mr Parker said it was important to note that the fuel cost increase corresponded to depth 

when deep ripping.  

òAs a rough rule of thumb, double the depth, double the fuel use per hectareó, he said.   

òWith the cost of deep ripping running between $80 to $90 per hectare, the challenge is to 

make the most of every drop of diesel.ó 

With recent rainfall in some areas, soil profile conditions are suitable for deep ripping to 450 

to 550 millimetres to break the compaction layer ð allowing roots to access  moisture and 

nutrients ð increasing nitrogen uptake efficiency.  

DPIRD research shows average nitrogen uptake efficiency increases of 65 per cent in deep 

ripped conditions compared to nil ripping.  

òBy accessing mineralised nitrogen from crop remnant, growers may be able to re-assess 

fertiliser inputs ð dependant on soil type and weather conditionsó, Mr Parker said.  

òGrowers considering deep ripping as part of a nitrogen fertiliser strategy are encouraged 

to discuss plans with their agronomist and fertiliser representative.ó  

DPIRD principal research scientist Wayne 

Parker has encouraged grain growers to use 

the EasyDiesel calculator to inform deep 

ripping decisions.  
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To learn more about the EasyDiesel calculator and deep ripping to access soil 

nitrogen listen to the DPIRDõs Grains Convo podcast, available on 

Spotify and iTunes or the  department website  via this QR code . 

The free EasyDiesel Calculator is available on the  SoilsWest Soil 

Quality Knowledgebase webpage  via this QR code .  

 FEED365 PROJECT DELIVERS YEAR-ROUND FEED OPTIONS TO BUILD 

 BUSINESS RESILIENCE AND PROFITABILITY 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development  

Research has revealed the optimal combination of forage species to establish a year -

round feed supply for sheep and cattle ð helping livestock producers improve carrying 

capacity, cut supplementary feeding costs and boost margins.  

The five -year FEED365 research project, led by the Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development (DPIRD) with co -investment from Meat and Livestock Australia 

(MLA), will assist producers to build climate and business resilience.  

Four suitable forage systems were identified, after evaluating 49 forage mixtures, including 

annual and perennial grasses, legumes and herbs, winter and summer crops and shrubs.  

The optimal combination was comprised of strategically grazing crops and perennial and annual  

pastures ð providing sufficient feed for 12 months, without the need for supplementary feeding.   

The strategy increased carrying capacity from the typical nine dry sheep equivalent per 

hectare during winter and spring ð requiring supplementary feeding and available crop 

stubbles over summer and autumn ð to 10 DSE/ha all year round, without the need fo r 

additional feed.  

DPIRD research scientist Daniel Real said the research 

would assist producers to align forage supplies with 

livestock nutrition requirements, reducing feed gaps 

during high -risk periods of the year.  

òThe recommended sequence involved grazing a 

green cereal crop for three to four weeks in June and 

July, depending on rainfall, then a mixture of annual 

forages from August to Octoberó, Dr Real said.  

òThis was followed by perennial pasture mixtures from 

November to mid -December, an unharvested cereal 

crop from mid -December to April and finishing the 

cycle by grazing the same perennial pasture mixtures 

again in April to May.  

òThe system was comprised of an awnless triticale dry standing crop (34.7 per cent), tall 

wheatgrass and subclover (30.4pc), lucerne and cocksfoot (24.8pc) and a forage brassica -

triticale -cereal rye mixture (10pc).  

òSpecies components may change according to soil type and location but the principal of 

integrating a range of annual and perennial pastures with grazed cereal crops should hold -up.   

DPIRDõs collaborative FEED365 

project has identified the optimal 

combination of forage species for 

year -round livestock feed, without 

the need for supplementary 

feeding.  

https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/about-us/newsletters/grains-convo/
https://soilqualityknowledgebase.org.au/resources/easy-diesel-calculator/
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òThis approach reduces seasonal feed gaps, supports consistent animal performance 

across key production phases and lowers reliance on grain and conserved fodder during 

high -cost  feeding periods.ó 

The research drew on field trials at DPIRDõs Katanning Research Station and six grower 

group demonstration sites.   

The sites were hosted by the Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group, Stirlings to 

Coast Farmers, WA Regenerative Livestock Producers,  the West Midlands Group, ASHEEP & 

BEEF and the Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone.   

The field trials at Katanning Research Station were grazed by Merino sheep, which were 

assessed for weight and condition score responses to the available feed, to determine the 

value of the forage systems.  

òThese outcomes enhance business resilience to seasonal variability and drought, while 

supporting improved pasture conditionó, Dr Real said.  

òAt an industry level, Feed365 contributes to building a more robust feedbase system, 

providing strategies for consistent feed supplies and offering alternatives to help producers 

adapt to the ever -changing  operating environment.ó 

MLA Project Manager ð Adoption Southern and Western Production Systems, Mitchell 

Plumbe, said the FEED365 project had delivered practical insights that would help 

producers strengthen their feedbase and business resilience.  

òFEED365 has generated valuable, systems-based evidence that helps producers better 

align forage supply with livestock demand across the yearó, Mr Plumbe said.  

òThese findings provide a clearer blueprint for building more reliable, productive feedbase 

systems that can lift carrying capacity, reduce reliance on supplementary feeding and 

improve whole -farm profitability.  

òImportantly, the project offers producers flexible principles they can adapt to their own 

environments, supporting more confident decision -making in the face of seasonal 

variability.ó 

For more information on the FEED365 project visit the  SheepLinks Program 

page  on the DPIRD website  via this QR code .  

 MANAGE EWE NUTRITION TO REDUCE DISEASE RISK 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development  

Western Australian sheep producers are encouraged to take early, preventative action to 

reduce the risk of pregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia during winter.  

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) field veterinary officer 

Izzy Drage said variable seasonal conditions could result in inconsistent pasture growth and 

declining feed quality at a time when ewe nutritional demand is rising r apidly.  

òPregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia are important metabolic diseases that affect 

lambing ewe flocks and may present with similar nervous system signs, such as dullness, 

separation from the mob, weakness and deathó, Dr Drage said.  

https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/research/research-areas/Livestock-research-development-programs/sheeplinks-program/
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òDespite having different causes and treatment requirements, both diseases are best 

managed through prevention and early planning.  

òLate pregnancy is when ewes are least able to tolerate even small drops in energy or 

mineral intake.  

òThis season the risk of short feed gaps or reduced feed quality is higher due to variable or 

below Ȥaverage rainfall delaying pasture growth and creating inconsistency in feed supply, 

and that õs when pregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia are most likely to occur. ó  

Dr Drage said pregnancy scanning remains 

one of the most effective tools for disease 

prevention, allowing producers to identify 

highȤrisk mobs and manage them 

accordingly.  

òKnowing which ewes are carrying twins or 

triplets means nutrition can be targeted 

where it is needed mostó, she said.  

òMultipleȤbearing ewes have much higher 

requirements and are the first to be 

affected if feed supply or quality falls 

behind demand. ó 

Maintaining consistent supplementary feeding through late pregnancy is also critical.  

òConsistency matters just as much as what is being fedó, Dr Drage said. òInterruptions to 

feeding, short periods of feed or sudden diet changes can rapidly increase the risk of 

metabolic disease, particularly in multiple Ȥbearing ewes. ó 

Stress management is another key factor in prevention.  

òMinimising yarding, mustering, and time off feed in the final three to four weeks before 

lambing can make a significant differenceó, Dr Drage said.  

While prevention is the priority, Dr Drage reminded producers that nervous system signs 

associated with pregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia can resemble those seen with 

emergency animal diseases (EADs).  

òAny unusual neurological signs, abnormal behaviour or unexpected deaths should be 

investigated promptlyó, she said.  

òEarly reporting supports Australiaõs disease surveillance systems and plays an important 

role in protecting market access for livestock and livestock products.ó 

Veterinary investigations may be eligible for subsidy under DPIRDõs Significant 

Disease Investigation (SDI) program, and producers are encouraged to contact 

their private veterinarian or local DPIRD field vet  [QR code]  if concerns arise.  

If an exotic animal disease is suspected, producers should immediately contact their 

veterinarian or call the EAD hotline on 1800 675 888. 

Further information about pregnancy toxaemia and hypocalcaemia is 

available at the DPIRD website via this QR code.  

https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/about-us/contact-us/DPIRD-field-vet-contacts/
https://www.dpird.wa.gov.au/pregtox-hypocal
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https://www.stjohnwa.com.au/first-aid-training/first-aid-courses
mailto:admin@volt-air.com.au
https://events.humanitix.com/mapping-ancestors-and-writing-women-back-into-family-history?hxchl=hex-qrc&hxref=evt
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/qr_code/XFSHCQX
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mailto:wwlzprojects@outlook.com

