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CELEBRATION AND CITIZENSHIP ON AUSTRALIA DAY
By Donna George
The Shire was fortunate enough to receive grant funding from
Auspire to add to the usual Australia Day Breakfast event at the
Wetlands Park, and once again it was a fantastic celebration.
The breakfast ran as other years, with local community groups
arranging the fare and everyone filling their plates or heading
to the BBQs to cook their own.
Then followed the speeches and presentations facilitated by
the Deputy Shire President, Greg Ball. He invited our special
guest, Australia Day Ambassador and Paralympian Priya
Cooper OAM, to tell us all about her dreams to become a
ballerina and how that resulted in her winning nine paralympic
gold medals as well as world records and world championships.
Priya was a fascinating speaker who kept us all riveted to our
seats.
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Councillor Ball then introduced the Community Citizen of
the Year Award winners. Coral Davies was awarded
Citizen of the Year, and Maurice Becker was the recipient
of Senior Citizen of the Year. Both are extremely deserving
winners, who were congratulated and thanked for their
many years of service to the community.
We were then able to present Department of Fire and
Emergency Services medals to three members of the
community who attended the 2019/2020 fires over east.
These were awarded to Ty Cook, Lyn Lucas and Chris
Norwell. Their commitment to supporting the communities
who suffer in the event of a fire is commendable.
The event featured the great honour of accepting the
Australian citizenship pledge from two new Australian
citizens. David and Stephen are welcomed to Wagin and
will be valuable members of the community.
The celebrations then kicked off with
Evan Ayres and the Swing Kings
entertaining us past midday. Their
performance was fantastic with a good
crowd staying to enjoy the swinging
vibes of a very talented group of
musicians. There were also sideshow
rides on site to occupy the kids while the
adults enjoyed the music.
A mural which had been created over
the three days leading up to Australia
day was completed at the event by all
the local kids who wanted to
participate and contribute to the fantastic artwork of Sharon Peterkin.
We wound up the day with lunch for everyone, followed by free entry into the pool.
The Shire would like to thank
everyone who participated
and supported the Australia
Day celebrations. We hope
to see you all again at our
next event.
Front page, top right:
Coral Davies.
Front page, bottom right:
Maurie Becker.
Second page, middle:
Evan Ayres and the Swing
Kings.
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WAGIN CRC EMAILS
GENERAL: admin@wagincrc.net.au
WOOL PRESS: news@wagincrc.net.au
BOOKKEEPER: bookkeeperwagincrc.net.au

JASMINE WATSON: jasmine@wagincrc.net.au
ZACHARY RAYNE: zachary@wagincrc.net.au

UPCOMING WAGIN CRC EVENTS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS:
• Wellbeing Workshops | Thursdays 10th & 17th February | 6pm–7.30pm | FREE
• Raw Food Classes | Saturday 19th February | 10am–3pm | $50–$80
• Smocking & Embroidery Classes | Tuesdays 15th February onward | 10am–12pm | $90
• eSafety ‘Be Smart Be Safe’ Presentation | Tuesday 1st March | 10.30–12pm | FREE
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL: Please call us on 9861 1644 to register or enquire.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR TRAINING COURSES
We are looking at bringing more fantastic courses to our community at the CRC in 2022.
We are currently looking into running a Barista Course, Smocking and Embroidery Course,
Be Connected IT Course, Canva Course, Auschem Skillset, Forklift Ticket, Heavy Vehicle
Pilots Licence, Skippers Ticket, Snake Handling Course and Truck Licence again this year.
We are already just a few numbers short of running several of these! If you are keen to get
on board with any of these courses, please contact us to register your interest.

WAGIN COMMUNITY GIFT VOUCHER PROGRAM
What better gift to give that special someone in your life, that hard-working employee or a
lucky competition winner than a gift voucher that can be used in multiple local businesses?
Now with seventeen participating businesses and hopefully more in the future, there is a
great range of local businesses to choose from when spending your voucher!
Wagin Community Gift Vouchers are for sale at the Wagin CRC, from Monday to Friday,
9am to 4pm. If you are a local business who would like to sign up, please contact us on
9861 1644 or via email at admin@wagincrc.net.au for an information pack.

SENIORS SAFETY & SECURITY REBATE
WA Seniors Card holders are entitled to a $400 rebate on the purchase of eligible home
security and safety items. Visit seniorscard.wa.gov.au to download an application form or
pop in to see us at the CRC and we would be happy to help.

WATER WISE SHOWER HEAD SWAP PROGRAM
The Wagin CRC previously partnered with the Water Corporation as a Shower Head Swap
location. We still have a limited number of the SOLUS MK-3 and BERMUDA fixed high rise
shower heads left for exchange. Head down to the CRC with your water bill to exchange
up to two of your existing shower heads for new water efficient models. This offer will only
continue to be available while our limited stocks last, swap yours before it’s too late!

BREAD TAGS FOR WHEEL CHAIRS
Please save your bread tags to go to ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au. This is a charity
that raises funds to buy wheelchairs for the disadvantaged. Please drop any bread tags
you have to us at the Wagin CRC.

3

THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS

CRC UPDATE

THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2022

BOTTLE TOP MURAL REFURBISHMENT
Soon a collection of colourful bottle top murals will be on display in our community garden.
You might have enjoyed seeing them before. For one of our 2018 school holiday projects
we gave local children some wooden boards and a mountain of bottle tops. They created
an eye-popping series of murals themed around the concept of recycling. Dubbed the
‘recycling mural project’, this creative activity got the kids to take recycling into their own
hands and show what could be done with old plastics from home. They also succeeded in
creating a lasting message with their murals, that recycling is fun and something the Wagin
community cares about.

We were swimming in bottle caps at the Wagin CRC in January. The murals had lost a lot
of their pieces, so we put out a call for help. Countless donations later, we had all the lids
we could need and more. On Thursday the 13th we had the help of nine local children who
to repair what had become incomplete jigsaw puzzles. It was sticky fun as we puzzled out
where to glue the pieces and made some creative additions.
The refurbished murals will be on full display again later
in February. We invite you to take a walk through our
community garden, or to stop there with your lunch from
Dom’s Deli. You can spot a couple more creative
additions that reflect community values our Community
Resource Centre is passionate about. A hidden one is
volunteering. The garden is kindly maintained by
volunteers such as Alan.
Thank you to the children for taking on the responsibility
of looking after the work of others who came before
them. And Kathy Wilkinson for ensuring we didn’t all get
covered in glue! The All Good Refund Depot and many
community members made this possible with their
helpful donations of bottle caps. James’ and Geoff’s
technical advice at Alexander Galt Wagin is very
appreciated. And finally, thanks Jeremy Diver for his
ongoing help reinstalling the murals, especially when he
had to drop everything to answer an emergency call for
the State Emergency Service.
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CHILDREN’S PAINTING CLASS
We had the pleasure of running a painting class for
children on the 25th of January and it was a delight. Nine
children were equipped with brushes and inspired by our
theme of Australian animals. With the help of two special
guests who volunteered their time to instruct the children,
everyone completed two wonderful paintings on canvas
each.
Our first guest was Gen Harvey, the Officer for the Wagin
and Woodanilling Landcare Zone. Gen provided her
expert knowledge about the local fauna in the Wagin
area and beyond. In particular, Gen taught us all about
the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. They nest in surprisingly
large hollows inside trees. Since those trees can be old or
even dead, there’s a good reason to protect old trees we might not have thought were important.
Sadly, these cockatoos are endangered, so it’s especially important to protect their habitat. So far,
they haven’t been found nesting near Wagin. If you do find any (Gen can teach you the trick!)
please get in touch with the Wagin Landcare office.
Kevin Toovey, the reverend of St George’s Anglican Church, was on-hand to guide the children
with their paintings. Everyone had been inspired to paint their own cockatoo. Instead of a brush,
Kevin instructed all of the children to begin by picking up a feather. This was so they could study the
texture and appreciate a fundamental rule of painting. That is, when you paint a bird, you don’t
simply apply your brush to the canvas starting and finishing the process by ‘painting a bird’. Rather,
everyone started by drawing something like a rough circle and triangle with chalk to indicate where
the head and beak might go. Then they painted a feather. And another feather. And more,
building up the textures and feathery streaks until gradually a bird began to appear in each
painting.
The most magical moment came when we turned the lights out and cast the paintings into the
darkness. Wielding only a torch, Kevin trekked through the bushland on what we imagined to be a
moonlit night. As the light shone on each painting in turn, it was as if the children were spotting their
cockatoos in the night, each one having woken up to peer down curiously from their hollows in the
old trees.
The children enjoyed themselves enough that they wanted to do a second painting each and so
we moved onto freeform designs. Gen had also joined in, saying we gave her the painting bug at
the same event the year before. It was great to see the adults having as much fun as the children.
This included two volunteer helpers from the Wagin Community Resource Centre committee,
Jessica Hamersley and Kathy Wilkinson. We are very grateful that they both lent a hand which
meant the children could have more one-on-one help when it was needed.
Everyone was so impressed by the children’s paintings that we are planning to sell a special
postcard featuring them in late February. These postcards will promote the Wagin Woodanilling
Landcare Zone, which helps protect local wildlife
such as the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. The
Wagin CRC is currently selling postcards for
Landcare which feature our local flora.
We appreciate both Gen and Kevin returning for
a second ‘local fauna’ themed painting class for
children. We can’t recommend their skills with
children highly enough; the young class was
spellbound throughout. One child said the best
thing was ‘being so creative and having so much
fun’. Learning and creativity went hand in hand
for this class and the result was a room full of
paintings and smiles.
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SHIRE OF WAGIN NEWS
POSITIONS VACANT
WAGIN HOMECARE
GARDENER/HANDYPERSON
PART-TIME (64 hours per fortnight/4 days per week)
Wagin Homecare is seeking a highly motivated and conscientious person to fulfill an aged
care gardener/handyperson position. This person will be responsible to the Homecare
Manager and undertake duties in the delivery of aged care services as directed by
management.
The suitable person must have a current driver’s licence, access to a vehicle and a current
police clearance. Under the WA mandatory health order all applicants will need to be fully
COVID vaccinated. The successful applicant will have experience in gardening, minor
home maintenance or demonstrate willingness to undertake on the job, essential training
and work well in a team environment.
Tasks will include but not limited to:
• Garden Services – pruning, whipper-snipping, lawn mowing and weed control.
• Indoor home maintenance – changing light bulbs, making minor repairs, cleaning
ceiling fans and light fittings, installing battery-operated smoke alarms and replacing
alarm batteries.
• Outdoor home maintenance – small home maintenance tasks you previously
performed on your own.
Hours of works and remuneration will be negotiated with the successful applicant.
Applicants are required to submit their application and resume to the Deputy Chief
Executive Officer, Mrs Emily Edwards, no later than noon Friday the 11th of February.
Applications can be emailed to dceo@wagin.wa.gov.au or posted to the Shire of Wagin,
PO Box 200, WAGIN WA 6315.
For further enquiries and copies of the Position Description, please contact Kim Nottle,
Homecare Manager on 08 9861 1874 or waginhomecare@wagin.wa.gov.au.
GRADER OPERATOR
Looking for the opportunity to work with a small road construction and maintenance team
in a stable and positive environment? Want to live in an attractive and vibrant country
town environment only 225 kilometres from Perth? Are you experienced in either
maintenance or construction grading operations? If so, then we would like to hear from
you.
Applicants with an HR class licence or upwards and experienced in the use of plant and
equipment, utilised in a typical rural Local Government environment, are encouraged to
apply. A nine-day fortnight of 76 hours is worked along with some overtime opportunities.
Shire housing may be made available if required and a range of other employment
benefits apply.
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Wagin is a substantial family friendly town with excellent educational, medical, recreational
and shopping amenities.
A position description along with further information is available from Ms Kayla Lloyd on 08
9861 1177 or email worksadmin@wagin.wa.gov.au. Any questions in relating to this position
may be directed to Mr Allen Hicks (Manager of Works) on 0427 611 252.
Applications accompanied by resumes with contact details of two work related referees
may be posted or emailed and will be received up to noon on Friday the 11th of February.

TENDERS
TENDER 02/21-22 – SALE OF 2018 HOLDEN COMMODORE SEDAN
Tenders are invited for the purchase of the above vehicle which has covered 98,818
kilometres.
Tender documentation is available from dceo@wagin.ea.gov.au. Enquiries may be
directed to Mrs Emily Edwards on 9861 1177 and vehicle is available for inspection by
arrangement.
Tenders addressed to the undersigned close at noon on Friday the 18th of February and
may be submitted in hard copy or by email to dceo@wagin.wa.gov.au.
TENDER 03/21-22 – LEASE OF PORTION OF 83 TUDOR STREET WAGIN OFFICES (FORMER NAB
BUILDING)
Tenders are invited for the lease of the street level offices (former NAB building) situated at
83 Tudor Street Wagin for a five-year period.
The premises comprise:
1.
A large, secure Managers Office 4.2m x 4.2m
2.
A Foyer/Reception area and behind counter area with a potential four workstations
3.
A strongroom
4.
Kitchen and toilet facilities
The building is serviced with reverse cycle air-conditioning and automated front entry doors
accessed by a ramp off the street.
It would be possible for more than one entity to occupy the available office space and to
share kitchen and toilet facilities. The tenant/s will be responsible for meeting the costs of
electricity, telecommunication connections and costs; and for maintaining the premises in
a clean condition.
The criteria for deciding which tender/s will be accepted will be based on what the
property is intended to be used for, which is considered by Council to be of the greatest
benefit to the community.
Tenderers are to specify the intended use of the property, the area required (i.e., all or any
of the space available) and the weekly rental (which shall be indexed to the annual CPI
increments) which will be provided to the Shire.
The conditions relating to the lease of the property will be governed by a formal Agreement
for Lease.
The building may be inspected by arrangement and enquiries about any aspect of the
tender may be directed to Emily Edwards on 9861 1177.
Tenders bearing the tender reference number 03/21-22 will be received to noon on Friday
the 18th of February and may be submitted in a sealed envelope or by email
ceo@wagin.wa.gov.au.
Lowest or any tenders will not necessarily be accepted.
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The Betty Terry Community Theatre has reopened with a fresh coat of paint! Look out for
the many upgrades coming this year, including roomier seats, which are largely thanks to
the generous funding provided by the Wagin Co-op last November. We have just finished
showing Ghostbusters: Afterlife and are delighted to be showing the following films soon.
View the trailers by scanning the QR codes with your smartphone camera or QR code app.
THE KING’S MAN is the prequel to the Kingsman spy comedy film series.
Director Matthew Vaughn returns with a new ensemble cast including
Ralph Fiennes, Harris Dickinson, Gemma Arterton and Rhys Ifans. As a
collection of history’s worst tyrants and criminal masterminds gather to
plot a war to wipe out millions, one man must race against time to stop
them. Discover the origins of the Kingsman organisation.
Rated MA 15+ | 2hrs 11mins | Action/Thriller/Comedy
Friday – 18th of February @ 6.30pm
Saturday – 19th of February @ 2.00pm & 6.30pm
Monday – 21st of February @ 6.30pm
SING 2

Rated PG | 1hr 50mins | Animated/Musical/Comedy

Friday – 18th of March @ 6.30pm
Saturday – 19th of March @ 2.00pm & 6.30pm
Monday – 21st of March @ 6.30pm
SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY HOME

Rated M | 2hrs 28mins | Action/Superhero

Friday – 25th of March @ 6.30pm
Saturday – 26th of March @ 2.00pm & 6.30pm
Monday – 28th of March @ 6.30pm
TICKETS: Kids $8 | Concession $11 | Adults $13 (only $11 on Monday nights)

MASKS & COVID-19 VACCINATION REQUIRED
The WA State Government has updated its COVID-19 WA Safe Transition Plan with new
regulations which do affect our patrons.
It is now required by the State Government that people aged 16 years and over show their
proof of vaccination to attend theatres. It is also required that masks are worn by people
aged 13 years and over at all public indoor settings in our region.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Did you know that the Betty Terry Community Theatre is volunteer
run? We always welcome new volunteers to the fold.
Each of our showings have three wonderful volunteers running
things: one on tickets, one on the kiosk (selling our tasty popcorn)
and one running the projector!
Interested in helping out? Please send us a Facebook message. Our volunteer team will
happily teach you the ropes. Plus, you get to watch a free film each time!
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Visit us at the Co-op for

Support the local store that supports you.

your selection of Cheesecakes,

We are open:

Tortes and Mud Cakes from

Monday to Friday

The Cheesecake Shop.

8:30am – 5:30pm
Saturday

Don’t forget
We are agents for
Nelsons Dry cleaning

8:30am – Noon
Phone: 9861 1444
wagincoop@westnet.com.au
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WAGIN WEATHER FORECAST
11th of February to 18th of February
Source: weather.com

FRIENDS OF THE WAGIN MASONIC LODGE MARKET UPDATE
Jeffery Stewart – Master of Wagin Masonic Lodge 74 WAC
Hello Everybody. I would like to thank everyone who once again supported our Market Day
last Saturday the 26th of January. Not only was it a bit hot, but there was the realisation of
the now established Covid rulings. It gave myself and our community a bit of a wake up
call, but at the end of the day our stall holders and our patrons were onboard with what I
had to deem necessary to run our markets in accordance with Government rulings. Once
again in my opinion it is to maintain not only our safety, but to maintain the magnificent
lifestyle we have here in Wagin and our surrounding communities.
The markets went well, with once again our friends from Manjimup who brought with them
the most magnificent range of produce for our enjoyment. Also included in their stall was a
selection of fine craft work, which was also available for purchase. Inside the building we
were once again supported by our regular stall holders. This market we were fortunate to
have two ladies from Mt Pleasant Inn & Craft Gallery who brought with them their spinning
wheels and wool. They put on a most magnificent display for everybody who attended.
Another friend, Linda from Dogwood Designs and known for her pot art, once again
supported us with beautiful hand painted pots and assorted products.
I have been looking for some time for activities that would perhaps complement our
markets. We had a bit of a chat, and the craft ladies with the spinning wheels and Linda
believe it would be a great community based situation that would benefit perhaps a lot of
people. We will be holding an expressions of interest session on Monday the 14th of March.
The ladies will do demonstrations of spinning, painting and telling us what they have in mind,
perhaps to do fortnightly workshops. Also the long term projection will be knitting, wool
dying and crochet workshops amongst a range of other services. I will finalize final
arrangements with them at our next market day on Saturday the 26th of February.
Another idea I wish to table with people on the 14th of March, if it all comes to pass and we
have enough participation enthusiasm, is to run craft workshops fortnightly every Monday.
The other alternate Monday I would like to set up a games group. I like to play chess, people
I believe would like perhaps to play scrabble, maybe bring other games along to play and
share with other patrons. We will as always be fully in line with the Covid regulations that will
be required to run such events. The Friends of The Wagin Masonic Lodge will be
orchestrating all the said events, with coffee and biscuits available for a gold coin donation.
Everything we make above costs goes back into our charity fund which goes directly back
into our community and surrounding districts.
In closing, once again it is my opinion, let us bring back the old school crafts that used to
once be abundant in every small town, and I guess to a certain extent still are. So I will refer
to what my late mother used to say about her recollections of the Great Depression of the
early part of last century. It goes something like this, “The only way we will get through this,
is to stick together and help each other”. So as Australians let us push through this pandemic
and keep doing what we do best, be Australians.
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AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT
Liz Pederick
The World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions
who come together (along with anyone who wishes to attend) to observe a common day
of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer
and service.
•
•
•

It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and
regions.
It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration – the first Friday of
March – to which all people are welcome.
It is a movement which brings together women of various races, cultures and
traditions in closer fellowship, understanding and action throughout the year.

In Wagin it is sponsored by the Combined Churches of Wagin committee (CCoW).
This year our speaker is Rev Steve Francis, former Moderator of the Uniting Church in WA.
The service is designed by the women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland as you can
see by the advertisement above.

THANK YOU FRANKHO FOODS
Anna Cook
Thank you to the Frankho Foods company, Jo and the friendly staff at Wagin FoodWorks for
running the Green Machine competition. The great grandies will have years of fun (even
perhaps me!). Congrats to Jo, the shop displays are great. Nice to spend time browsing.
Thanks again.
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A JAPANESE EXPERIENCE IN WAGIN
It was a fascinating lunch time for the attendees of the
CommuniTEA Hub on the 3rd of February who enjoyed a
genuine Japanese cultural experience.
Setting the scene was Alan Lord, a Wagin resident who has
lived for a time in Japan, and had brought dazzling
ceremonial kimono and other Japanese cultural items to
display.
Qualified culinarian Kezia Pederick worked hard in the
kitchen to create authentic Japanese meals for everyone.
Aiding her was the special guest of the day, Sayaka Ici, who
is originally from Japan. Together Kezia and Sayaka created
a traditional miso soup and teriyaki chicken. Delicious and
beautifully presented, the cuisine was unfamiliar to many
and appeared to be enjoyed by all.
Sayaka had visited the Hub to perform a traditional
Japanese tea experience. She travelled from Perth where
she runs a tea shop called The Japanese Experience.
Describing her previous home in Osaka, Japan, Sayaka
talked about following tall forest trees upland. “When you
go up the hill you can see the the trees surrounded by the
mist in the mountain. We have a swift river, a wide shape,
coming from the Takano Mountain and one from Pienza and
so where the river meets that’s where I lived.”

Londa Finlayson trying on one of
Alan Lord’s ceremonial kimono.

Unbenownst to everyone it was a special day in Japan. Sayaka
described a festival called Setsubun. There are monsters with blue
horns and yellow, blue and red skin. Purifying soybeans are thrown
at them like holy water at a vampire. It’s a popular festival with
kids. They get to throw beans sometimes at their fathers in monster
costumes. The ritual celebrates getting all the bad spirits away
from your house. Sayaka said that if you have a chance to see this
monster festival on Youtube it’s quite fun.
It was time for the tea ceremony to begin. Sayaka described the
matcha tea that she would carefully prepare. A Japanese
powder green tea, it comes from the same plant as English and
Chinese tea. The difference is that is isn’t fermentated for as long,
being steamed instead which stops the fermenting process. That’s
why it’s such a bright green.

Sayaka Ici gracefully
preparing the matcha tea.

Sayaka’s utensils were made out of bamboo. She shared that,
because of the hollow segments in bamboo, if you just cut them
in the right place you can easily make cups or water bottles. Even
Sayaka’s spoon and whisk were made from bamboo. She said it
is very sustainable because it grows so quick.

The tea making was truly a memorable experience. Quiet and meditative, every motion of Sayaka’s
was elegant and deliberate. The process was steeped in history, having been performed in a very
similar way for many generations. Long ago, before televisions, everyone would gather round and
the making and its rituals would be entertainment. That was because the ceremony drew people
in with its beauty and grace, dazzled with its pretty teaware and garments, and was most of all an
opportunity to slow down and relax. That’s what the Hub did throughout the ceremony, everyone
watching mostly in rapt quiet except for Sayaka’s explanations. Some attendees also had a turn at
drinking the refreshing matcha tea which everyone described a little differently.
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Wendy Pederick, an organiser for the event, said, “When
we share our cultures and share our experiences, we
learn that just because this is the way I’ve always done it
or I’ve always thought about it, that doesn’t mean it’s the
only way to think about or experience a thing.
At home I flip the switch on the kettle and I dash off to do
something else. I come back and I put the water in the
tea cup and jiggle the teabag. Then I take it to whatever
I’m doing, whether I’m on the computer or wherever else,
and it goes cold before I get to the bottom of the cup!
Thank you Sayaka for sharing some of your culture with
us. A cup of tea will never be the same again.”
Wendy said she was delighted to host the Japanese
experience and thanked everyone for all of their work.
Sayaka, Kezia, Wendy and the other organisers were
applauded by the audience who were grateful to have
had such a special time at the CommuniTEA Hub.

Fred and Su trying the matcha tea.

ALL ABOARD – SOCIAL GROUP SETS SAIL
Wendy Pederick
A Japanese Tea Ceremony in Wagin? Yes, indeed, last Thursday at the CommuniTEA Hub.
Staying curious has been identified as a key element in leading a fulfilling life and aging well. That
was evident last Thursday when Sayaka Ici of Perth visited Wagin’s CommuniTEA Hub.
Presenting a Japanese Experience to the 23 who attended The Hub that day, Sayaka, from Osaka,
Japan, now residing in Perth, cooked a Japanese lunch and gave a tea ceremony.
With attendances averaging 17, the Wagin CommuniTEA Hub seems to be achieving the purposes
for which it was established – to provide a place of belonging for Wagin residents, to listen
respectfully, and to stimulate interest and interaction via conversation and story.
The CommuniTEA Hub was set up in June 2021 and then had the good fortune of accessing federal
government funding to help Australians, especially older Australians, negatively impacted by the
social isolation imposed to reduce their risk of contracting COVID-19. Social isolation can lead to
mental ill health, depression, and anxiety. The federal government, having identified this, made
funds available.
The Japanese Experience was made possible with the funding.
The team behind the CommuniTEA Hub, an initiative of the Uniting Church, has plans for an outing
later this month. A cruise on the Kalgan River is organised for Tuesday the 22nd of February. Coaches
will leave Wesley Hall at 7.45am and return by 6.15pm. Limited to 32 participants, the 4-hour cruise
on the sheltered waters of Oyster Harbour and the Kalgan River, is open to Wagin residents.
Albany, our southern city and common holiday destination, was the first European settlement in
Western Australia. Aware that it is rich in history, the Kalgan Queen tour operators offer a
comprehensive commentary on aboriginal heritage, early settlement, the natural beauty of the
area, and provide local produce tastings.
“We are endeavouring to make the experience as Covid-safe as possible,” said Wendy Pederick
who leads The Hub’s management team. The Kalgan Queen has been chartered for the day,
meaning no passengers other than those of us from Wagin will be on the vessel. Likewise with the
coach trip there and back. Stops and interactions with the general public will be minimal. Both the
bus and boat are sanitised before use and government safety protocols will be closely adhered to.
Water birds, the sheltered harbour, local food and produce, and the natural bush setting are
attractions of the trip.
Registration to participate in the bus trip and cruise are necessary as numbers are limited to 32.
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Welcome Parents and Carers
It is our great pleasure to welcome our students for the 2022 school year. I really enjoyed seeing the
excitement on the children’s faces as they were welcomed into their classrooms and re-connected
with friends after the summer break. I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers
for supporting your child/ren to have a great start to the year. It was wonderful to see well rested
students arriving in school uniform with all the necessary equipment that they need to have a
productive start to the school year.
We welcome 21 new Kindergarten children this year and many new families to our school
community. We hope that your children’s journey at Wagin District High School empowers them
with the skills and confidence to become life-long learners and encourage you to build strong
relationships with your children’s educators and the Wagin DHS community.
We welcome several new teachers onto our staff in 2022. Miss Brianna Dye will be in
the year three classroom this term while Mrs Nicole Ward steps into the Deputy
Principal role. Mr David Richardson has accepted a Science contract after being
placed at Wagin temporarily last semester. Both of these staff members have
considerable experience that will be of great value to students at Wagin DHS. Please
follow the QR code to view the staff structure.
With the announcement of new Public Health measures extending to our region late January our
staff and high school students are now required to wear masks in all indoor spaces. I would also like
to thank parents for complying with the mask wearing requirements when they visited classrooms
on the 31st of January and for preparing their children for this occurrence. The reality is that COVID19 will almost certainly be a part of our daily lives in 2022 and additional measures are already being
put in place to manage the challenges ahead. We have been focusing on operations remaining
as normal as possible while maintaining the safety of those in our school. You may have seen the
announcement of the high caseload settings in place across WA as of Tuesday the 8th of February.
This includes additional measures to keep our schools open and providing face-to-face learning to
your children. The key points for you to note are:
• Parents are required to wear a mask whenever they are indoors within the school unless they
have an exemption.
• In the current settings, parents and carers can no longer enter classrooms, including to
volunteer. Volunteering in the canteen or at the uniform shop is still permitted, while following
the WA Government mask wearing mandates, and physical distancing from other adults.
• You are allowed on school grounds for drop-off and pick-up in outdoor locations, but please
physically distance, avoid gathering where possible and follow mask wearing requirements
as applicable.
• All students in years 7-10 are required to wear a mask indoors unless they have an exemption.
• A focus on Hand hygiene and ongoing increased cleaning regimens remains in place.
• Any students showing possible symptoms of COVID-19 while at school will be isolated from
others until they are picked up by parents/carers.
• We are currently planning and implementing further ways to minimise the risk of COVID-19
entering or being transmitted at schools including:
• moving parent-teacher interviews to online or over the phone;
• changing indoor face-to-face events;
• cancelling or postponing school camps;
• limiting the mingling of groups; and
• modifying timetables, break times, and pick-up and drop-off times, where practical.
We are working through these changes and you will receive further communications as the details
are confirmed. For more information on the high caseload protocols visit WA.gov.au. We will
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continue to provide your child with quality teaching and learning as we take sensible and
proportionate actions to respond to the changing environment we are living in with COVID-19.
At the end of the 2021 school year we received a wonderful acknowledgement of our commitment
to high quality teaching and learning within an environment of support and high expectations, with
a Certificate of Excellence for Teaching and Learning in Mathematics, Writing and Reading. Our
goal is to continue on this trajectory throughout 2022 and focus on maintaining quality teaching
and learning programs despite the challenges ahead.
I thank you in advance for your understanding and ongoing support as we navigate our way
through the uncertainty that the current community outbreak is creating. Please don’t hesitate to
contact the school should you have any queries or concerns.

SWIMMING LESSONS
Swimming lessons will start for Primary students on Monday the 14th of February for two weeks. Whilst
sunscreen is available at the pool, it is preferable that parents apply this at home before school.

SECONDARY ASSISTANCE SCHEME
The Secondary Assistance Scheme is now open. You may be eligible for up to $350 towards school
expenses for 2022. Is your child in Year 7-10? Do you hold a Centrelink Healthcare Card, Centrelink
Pensioner Concession Card or a Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card? The concession card
must: be valid for at least 4 weeks; be valid sometime during Term 1 (3rd of February 2022 to 8th of
April 2022); and have students listed on them.
The parent/guardian can email their application with attached proof of their concession card as
either of the following: a scanned copy of the front and back of the card; or photographs of the
front and back of the card. Please email direct to Alicia.Turner@education.wa.edu.au.

ARRIVAL TIME AT SCHOOL
Our school day starts at 8.50am. Parents will be contacted if children are on site before 8:30am.
Staff will open their classrooms from 8.30am to allow students to get prepared for the day.
Students are more than welcome to attend Breakfast Club which is available 5 days a week from
8.30am.
Once again thankyou to our Wagin DHS families for helping to ensure that the start of 2022 has been
a smooth one. It is always a joy at the end of the day, when asking a student how their day was,
that they respond positively and are keen to share what they have learnt.

SOUND WAVES
Sound Waves will be used this year as a resource for teaching spelling in Years 2-6. Books can be
purchased through the school office for $17.05 and can either be paid in cash or via EFT and we
will deliver the book to your child's class. Bank details are BSB Number: 036 153 and Account Number:
139315.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Our Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday
the 9th of March. Save the date to come down and
help out.

BASKETBALL COURTS
Our secondary basketball courts have some brandnew back boards! A big thank you to Cam Forrest, Ty
Cook and Leah and Dwight Kellow for putting them
up, the kids love them!

Amber Ward
Principal
Amber.Ward@education.wa.edu.au
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Allan Anthony
0412 630 732
alantzelectrical@westnet.com.au

788 Norring Road
Wedgecarrup WA 6315
EC12445

Servicing Wagin and Surrounding Areas TV Antennas Industrial
Domestic

Commercial

Air Conditioning Installation

PAINTING
Reg. # 4709

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial,
Town & Country
Clean, Precise and Quality work.
Local references available.

DO YOU WANT TO SEE
YOUR BUSINESS
ADVERTISED HERE?

For FREE Quotation and Booking
Call Mick:

0419 701 332

Ads beginning at just $10
Contact the Wagin CRC
on 9861 1644
or news@wagincrc.net.au
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Happy New Year to all our Wagin Library & Gallery patrons and friends. We hope everyone enjoyed their
holidays and got a chance to relax.
Wagin Library & Gallery are offering expressions of interest for the following groups to start up in the library this
year:
• Recipe Club, sharing handy hints that are not offered online or in cooking books. Tried and tested
cooking ideas we can share, to make sure the recipe works out next time.
• Gardening Club, sharing handy tips to making our gardens thrive in Wagin. Example: Why does a
grevillea grow well at home but for another person down the road their grevillea tree is dying? What
type of mulch helps in your garden?
• Poetry Club, have you read or written any poems that you would like people to listen to? How does
this poem make you feel? What did you like about this poem?
We have books and DVDs for sale. They are only 50 cents each.
Wagin Library & Gallery would also like to thank everyone who has kindly donated books this month.

EVENTS
Story Time will be on every Wednesday from 10am to 11am, then again on every Friday from 1.30pm to
2.30pm. Story Time is for ages 0–5 years old. We welcome new members. The children also get time to sing
along to nursery rhymes.
On Tuesday afternoons there will be Book Club for school aged children from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. Bring along
a book you have been reading from the library or it can be a book from home. Parents are welcome to stay.
What did you get a chance to read?
Book Club will be held at Cresswells on Saturday the 12th of February from 2pm to 4pm. New members are
welcome. We are all reading different books that you may not have heard of before. It can be a library book,
one of your own books, an audio book. We are an informal Book Club that get together once a month.
The first Friends of Wagin Library & Gallery meeting for the year will be held on Thursday the 24th of February
at 4.30pm in the library. New members are welcome. Come along to see what we do to help the library.

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS
“Flea the Frog” by Lauren Purdey. This book is recommended for parents and children to read together. Flea
is a young frog. Everyone around Flea is worried. Flea the frog was going to preschool but now he stays home
all day. Flea is not able to swim in the puddle, as it is making everyone funny. How can Flea the frog cheer
everyone up? Being together as a family you can work through things and support each other. Will Flea the
Frog be able to swim in the puddle again? How can parents stop worrying all the time?
“Hand in Hand” by Luke Styles. This book is recommended for parents and children to read together. A boy
named Paul struggles to find peace with his parents and other children that are bullying him at school. This is
a story of being respectful to yourself and all around in the small world we all share. Be kind. Help each other.
Learn things from one another.
“My Brain Is My Best Friend” by Dr Melissa Formica & Dr Roy Hardman. This book is recommended for parents
and children to read together and then have a discussion afterwards. Look after your brain. Your brain is your
best friend. Your brain can help you think, jump, run, read books. How can you be a good friend to your brain?
A fun, but important story about your brain and how to help it.
“The Superheroes on Your Plate” by Tansy Boggon. This book is recommended for parents and children to
read together. Every food on your plate competes for the title of superhero on your plate. Which food can
claim the title? Who can win the title, avocado, banana, fish, berries or the oranges? The book aims to be a
conversation starter as to what other foods children would bring to the plate, as superheroes.
“Captain Curl and the Pointy Pirates” by Fiona Garwood. The book is recommended for parents and children
to read together. They say it is rude to point. They say curly fries are better than straight chips. The things that
make things seem what they are, is questioned and uncovered in the pirating conquest, where we find round
and square are quite different, or are they? Can Captain Curl and the Pointy Pirates sort out their differences?
“Paw Prints on My Heart” by Jamie Craig. This book is recommended for parents and children to read
together. Warning: this story may tug on your heart strings. Many people have had a four-legged member of
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the family who has sadly passed away. When our pets/fur babies are gone they are never forgotten and will
always be in your heart. The little girl is sad when one day, her beautiful dog, her best friend was not there to
greet her. The beautiful memories we shared. A sweet and sensitive story of a child and pet friendship and
coping mechanism when losing a pet/fur baby.
“Hot Dog 11 Tool Time” by Anh Do. This book is a junior fiction book and is recommended for ages 7 years old
and up. Hot Dog and his friends want to go to Grizzney Land, so they need to make some money fast. Hot
Dog and is friends decide to fix things with their tools. How well do Hot Dog and his friends know how to use
all these tools they have?
“Birthdays” by Sue de Gennaro. This book is recommended for ages 3 years old and up. Hooray! It’s your
birthday! Birthdays will mean you are a little older than you were the year before. On birthdays you get a
chance to dance, sing or you might even play a balloon game.
“Little Mister Gets a Sister” by Samaria Rose Lemke. This book is recommended for ages 3 years and older.
You are the only child and have been for a while. Dad tells you there is a baby coming. Everyone else is very
excited about the baby. Little Mister is not happy about getting a little sister. Little Mister doesn’t think babies
are cute, especially not his little sister. Will Little Mister change his mind about his sister? Once a parent and a
child have read this book is would be great to have a discussion afterwards.
“Diary of A Wimpy Kid – Big Shot” by Jeff Kinney. This book is a junior fiction book recommended for ages 8
years old and up. Greg Heffley and sports just don’t mix. A bad day at the field day competition at school. A
bad day so just retire, no more sport. Is this the right attitude to have? Have you heard the old saying don’t
give up? Why not try to talk to your sports teacher on how you can have a better day?
“White Horses” by Rachael Treasure. This is an adult fiction book. Drift’s mum disappeared when Drift was a
young girl. Drift overcame terrible loss and trauma to find the courage to live life on her own terms. The world
that Drift lives in can be ugly and brutal. Can Drift find the courage to overcome heartbreak and loneliness?
“Rogue Forces: An Explosive Insiders’ Account of Australian SAS War Crimes in Afghanistan” by Mark Willacy.
Mark Willacy has exposed SAS war crimes, and has penetrated the SAS code of silence to reveal one of the
darkest chapters in our country’s military history. The result is a gripping character story that embeds you on
the front line in the thick of the action as those soldiers share for the first time what they witnessed.
“A Bloody Good Rant: My Passions, Memories and Demons” by Thomas Keneally. This book is an adult nonfiction. Thomas Keneally has been observing, reflecting on and writing about Australia and the human
condition for well over fifty years. In this deeply personal, passionately drawn and richly tuned collection he
draws on a lifetime of engagement with the great issues of our recent history, and his own moments of
discovery and understanding.
“Icons of Sport: The Greatest Australian Sports People of My Lifetime by Kevin Sheedy. This book is an adult
non-fiction. Footy Legend and dreamer Kevin Sheedy crosses code to interview, celebrate and profile twentyeight of the most iconic Australian Sports people and moments of his lifetime beyond (mostly) his own sport.
“Before You Knew My Name” by Jaqueline Bublitz. This book is an adult fiction. Alice Lee arrived in New York
on her eighteenth birthday carrying nothing but $600 and a stolen camera. Alice is looking for a fresh start.
Now just one month later, Alice is just another murder victim. Ruby Jones is also starting over; she has travelled
hallway around the world. Ruby then discovers Alice’s body. Who was Alice?
“Ngangk Waangening Mothers’ Stories” edited by Aunty Doreen Nelson, Rhonda Marriott AM, and Tracy
Reibel. This is an adult non-fiction book. This is a unique book of Noongar and Yamatji mothers’ accounts of
their birthing experiences, highlighting the importance of developing respectful, thoughtful, woman-centred
care for Aboriginal women and their families.
“Private Moscow” by James Patterson & Adam Hamdy. This is an adult fiction book. Jack Morgan is battling
to uncover a conspiracy that leads him all the way to Russia in this heart stopping thriller. An invitation from
an old friend draws Jack Morgan into a deadly conspiracy.
“After Story” by Larissa Behrenat. This is an adult fiction book. Indigenous lawyer Jasmine decides to take her
mother Della on a tour of England’s most revered literary sites. Jasmine hopes it will bring them closer together
and help them reconcile the past. Jasmine’s older sister disappeared twenty-five years earlier. Can this
disappearance be solved? We can be ready to listen, but are we ready to hear?
“Something to Hide” by Fleur McDonald. This book is an adult fiction. With the sickening realisation that his
cover has been blown, Detective Dave Burrows knows his family is in danger from the vicious stock thieves
and murderers, Bulldust and his brother Scotty. How can Detective Dave Burrows live with himself if
anythinghappened to Mel, his wife, and their children?
Wagin Library & Gallery Opening Times
Monday 2pm - 4pm
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon | 2pm - 5pm
Thursday 10am - 12 noon | 2pm - 5pm
Friday 1pm - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 12 noon
Your Wagin Library & Gallery team: Tina and Calista at 3 Trent Street, Wagin. Ph: 9861 1247
21

THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS

ADVERTISING

22

THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2022

THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS

AROUND WEST ARTHUR

THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2022

SHEEPFEST
Sheepfest is Saturday the 12th of February from 9am. Come
along to the Darkan Oval for kids’ entertainment, master
gardener Sabrina Hahn, a log chopping demo, wool fashion
parade, best pet sheep, sports shears competition, young
farmers challenge, market stalls, food vans, Hillman Skydivers
Sunset Dive and much more! Gold coin entry. Double
vaccination entry requirements, thanks.
EVENTS TRAINEESHIP
The West Arthur CRC is offering a traineeship in Events. This is
open to full or part time employment and if you are
interested contact the Manager, Karen Prowse on 9736 2000
for more information.
MYGOV HELP SESSIONS
If you are a West Arthur CRC member and need assistance
Phoebe White and Maya
with the myGov, myGovID and/or ServiceWA apps you can Gallegos and their rainbows
make an appointment to talk to someone at the CRC. These made at the CRC Kids Craft
sessions take some time so APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED. If Workshop.
you are not a member you can still access this service for a
charge. Customers need to pay by the quarter hour increment for this service.
VALENTINE’S COFFEE AND CAKE SPECIAL
To celebrate Valentine’s Day on Monday the 14th of February you can call into the West
Arthur CRC and get a take-away coffee and special cupcake for two for only $8!
Cupcakes are made by Rarebits so they’ll be good. You can book your special morning
tea in beforehand to guarantee your treat.
SENIORS EXERCISES FOR 2022
The newly revamped Thursday Seniors Exercise group “Bee Active” will launch on Thursday
the 17th of February at the West Arthur CRC. Same time and place – 10am to 11am in the
Hawthorn Room. Your lovely leader will be Pam Stockley and the session will suit all abilities.
Please pick up an enrolment form prior to the session from the CRC.
ARVO BOOK CLUB 2022
If you are interested in being in a Book Club that is very easy going then the Arvo Book Club
might be for you! We meet at the West Arthur CRC, in the Hawthorn Room, approximately
once every two months for one hour and discuss the book over wine and nibbles. The cost
is $30 a year. If you are interested in knowing more or want to join, talk to Karen at the CRC.
BETTY BROWN HISTORICAL CENTRE
The Betty Brown Historical Centre in the West Arthur Health and Resource Centre (the CRC)
is open weekdays 8.30am-4.30pm with entry through the CRC. It is a wonderful display of
local history so make sure you drop in for a look next time you are in Darkan if you haven’t
made it yet.
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READY
I recently encountered George, one of the volunteers from the Wagin State Emergency
Service, who had spent several days aiding the SES outside of the Wagin townsite. He didn’t
dwell on the situation though he had already imbued in me a sudden restlessness about
this fire prone weather. I was struck by how, rather comfortably moving between my home
nearby and an office environment in the centre of town, I had been able to completely
ignore the fact that dangerous fires have been taking place nearby.
This late edition of the Wagin Wool Press fails to give due coverage to the fires and tremors
taking place lately, or the vital efforts of our Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, other
emergency volunteers, researchers, and many other people who are helping out.
Compelled to acknowledge everything in some last-minute way, I asked SES volunteer and
friend Jeremy Diver for his concise opinion on it all.
Jeremy simply gave me one piece of advice. Make an emergency supply kit. It’s one or
two easy-to-carry bags that contain things you could need to survive for a few days if you
had to quickly leave your home in an emergency. This can save you precious time, helping
you avoid the need or temptation to run around your home grabbing things when it’s time
to evacuate. For useful ideas about things to include, with great ideas such as being petready, visit the following two links.
Ready kits: www.ready.gov/kit
Emergency kits: www.dfes.wa.gov.au/safetyinformation/Pages/emergencykits.aspx
Having grown up in peaceful Wagin I find it difficult to imagine needing to leave home here
because of a natural disaster. Though Jeremy did insist that his advice is not just for out-oftowners, it’s relevant even to people who live in what real estate agents amusingly call the
Wagin ‘CBD’. I can remember that petrol station burning down in the centre of town when
I was little. That was scary because the adults were acting like an area I knew to be safe,
the heart of the town, was suddenly dangerous and had to be avoided.
Fortunately, we have no need to worry because there are a lot of people generously
donating their time to keep Wagin residents safe. They are protecting us and are ready to
respond promptly to any emergencies that might arise. Though this doesn’t mean we can
be lax or careless. The VFRS, SES and others may do a lot of the worrying for us, but we can
and should reduce that a little by being emergency ready and making our homes a little
safer. This could include being fire ready and having a bushfire plan, avoiding risks during
hazardous weather, or even knowing how to administer first aid.
Jeremy didn’t elaborate on his week despite it having clearly been tiring, surely unnerving
too, and it would therefore make sense for him to let off some steam. Instead, his only
thought was to offer advice to protect people, particularly those as oblivious or unprepared
as me. Presumably, it would be a great relief for them, and therefore take a weight off their
backs, if our emergency services volunteers could know we are all doing our bit to look out
for ourselves.
More useful links:
My Bushfire Plan: https://mybushfireplan.wa.gov.au/
First aid training: https://stjohnwa.com.au/first-aid-training
Ask the SES about volunteering: waginses@gmail.com
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THE OLD YELLOW JAGUAR
Jeffery Stewart
Hello everybody, I hope you like this story. As those who read my stories are aware, motor cars
and all things automotive have been my lifelong obsession. So let us begin. Somewhere towards
the end of 2002 I was helping a chap fit a second-hand gearbox to his old Falcon utility. This in
itself is a story for another day. It revolves around a property that used to belong to my good
friend’s late grandfather in Balingup, a small southwest community where my wife and I lived
for about five and a half years.
The property I mentioned used to be at one time a local workshop, I believe for repairing motor
cars. It had a structure on its side boundary that was made out of huge jarrah sections. You
could drive a car onto the ramp section, walk down some steps and do the underside work on
a vehicle if necessary. The hire fee my cobber charged to use the facility was usually a block
of Emu Export beer. Nine times out of ten you had to assist in drinking the said beverage on the
completion of the job, or at times during the job itself.
It was late in the afternoon, job done, when an old immaculately dressed English gentleman
by the name of Richard Morse approached me. He had dressed in a way that many well
cultured men of his ilk did back in the day, complete with vest and cravat. He enquired if one
of us would mind checking the oil in his old car. What sort of car I asked, and he directed us to
follow him to his daughter’s residence a couple of doors down the road. He opened the garage
door, pulled the blankets and covers off the vehicle, and there it sat, a 1974 Primrose Yellow
XJS Jaguar sedan. He explained he had bought it brand new in December 1974 just before
Christmas. I had never seen anything like it. It was as a time capsule, perfect in every respect.
He pulled back the mats and showed me the unmarked light brown carpets. The crocheted
rugs and pillows his late wife had made were arranged neatly on the back seat.
I checked the oil. All was well. I made an offhand remark, that maybe someday if the timing is
right perhaps you may sell it to me. It was sometime later, the old gentleman approached me
and my wife at our house. He explained to us his driving days were coming to an end, and he
asked us if we wanted to buy the Jaguar. I had showed my wife the car previously introducing
her to Richard. My wife Glenda said to me, we should have that car. We had no real money to
speak of. We were ninety percent through renovating our house, and every spare cent went
into finishing the house.
But as always, the universe looked after us. I had been made redundant from a job early in
2004 when the company went into receivership. The government paid me my redundancy
money, and from memory it amounted to over $8000. The asking price for the Jaguar was
$7000. Richard’s daughter requested to give him only half, and pay the rest in progress
payments to enable Richard to come to grips with parting with the Jaguar. I fulfilled that
request. Every second Friday I would take a few beers around, make a payment and chat.
Richard used to be a tank driver in the English Army, in I believe Africa in the Second World War.
We had the most magnificent story swapping sessions. The most poignant, Richard explained
that there is no glory in war and recalled watching a young man’s blood being soaked up in
seconds by the desert sands. I will never forget those yarns.
Anyway, on the eve of Christmas 2004, I made my last payment to his daughter to fulfill her
request. Richard chose not be present to witness me driving off in his Jaguar. I deliberately
made the last payment $30 short, knowing full well he would chase me up for it. And he did.
This gave me an excuse to go up and see him. It took me another month to pay the last $30 in
dribs and drabs. With the money I gave him he bought a mobility scooter. I would drive every
Sunday afternoon for miles. I caught up with him once near town, him riding his scooter, me of
course driving the Yellow Jaguar. I pulled up on the opposite side of the road, wound down the
window and quipped, nice scooter old gentleman. Do you like my Jaguar? Richard’s reply was,
you upstart Jaguar drivers are all the same. We both laughed and went on our way.
In closing, like all things in life, cars come and go. I eventually sold the old yellow Jaguar to fund
an ongoing house restoration in Manjimup. As mentioned, cars come and go, but the times
and lessons I learnt with Richard will remain with me forever, I guess the moral to this story is
everybody has a story to tell. My motto is, to talk first you must listen. I hope everybody enjoyed
this Real Australian Story. So go well, be safe and look after each other.
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Latest edition OUT now!
Find it at the Wagin Co-Op or Dom’s Deli
If you can’t see it —

ask at the counter.

Get your copy before they run out…….!
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MY HEALTH AND WELLBEING – WHO’S RESPONSIBLE?
We’re often told, if unwell, get to the doctor and they will deal with our health and wellbeing
issue. The doctor will often give a diagnosis, treatment options and other assistance through
referrals and follow up. But it is us as individuals that must make decisions and take action which
ultimately drives the outcome.
Based on some American research it is important to remember that one of the biggest
determinants on our health (70%) are the decisions we make regarding wellbeing and lifestyle
choices. It goes on to say that the remaining factors can vary between:
•
•
•

Genetics: It’s important to know family history and our vulnerability to certain
illness/disease.
Environment: What we are exposed to (trauma, poverty, stressors). Living and working in
regional WA can be tough dealing with such things as isolation, extreme climates and
working with machinery.
The health system: Tyranny of distance and a lack of male friendly services exacerbates
this.

Undoubtedly the major impact is lifestyle choices! Reinforcing our takeaway message… my
health and wellbeing is my responsibility…
We say our overall health and wellbeing is made up of physical, mental and social/spiritual
aspects and to maintain all three, we as individuals need to be the driver. Whether dealing with
situational distress, physical health problems, a diagnosed mental illness or an issue impacting
our social/spiritual wellbeing (challenges around identity, meaning and purpose or our sense of
belonging), the doctor will provide the framework to follow but decisions and changes
ultimately need to be made by us.
Making informed decisions are a part of life, whether it’s to do with family, work and social
activities, why then should our health and wellbeing be any different? Blokes in general are
action orientated but making decisions and acting on things that can negatively impact our
wellbeing can be put off. The warrior attitude is an admirable attribute especially when dealing
with sporting, business or seasonal adversity. However, this same attitude can lead to
negligence and not putting ourselves first. We have all seen the numerous health campaigns
“A simple test could save your life”, “don’t delay” or “know your score”, but we also constantly
hear similar comments from blokes when discussing health and wellbeing issues:
•
•
•

It won’t happen to me / she’ll be right.
We know the issues, but we don’t want to show ourselves as the only one with a problem.
I will just see how it goes (the back pain I’ve had for 6 months).

The buck stops with us blokes to be the decision maker on health and wellbeing issues, it’s not
the doctor’s, wife’s or employers’ responsibility, but ours! Remember the three C’s of life:
Choices, Chances, Changes. You must make a choice to take a chance, or your life will never
change.
Diet, exercise and sleep are three areas you can start making some simple changes to help
improve your health and wellbeing outcomes and remember a routine service visit could
reduce the risk of some expensive repairs down the track. Make an appointment with your GP
to discuss your individual risk factors, don’t wait till it becomes a chronic health problem.
The Team
The Regional Men’s Health Initiative
delivered by Wheatbelt Men’s Health (Inc.)
PO Box 768, Northam WA 6401 | Phone: (08) 9690 2277
Email: menshealth@4blokes.com.au | www.regionalmenshealth.com.au
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Kaylor Andrews
CCWA Wheatbelt Regional Education Officer
M: 0408 926 259
75 York Rd Northam WA 6401
Kaylor.Andrews@cancerwa.asn.au

February is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month
February is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month reminding
women in the Wheatbelt region to remain ever vigilant, as
ovarian cancer symptoms are vague and women often
attribute them to other benign conditions. Women should pay
attention to any symptoms that are unusual, new, persistent or
troublesome. If you have any of the symptoms and they
happen on most days for three weeks or more, particularly if
you're over 50 or have a strong family history of breast or
ovarian cancer, go to your doctor or Aboriginal Health
Professional and get a check-up.
You won’t be wasting the doctor’s time, and in most cases, it
won’t be anything to worry about, but if it is cancer, your
chances of successfully treating it are much greater. Because
it's difficult to detect in its early stages, there are more deaths
from ovarian cancer in Australia than any other
gynaecological cancer.
In 2017, there were 115 reported new cases of ovarian cancer
and 94 deaths due to an ovarian cancer diagnosis. Ovarian cancer is most common in women
over the age of 50.
Symptoms can include: pain in the lower tummy (abdomen) or side, a bloated, full feeling in
the abdomen, irregular periods or vaginal bleeding after menopause, back pain, passing urine
more often than usual, change in bowel habits (hard poo), pain during sex, a swollen
abdomen, a feeling of fullness or loss of appetite, indigestion or nausea. More research is
required to better understand the causes of ovarian cancer, but as with many cancers there
are steps we can all take to reduce our overall individual cancer risk. These include quitting
smoking, maintaining a healthy body weight, getting enough exercise, eating plenty of fruit
and vegetables, and reducing alcohol intake.
Bowel cancer is the second most common cancer affecting both women and men in
Western Australia. In 2017, 702 Western Australian men and 605 Western Australian women
were diagnosed with bowel cancer.
Common symptoms of bowel cancer include:
• Blood in your poo (once or more)
Or for more than four weeks:
• A change in your normal bowel habit (runny poo, pooing more
often or finding it hard to poo)
• A new pain, lump or swelling in your tummy
• Feeling tired or looking pale
• Losing weight without trying
• Not feeling hungry
If you have any of these symptoms or notice any unusual changes to your body, please visit
your doctor, clinic nurse or Aboriginal health worker straight away.
For more information visit www.findcancerearly.com.au

For cancer information and support please call Cancer Council WA 13 11 20.
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You can read the step-by-step guide to setting up ServiceWA by visiting:
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2022-01/ServiceWA_Set_Up_Guide.pdf

GETTING HELP WITH YOUR PROOF OF VACCINATION
It is okay to ask for help, and the Wagin Community Resource Centre is here for you! In
fact we continue to be very heavily booked with appointments to access vaccine
certificates and help set up ServiceWA for our community members. We will book you in,
so get in touch if you need help: 9861 1644 or email admin@wagincrc.net.au. We are your
local Medicare Agent so this service is free. For a $1.50 charge we can provide you with a
laminated business card sized version of your vaccine certificate.

HOT TIPS BY SHELLEY PAYNE MLC
My team discovered some regular problems people are having so thought we'd share!
•
•
•

•
•

•

Android users must have Chrome set as their default bowser (change in settings).
Android phones need to be version 10 or higher, Apple iPhones need to be iOS 14
or higher.
MyGovID: You only need two forms of ID. We recommend driver’s licence and
Medicare card. Do not use the scanning option, manually enter your details as they
appear on your cards. Do your licence first, Medicare will then appear on the list.
There's no need to use passports or other ID, as you only need enough ID to tick two
of the three ‘purple checkmarks’ across the top.
If you are stuck in MyGovID and can't verify ID,
completely uninstall the app and re-install. This will
allow you to start again.
When ServiceWA gives you the 4 digit code to
enter in MyGovID, open MyGovID, enter the code,
then re-open the ServiceWA app (it won't prompt
you to do this).
MyGov and MyGovID are not the same thing.
MyGov is accessed on an internet browser as it is a
website, MyGovID is an app used to verify your
identity.
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SPORTS IN WAGIN
WAGIN COMMUNITY BALLET
Open to boys and girls of pre-school, primary school and high school ages.
Held every Monday of the school term from 3.30pm in the Lesser Hall (Town
Hall). Class times and day will depend on the number of enrolled children.
Please text Mrs Jessica Booth for more information on 0458 204 933.

PIESSEVILLE DANCE CLUB
Styles: New Vogue, Modern, Old Time Dances
Unsure if you can remember the steps? Come along, join in and you will soon recall the
pleasure of dancing.
These family dances are organised by the Piesseville Dance Club twice a month on
Saturdays at Piesseville Community Hall from 7.30pm-11.30pm. There are also dance lessons
on the second and fourth Friday night of each month from 7.30pm-9.30pm.
Next dance dates: 12th of February, 5th and 12th of March, 2nd and 9th of April.
All are welcome to attend. Plus there are raffles and door prizes to be won.
For more information please contact Bernie on 9861 1512 or Anne on 9881 2545
or 0429 812 545.

WAGIN PLAYGROUP, TOY LIBRARY & KINDY GYM
Wagin Playgroup, Toy Library and Kindy Gym run during the school term at
the Eric Farrow Pavilion. Playgroup and the Toy Library run Fridays from 9am11am. Kindy Gym runs fortnightly on Tuesdays from 9.30am-10.30am.
The upcoming Kindy Gym dates for term 1 are the 22nd of February, 22nd of
March and 5th of April.
Ages 0-5 are all welcome to Playgroup and Kindy Gym with a parent/carer.
The first three sessions of Playgroup are free and Kindy Gym is free for Wagin
Playgroup members.
For more information and to be kept up to date please follow the Wagin
Playgroup, Wagin Toy Library and Wagin Kindy Gym pages on Facebook.

WAGIN AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB
Please find times for the season below:
WASC SQUAD MEMBERS:
Training: Wednesdays
Times:
Squad 1 – 3.45pm warm up, training 4pm – 5pm.
Squad 2 – 4.45pm warm up, training 5pm – 6pm.
For any further information, please contact Paul Ward
(President) on 0427 611 969 or Sonia Nalder (Secretary) on 0419 925 826 or email
waginasc@gmail.com.
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GREAT SOUTHERN KART CLUB
The GSKC is looking forward to kicking off a new year of racing!
The first club run for Wagin this year will take place on Saturday
the 12th of February and nominations have closed. The club is
looking for an Out Grid Marshall, even if you can only help out
for a single round. Please message the club on Facebook.
The club is also aiming to have a Members meeting on the
Saturday morning before racing.
See you all at the track!
The following club run for Wagin will take place on Saturday the 5th of March.

WAGIN GUN CLUB
Nine shooters from the mighty Wagin Gun Club travelled to Albany to
compete at their annual Open Clay Target Carnival. Ninety-one shooters
from across the state took part and the Wagin shooters picked up prizes in
most events.
The Wagin winners were:
Cameron Browne
50 Night Double Barrel - 1st AA Grade - 49/50
75 Medley - 3rd AA - 120/125
30 Single Barrel - Overall Winner - 33/33
25 Points - 2nd AA - 152/153
50 Double Barrel - 2nd AA - 65/66
Leanne Knight
75 Medley - 3rd B - 109/125
50 Points - 3rd B - 137/150
Helge Skerris
50 Night Double Barrel - 1st A - 47/50
50 Points - 1st A - 148/150
Jax Moffatt
50 Night Double Barrel - 2nd A - 46/50
30 Single Barrel - 3rd A - 29/32
Junior High Gun - 359/385
Eric Featherstone
50 Double Barrel - 3rd AA - 66/68
Sandra Moffatt
30 Handicap - 6th Overall - 30/32
Ladies High Gun - 370/385

Jax Moffatt and Vince Lizzi. Photo provided by
Vince Lizzi.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saltbush Carnival – Friday the 11th to Sunday the 13th of February
ISSF Coaching Day – Saturday the 26th of March
100 ISSF Trap (State Qualifier) – Sunday the 27th of March, 10am
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WAGIN DISTRICT CRICKET CLUB
Sandra Moffatt
The mighty Wagin B Grade Team were back at the crease for the first time in
2022 on Saturday playing against Pingelly.
Pingelly won the toss and elected to bat which saw the Wagin fielders all get
to experience the joy of standing on the currently crispy crunchy outfield of
Wagin oval in 40 degree heat.
Credit goes to Pingelly who lasted the full 40 overs whilst
facing relentless bowling from the Wagin team. Toby Leavy’s
spell of eight overs was nothing short of amazing coming
away with figures of 6/11. He cleaned bowled one, others
were caught but he was the master of his most impressive
wicket – caught and bowled with a one-handed catch
sending Pingelly’s Lucas Hull out for a duck.
Mat Teti continues to be one of the most economical bowlers
in the association with figures of 1-9 from his eight overs.
Leavy and Teti currently sit at positions one and two in the
Association bowling figures. Leavy has taken a total of 15 wickets
to sit four clear of the Teti on 11, who holds a season bowling
economy rate of 2.0.
Pingelly’s innings ended with a total of 9/100. Henry Blechynden
was their standout with 54 runs.
After a much-needed drinks break, Wagin sent out Ben Ball and
Lindsay Johnson to open the batting. Ball currently sits high on top
of the association batting figures with a season total of 384 at a
strike rate of 288.7. Whilst these figures are impressive, his kilometres
covered are likely minimal as he has amassed 49 fours and 13 sixes
throughout the season!
Needless to say, the master of boundaries was a very wise choice
to send into bat first on a stinking hot day chasing an achievable
run total. Perfectly coupled with Lindsay Johnson who is a
calculated and cautious opener the Wagin team were never in
doubt. It took the pair 11 overs to reach 101. Ball hit 77 off 43 balls
including 11 fours and 2 sixes. Johnson scored 12 off 26 balls and
always impresses with his speed between the wickets.
The Johnson Family’s generous Play of the Day awards were
presented to Henry Blechynden for his solid batting for Pingelly and
Toby Leavy for his almighty catch and extremely tidy bowling
figures.
This resounding win sees Wagin sitting fourth on the ladder with three
games to go. Next week will see Wagin again play at home, this
time against Wickepin.
In other news, the club extends the best of luck to Ben Ball who will
be playing in the upcoming T20 Game of Young Guns vs Old Dogs
which will be played in Narrogin under lights on Friday the 18th of February. Ball will be lining
up for the Old Dogs team (surely as one of their youngest).
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WAGIN HOCKEY CLUB
Suzanne Cronin
Hi everyone. It is that time of the year again when we need to start
organising our hockey season. We are in the process of working out our
team structure. To assist can you please let me know if your
child/children are still interested in playing hockey and what year group
they are in at school.
We are very lucky to have Bec Cook as the J7’s coach again this year
and Anna Scott will be the Manager.
Drew Bartram has generously given up his time again this year and will be coaching our
J11’s however we will need an assistant coach as Drew will be unable to attend all games
and a J11 Manager.
If you wish to discuss what is involved, please contact either myself on 0427 634 714 or Drew.
More details will follow on how to register, training days, COVID protocols etc.
We encourage anyone who didn’t play last year but is interested to come and play. All
new members are welcome for the 2022 season.

GOLF
Megan Henry
With the support of Golf WA, Golf Australia
and our wonderful local Golf Club Centres:
Community Golf Coaching of 'MyGolf' and
'Get Into Golf' will be commencing in Term
2 of 2022 in Wagin, Dumbleyung and
surrounding communities.
(Stay tuned for more details.)
To assist with increasing rural golf
participation, having and providing golf
equipment for participants to use at these
sessions can be very helpful.
A "Community Golf Equipment Drive" is being done which asks for donations of unused golf
clubs and equipment.
Do YOU have spare ladies & mens golf clubs that are not in use anymore and may need a
new home to help with Community Coaching?
If so, Community Golf Instructor Megan Henry would love to hear from you for help or
assistance.
Please contact Megan directly on 0427 634 008 if you can help.
Thank you to those lovely people who made a donation of equipment already and a big
thanks to all golfing contacts for their support.
(Please note: Modified junior equipment for Golf in Schools & MyGolf has already been
sourced. The equipment drive pertains to adult equipment. Thank you.)
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WAGIN BOWLING CLUB
Contact:
Men’s Captain: Ross Old on 0419 951 128
Women’s Captain: Jenny Ewen on 0428 611 197
Secretary: Karynne Robinson 0428 626 033
Club Day: Every Wednesday
Nominations close at 1pm each playing day for a 1.30pm
start.
Mens Pennants: Saturdays
Nominations for mens events close Friday evening prior to
each major event or when full.
Nominations for post entry events close at 1pm on the day
for 1:30pm start or when numbers are equal.
Ladies Pennants: Tuesdays
Ladies’ championships events close 12 noon the Monday
before.
We welcome everyone to come along for a social roll,
drink, and light snack.
Old bowlers, new bowlers, ALL WELCOME.

ON THE GREENS
Ross Old
On Saturday the 29th of January, Wagin Mens Pennant Team hosted Kojonup Gold for the
first bowls pennant game of the new year. There was a slight easterly wind shifting several
times. On rink two skippered by Warren Holt were John Barber and Reino Cutforth and lead
Marc Bairstow. Holt’s team were playing good draw bowls and on end 15 were leading 23
shots to Koji Golds 11. But the next 10 ends saw Koji Gold score on 8 of the 10 ends passing
Wagin’s total and running out winning the end 29 shots to Wagin’s 27.
On rink three were Zane Smith skip and Scott Davidson, Geoff West and Lead Dean Beggs.
With skip Zane Smith playing exceptional bowls backed by Scott Davidson playing third, it
ran away from Koji Gold and on end 19 Wagin were 21 shots to Koji Golds 11. Koji Gold
scored a couple of threes on the next 6 ends but Wagin held the lead and ran out winning
the rink 23 shots to Koji Golds 19.
On rink four were Skip Craig Svendsen, Ray Cutforth, Bob Stephens and Lead Paul Powell.
After 14 ends, with Wagin’s lead Paul Powell playing great draw bowls backed up by
Stephens and Cutforth, they were 17 shots to Koji Golds 6. The next 11 ends saw Koji Gold
score 10 shots but they fell short to win the rink. Wagin ran out winners 24 shots to Koji Golds
15.
With Wagin winning two rinks and the total shots scored 5 points to Koji Golds 1 point.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------On Sunday the 30th of January starting at nine o’clock on B green sixteen, keen bowlers
were playing for the blue ribbon event of the Wagin Mens Championship Singles. It was first
to 21 of completed ends on a very warm day with a southerly breeze.
Using sectional play of four drawn players per section a round robin of three games were
played. The winner goes into the quarter final of the championship and the shots up loser
goes into the quarter final of the plate, the other two drop out.
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On rink one and two, the four drawn players were Warren Holt, Dave Hill, John Barber, and
Ross Old. With Holt winning all three games, he went forward to the Championship quarter
final. And Old with two wins going down by two shots to Holt 21-19 goes into the plate
quarter final. On rink three and four were Ray Cutforth, Marc Bairstow, Dan Dwayn, and
Reino Cutforth. Ray Cutforth won all his three games to advance into the quarter final with
Marc Bairstow winning two going into the plate quarter final.
On rink five and six were Robert English, Geoff West, Alan Retallack, and Craig Svendsen.
Svendsen went through winning his three games, however his game against Retallack
didn’t go so well and only won 21.20. Robert English won two games and into the plate
quarter final.
On rink seven were Scott Davidson, Dean Beggs, Zane Smith and Kim Davidson. Scott went
through winning his three games with his brother Kim winning two games and into the plate
quarter final with Scott advancing to the quarter final of the championship.
All quarter finals were played during the week at different times so the grand finals could
be played early on Saturday the 5th of February because of the heat.
Warren Holt defeated Ray Cutforth 21 shots to Ray’s 8, Holt advanced to the grand final.
Scott Davidson defeated Craig Svendsen 21 shots to Craigs 6, with Scott advancing into
the Grand Final against Warren Holt.
Robert English forfeited his quarter final game to Kim Davidson, so Kim went straight into the
Plate Grand Final. Ross Old defeated Marc Bairstow 21 shots to Marc’s 17. Old was pushed
all the way by the new bowler in Marc Bairstow.
Saturday the 5th of February, being a very hot day, the finals were played at 9 o’clock in
the morning. In the major final, Warren Holt defeated Scott Davidson 25 shots to Scott’s 14
with Warren becoming Wagin’s Championship singles winner. Ross Old defeated Kim
Davidson in the plate final 21 shots to Kim’s 17.
A BBQ was held after the games with a few cold drinks. A big thank you to Craig Svendsen
and John Barber for marking the finals and Dave Hill for running the bar and to the public
and other members for watching the finals.

SPORTS STORIES
Do you have a club story or event that needs recognition?
Contact the Wagin CRC with a few details on the article
and we will do the rest for you!
To publish your content simply send it through to
news@wagincrc.net.au or contact the team on 9861 1644 to
organise a write up.
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WAGIN CHURCH SERVICES
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC
CHURCH WAGIN

ANGLICAN
COMMUNITY OF WAGIN
& DUMBLEYUNG

Wagin Morning
Service @ 9am
Sunday Weekly
Mass Times for
2022
Saturdays at
6.00pm
1st Sunday of
each month
8.00am

Dumbleyung
Morning
Service @ 11am
1st & 3rd
Sunday of Each
Month

THE WAGIN BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday
Services at
10:30am.
Up to 70
people
allowed.
Please call
Gary on
0407 194 431

All are very
welcome.

HISTORICAL VILLAGE ROSTER
AM

Vineyard Meal
& Worship
Friday 11th
February @
6:30pm
140 Lalla Rhook
Rd Wagin
You are Precious
and Loved

For Enquiries
Contact:
Wendy
0417 145 628
or Ian
0428 622 049

WAGIN UNITING
CHURCH

Sunday 13th
February
Darkan @ 9am
Neil Vagg
Wagin @ 10.15am
Rev S van
Schalkwyk
Holy Communion

Sunday 20th
February
Darkan @ 9am
Rev S van
Schalkwyk
Holy Communion
& Harvest Festival
Wagin @ 10.15am
John Butler
Mission Sunday

WAGIN ESSENTIAL SERVICES

PM

THURSDAY
MIKE
FRIDAY 11TH
MICHAEL
SATURDAY 12TH
MIKE
SUNDAY 13TH
MICHAEL
MONDAY 14TH
MICHAEL
TUESDAY 15TH
TBA
WEDNESDAY 16TH
JOYCE TURNOR
THURSDAY 17TH
MIKE
FRIDAY 18TH
MICHAEL
SATURDAY 19TH
MIKE
SUNDAY 20TH
MICHAEL
MONDAY 21ST
MICHAEL
TUESDAY 22ND
TBA
WEDNESDAY 23RD
JOYCE TURNOR

WAGIN VINEYARD
CHURCH

DOCTOR: 9861 1633
DENTIST: 9861 1400
CHILD HEALTH: 9861 1224
HOSPITAL: 9861 3444
PHARMACY: 9861 1245
VETERINARY SURGEON: 9861 1844
WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL: 9861 3200
WAGIN SHIRE COUNCIL: 9861 1177
WATER SUPPLY: 13 13 75
WESTERN POWER EMERGENCY: 13 13 51
WAGIN STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE: 132 500
AMBULANCE AND FIRE BRIGADE: 000
POLICE STATION: 9852 0000 or 000 OR 131 444

10TH

ANNE
MICHAEL
MIKE
MICHAEL
MICHAEL
MAURIE BECKER
TBA

WHEATBELT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

ANNE

WHEATBELT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE
9621 0999
RURALLINK (AFTER HOURS CARE) 1800 552 002
AVON COMMUNITY SERVICES 9622 2612
AVIVO 9574 9800
AMITY HEALTH 9842 2797
HOLYOAKE 9881 1999
CONSUMER OF MENTAL HEALTH WA 9258 9811
HELPING MINDS 9427 7100
MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCACY SERVICE
1800 999 057

MICHAEL
MIKE
MICHAEL
MICHAEL
MAURIE BECKER
NEIL VAGG
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SOLVE THE RIDDLE
I have a heart that never beats, I have a home but I never sleep. I can take a man’s house
and build another’s. And I love to play games with my many brothers. I am a king among
fools. Who am I?
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LAST EDITION’S ANSWERS
RIDDLE SOLUTION
Tinsel.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR 2022 – THE YEAR OF THE TIGER
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CHOCOLATE-COVERED STRAWBERRY BROWNIES
Gluten-Free – Refined Sugar-Free
Paleo – Dairy-Free
Author: Rachel Conners
www.bakerita.com/about
TOTAL TIME: 40 minutes
YIELD: 16 brownies
INGREDIENTS
• ½ cup + 2 tablespoons (130g) coconut oil
• 1¼ cups (212g) coconut sugar
• ¾
cups
+
2
tablespoons
(70g)
unsweetened cocoa powder
• ¼ teaspoon sea salt
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 large eggs
• ½ cup (48g) blanched almond flour
• 1 cup (6 ounces) dark chocolate chunks,
optional
For the chocolate topping
• 1 cup fresh strawberries, diced
• ⅓ cup (67g) coconut oil
• ⅓ cup (28g) cocoa powder
• 2 tablespoons (42g) maple syrup
METHOD
Step 1
Preheat oven to 165ºC. Line an 8-by-8-inch baking pan with aluminium foil leaving
overhang on the sides, spray with cooking spray; set pan aside.
Step 2
In a large microwave-safe bowl, combine coconut oil, coconut sugar, cocoa powder, salt,
and heat on high power to melt, about 45 seconds. Stop to stir, and heat in 10-second
bursts until mixture has melted and can be stirred smooth (mine took 45 seconds + 15
seconds). Whisk for about 30 seconds to help dissolve the coconut sugar into the oil.
Step 3
Add the vanilla, eggs, and stir vigorously until batter is thick, shiny, and well blended. Add
the almond flour and stir until combined. Stir in the chocolate chunks. Pour the batter into
the prepared pan and spread evenly.
Step 4
Bake until a toothpick in the centre emerges slightly moist with batter, about 22-25 minutes.
Check with a toothpick – it should come out with moist crumbs attached. Don’t over bake!
Let brownies cool completely.
Step 5
Spread the strawberries evenly over the brownies. In a small bowl, whisk together the
coconut oil, cocoa powder, and maple syrup. Pour evenly over the strawberries.
Refrigerate for at least 1 hours before cutting into 16 squares.
Step 6
Brownies will keep in an airtight container in the refrigerator for up to 3 days.
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WAGIN WOOL PRESS CONTRIBUTIONS
The Wagin CRC is trying hard to keep the Wagin Wool Press running as we believe it to
be an important means of connection for our community. However, to be successful,
we need the community to help. We would love it if individuals and community groups
would contribute stories and photos, recipes, or anything else that will keep our
community informed and engaged.
Any comments in passing or interesting activities you have heard about that are coming
up or have happened in our community would also make a great addition. Perhaps you
would like to see a new section started – we welcome your ideas. We also like receive
blog style section where a person or business writes about what has been happening for
them even over the course of a few editions. Any and all ideas will be greatly
appreciated and considered.
All contributions can be sent to the Wagin Wool Press email: news@wagincrc.net.au or
may be handed in to staff at the Wagin Community Resource Centre. For any queries,
comments, or complaints, please contact us at the CRC on 9861 1644.

ADVERTISING RATES 2022/2023

If you would like to advertise your business in the Wagin Wool Press, please email us at
news@wagincrc.net.au and we can send through our advertising forms.
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THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS IS PRODUCED AT THE

46-48 Tudhoe St, Wagin | PH: 9861 1644 | E: admin@wagincrc.net.au
Printed versions of the Wagin Wool Press are available from:
Wagin CRC, Foodworks and Wagin IGA.
The Wagin Wool Press is also available online.
To receive the Wagin Wool Press online please email news@wagincrc.net.au
For any more information or if you are wishing to contribute or advertise
please contact the Wagin CRC.
CRC OPERATING HOURS
Monday – Friday, 9am – 4pm
CLOSED Weekends and Public Holidays
THE WAGIN CRC IS MANAGED BY A VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSON: Jessica Hamersley | VICE CHAIR: Vicki Daley
SECRETARY: Jessica Booth | TREASURER: Jeffery Stewart | SHIRE REP: VACANT
MEMBERS: Calista Van Schalkwyk, Kayla Patuwai, Kathy Wilkinson

DISCLAIMER:

1) No liability shall be incurred by the Wagin Wool Press by reason of any amendments to, or
error; inaccuracy in; partial total omission of an advertisement; by reason of delay; default or
from any other cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Wagin Wool Press the error clearly
reduces the value of advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to the Wagin Wool Press within
5 business days of the publication date, then one correction insertion will be made at no charge.
2) While the Wagin Wool Press aims to publish all material submitted, the Wagin Wool Press
reserves the right to refuse to publish or re-publish any contribution or advertisement without
giving any reason.
3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which may appear to be defamatory
or accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute.
4) The Wagin Wool Press reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other
than advertisements.
5) The opinions, views and beliefs expressed in articles and other submissions to the Wagin Wool
Press do not necessarily reflect the opinion, views or beliefs of the CRC staff or Committee.
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