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WAGIN CRC HOLIDAY CLOSURE 

The Wagin CRC will be closed from December 25th – January 8th, 2018. 

The Staff and Management Committee would like to wish everybody a safe and happy holidays! 

 

WAGIN WOOL PRESS HOLIDAY CLOSURE 

This is the last edition of the Wagin Wool Press for 2017! The Wool Press will return back on February 

1st, 2018. Please continue to send news or updates through to Kelly and she will attend to them when 

she is back in the office on Monday, January 15th. 

 

RSM BUSINESS LOCAL 

RSM Australia is a provider of Business Local – a Small Business Development Corporation service 

funded by the Government of WA.  

The RSM Business Advisors assist small businesses and start-ups at NO-COST across four regions in WA. 

They encourage the development and growth of small businesses by providing advice, information, 

resources and contacts to intenders, start-ups and existing small business operators.  

The Business Local advisers can provide expert advice on a range of services including:  

Business Start-Up, Business Planning, Financial Planning, Marketing, Licenses & Registrations, Taxation 

& Funding, Succession Planning, E-Commerce and Industrial Relations. 

Throughout 2018 the Wagin CRC will be hosting a number of RSM Business Workshops. If you own a 

small business or are looking at starting up a small business these are the workshops for you! 

Keep an eye on our social media platforms, as well as the Wool Press for workshop dates. 

 

EXCEL WORKSHOP 

If you weren’t able to make our Excel Workshop held on December 6th, the content is available to 

purchase on a thumb drive for a fee of $15.00. We will be hosting more Excel workshops in 2018 and 

would love to hear about what you are interested in learning at these workshops. 

 

RECYCLING AT THE CRC 

You will find a Cartridges 4 Planet Ark box as well as a Mobile Muster box located in our front foyer. 

We encourage you to bring in your used toner bottles. Laser or inkjet cartridges of any brand as well 

as any old mobile phones. 

 

PHOTO PRINTING 

Don’t forget you can get your photos printed at the CRC! 

Our photo printing sizes and costs are: 

4x6: $1.00 

5x7: $1.50 

A4: $2.50 

A3: $5.50 

 

2018 WOOL PRESS CHARGES 

As of the first edition for 2018 (February 1st) the Wagin Wool Press will be available for a fee of 

$1.50. Subscribing online to receive the Wool Press will remain FREE, 

We look forward to the community’s continued support of the Wool Press in 2018. 
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Councillors and staff would like to take this opportunity to wish all residents a Happy and Safe 

Christmas and New Year. 

2017/2018 CHRISTMAS / NEW YEAR SHIRE OFFICE HOURS  

 Friday 22nd December Open as normal  

 Monday 25th December Office Closed – Public Holiday 

 Tuesday 26th December Office Closed – Public Holiday 

 Wednesday 27th December Office Closed  

 Thursday 28th December Office Closed 

 Friday 29th December Office Closed  

 Monday 1st January Office Closed – Public Holiday 

 Tuesday 2nd January Open as normal 

Shire Emergency Contacts over the Xmas / New Year Period 

Brian 

Roderick DCEO 0427 081265 9861 2187 

Allen Hicks 

Manager of 

Works 0427 611252 9861 1252 

Nathan 

Cook Ranger 0437 823443   

 

COMMUNITY GYMNASIUM 

The Shire will be opening a new Community Gym on the 1st March 2018, to be located at the 

Wagin Memorial Swimming Pool Community Room. 

Staff are currently obtaining gym equipment, putting together all the administration information, 

forms and membership costs. 

More information will be provided to the community over the next couple of months. 

 
TAVISTOCK STREET UPGRADES 

Under Regional Road Group Black Spot Funding Council has received funds to upgrade Tavistock Street to 

allow a certain class of heavy vehicles (Network 2 to 4) to access the street safely.  The project was budgeted 

at $121,800 with funding of $81,200 and Council committing a third of $40,600. This project has been on the 

drawing board for the past two years, with significant hold-ups in obtaining the correct Main Roads approvals 

and coming up with a suitable design plan. 

Finally, all approvals are in place and Main Roads have completed a complying safety and design plan to 

enable trucks servicing businesses in Tavistock Street to access the street legally. 

The works must be carried out in accordance with the Main Road design plan, the key upgrades being: 

 

 A 2.5 metre wide coloured medium strip (same level as existing bitumen) up the middle of the street. 

(The strip is a pedestrian safe zone that can be crossed by vehicles) 

 Two new nibs at either end of Usil Lane (on the Southern side of Tavistock St) 

 Angle parking bays on either side of the street  

 

As part of the upgrade, the Townscape Committee will look at the streetscape improvements for the street. 

 

Plans can be viewed at the Shire Office or on Council’s website www.wagin.wa.gov.au. Should residents 

have any queries regarding this upgrade please contact the Shire Office on 08 9861 1177. 

http://www.wagin.wa.gov.au/
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Hello to our Library Community 

Well, it's Christmas time again, and I'm sure we all wonder how it seems to arrive more quickly each year. 

Wagin Library & Gallery has received two generous presents in the last fortnight - an early Christmas indeed 

for us!  The first is a beautifully-produced art volume donated to us by the Combined Churches of Wagin. A 

full article about that gift can be found elsewhere in this issue of the Wool Press.  The second present is a 

framed photograph of Tudhoe Street and Wagin from when the town was just beginning its illustrious history, 

given to us by Cay Gell and family. We are very pleased to have this, as many tourists from both Australia and 

overseas come into the Library to view our two permanent art collections and see our heritage-listed 1912 

Wagin Road Board building from the inside. (Next time you're in, ask to look at the beautiful and historical 

Western Australian decal on the inside of the old metal door.) Having a photographic example of our early 

history to show people will be very interesting for them and will act as a 'taster' for when we send them on to 

see our extensive social history museum, the Wagin Historical Village. Grateful thanks go to both Liz Pederick, 

Chairperson of the Combined Churches of Wagin and Cay Gell for their thoughtful gifts which will benefit 

library patrons, library staff and visitors to the Wagin Library & Gallery. 

Wagin Library & Gallery would also like to thank Susan Forden, who makes a special trip to water our Little 

Community Garden three times a week. The plants are thriving under her care, and it's just about time to plant 

some more things into the gaps. We're thrilled with how well everything is doing, and it must be partly due to 

the love and care by everyone who has given us something towards its establishment, whether that be plants, 

sheep manure, hoses and fittings, a hose cart, Seasol, labour, or simply their good wishes. Powerful stuff. 

While we won't be holding our Christmas decoration raffle this year, our very clever Annette Hefford has once 

again furnished the interior of the Library with some exquisitely crafted decorations made from recycled book 

pages to put all our patrons in the Christmas spirit. Thanks to Jessica Hamersley's thoughtfulness, we also have 

colour-your-own bunting flags on the coffee table for when you or the children want a quick break from 

thinking about everything that has to be done before Christmas! While you're recuperating, look around at 

the selection of Christmas-themed items displayed in various places around the Library for you to choose, 

thanks to Wendy Steels of the Friends of Wagin Library & Gallery group. However, everyone's getting into the 

mood and they're going home for Christmas fast, so pick them up soon! 

Wagin Library & Gallery will be open right up until the morning of Saturday 23rd December, so if you know 

you'll be running short of new things to read, listen to or view over this Christmas New Year period, come on in 

and visit us before the Library closes over the break. However, we won't be closed for very long - Graeme will 

be 'at the helm' again on Tuesday afternoon of January 2nd. There are notices regarding the library hours in 

the display box outside the Library, and on the front door giving you all the information about our library days 

over this period. The Shire website will also have this information available. 

Stephanie, Graeme, Tina and all our valued volunteers wish all our library patrons and the wider Wagin 

community a wonder-full and peaceful Christmas, and a safe and joyous New Year! 

See you soon in 2018. Until then, happy reading, happy times with your loved ones, and safe travels! 

 

WAGIN LIBRARY & GALLERY OPENING TIMES 

MONDAY: 2pm - 4pm      THURSDAY: 10am – 12pm | 2pm – 5pm 

TUESDAY: 2pm – 5pm      FRIDAY: 1pm – 5pm  

WEDNESDAY: 10am – 12pm | 2pm – 5pm   SATURDAY: 10am – 12pm  

 

Library 

Lines 
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AROUND WEST ARTHUR 
WITH WEST ARTHUR CRC 
Wonderful Christmas Tree 

Some very excited children welcomed Father Christmas to the annual Darkan Primary School 

Christmas tree last Friday night on December 15.  Dressed in some beautiful Christmas colours and 

finery, there was the usual explosion of paper as gifts were unwrapped and greeted with delight.  

It’s always a fun evening for both kids and parents and thanks to the P&C for the catering.   

 

Health and Resource Centre Update 

Carpet is being laid and painting is in progress at the Health and Resource Centre expansion. The 

building works should be completed by the end of February. The old carport has been removed 

from the rear as clearing commenced for the parking and some plumbing work. 

 

Updated Directory 

A new Community Directory for 2018-2019 is about to be put together for Darkan and West Arthur. 

The Directory is issued free of charge to every household and business in the Shire every two years, 

and has become a well used and valued resource If you wish to be part of this directory and thus 

tap into greater business opportunities please contact the West Arthur CRC by Wed 20th Dec on 

9736 2000 or westarthur@crc.net.au. 

 

Australia Day Breakfast  

The annual Australia Day breakfast will be held at Lake Towerrinning on Friday, January 26, 2018, 

with breakfast served from 8.00am. Please bring your own cup, plate, bowl, cutlery and chair. The 

Shire will not be providing any chairs this year. If anyone has any eggs to donate to the breakfast 

please advise the Shire Office prior to the event to ensure we have an appropriate amount on the 

day. All donations appreciated. New sponsors are always welcome - businesses, groups, or 

individuals. Donations may be made by cash or cheque to the Shire Office or by EFT. You can 

contact the Shire office on 9736 2222 during office hours. 

 

Sheepfest 2018 

You may have heard about the Sheepfest coming up and be wondering what it’s all about. Well, 

a group of very enthusiastic and passionate community members are planning an exciting event 

for our town that celebrates and centres around an important aspect of our community — sheep!   

There will be plenty of fun and entertainment, so for now, put the date of Saturday, February 10 on 

your calendar and tell your friends and family!  Stay tuned for updates and make sure you join our 

Facebook page “Darkan Sheepfest.” 

 

Darkan Stormy Writers’ Group 

A keen band of would-be writers came to the second meeting of the Darkan Stormy Writers’ Group, 

beginning the evening with the now traditional Dark and Stormy cocktail, followed by the sharing 

of a paragraph written in the genre or style of a favourite author.  There was a little bit of romance, 

mystery, crime and historical drama and much laughter, followed by a discussion about writing, 

inspiration and activities to keep the creative juices flowing over the holidays.  The next challenge 

ready for the February meeting is to write something on the theme of Christmas and January.  It can 

be poetic, funny, serious, fictitious, true life, historical etc.  The next meeting will be early February 

with a date to be announced.  Contact Pam Stockley on 9736 1780 for any details. 

 

Shire Update 

Shire staff have been assisting the Glenorchy School volunteers with painting and maintenance of 

the old school in preparation for their Centenary next year.   

The information panels for the Collie Darkan Rail Trail have arrived and staff have commenced the 

construction of the new signs ready for installation in the new year. 
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Seniors CRC Wrap  

A small final Seniors quiz for the year didn’t dampen the fun they had.  The CRC will rearrange the 

usual dates of the Seniors Quizzes to avoid the December busy time next year.  The West Arthur CRC 

is very grateful to everyone who supported a Seniors event at the CRC in 2017 and looks forward to 

continued event support in their wonderful new venue in 2018. 

The Shed News 

Memberships are now due for The Darkan Shed.  There are different categories of membership but 

the full membership gives you access to three sections in the shed including areas for woodworking, 

metal work and a recreational area including a kitchen and function area.  The later area is 

available for use by social members and for hire by the general community.  Membership is $50, 

Concession $25, Social $5 and Locker hire is $35.  The Shed operates as a reference group to the 

Shire of West Arthur.  Fees can be made at the Shire office and members will be provided with an 

entry code.   

 

It’s a great time to join the Shed as there is a lot coming up in 2018 including a Blokes on a Bus (trip 

in February, Working with Warriors Men’s Health Seminar in March and a Metal Men welding 

workshop in April. For further information contact the Chairperson Phil Harrington on 0458 942 776 or 

Kym Gibbs at kgibbs@westarthur.wa.gov.au 

 

CHRISTMAS STORY 
BY GLENYS BALL 
My siblings and I came from a generation who had few toys and were very envious of those who 

were lucky enough to be spoiled and even they were few and far between.  Toy gifts came only at 

Christmas time and not any other day during the year. 

In the 1950's Christmas was a big occasion that we as children hung out for all year.  One Christmas 

our family went all the way to Boddington from Badgebup in a Maple Leaf truck with no air 

conditioning in 40-degree heat to spend Christmas with our aunt, uncle and cousins.  

Our uncle was a police constable and Boddington was his first posting.  He frightened the life out of 

me once when he locked my sister and me one day in the cell.   It was just for a minute but we had 

to make a fuss and he got told off by the mums. The Christmas we visited there was a prisoner in the 

cell for a minor offence - probably misbehaving the night before, or drinking in Boddington's Main 

Street.  But he didn't miss out on the celebration and he wasn't ignored.  Our aunty made him a 

special plate of Christmas food and walked across to the jail in the next paddock alongside the 

station house and gave him the food as well as a cool drink.    

That year I received my first bike.  It was a second-hand bike and had been done up by my uncle 

or that was what I was told; it may have been restored by Mum and Dad and hidden on the back 

of the truck for the trip, but the uncle has always been given the credit.  

It was the last present to be handed out from under the tree and I was sitting on the couch believing 

that I had been forgotten.   I must have looked pretty miserable and only at the last minute did I 

see the very obvious bike and was ecstatic.  I spent the rest of the day practising and with Dad 

running alongside by the end of the visit I could cycle without falling off.  No helmet of course. 

It was the same year that Dad received a border collie pup that had been found wandering out in 

the bush when the police had been called to sort out a fight a few days before Christmas.  That 

pup became Benny who lived a long and happy life with us and even became a front-page star 

on the Albany Advertiser newspaper when he was lost at Middleton Beach.  It was a human interest 

story about a farm dog being lost on the beach 

We found him weeks later in Mt Barker and I went with a friend who had a drivers licence and 

picked him up.  We think Benny jumped onto the back of a ute down on the beach and went for 
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a long ride.  When I knocked on the door of the house and it opened Benny heard my voice and 

ran down the passage.   Such a happy ending.    

Benny died age 17 and is buried in the driveway of the Lime Lake farm.  Mum and Dad would argue 

for years after his death about whose arms were holding him when he took his last breath.  

A couple of years passed after that Christmas and my aunty and uncle were transferred to 

Cunderdin and once again, this time in a Ford Customline car, my sister and I were taken on a long 

trip to spend the day with them.   Mum made Dad stop outside of the town and wash our faces 

with a wet flannel using water from a puddle on the side of the road.  Then from a bag, she 

produced two new dresses along with some white socks and our 'Show Day'shoes. 

Being the big sister, she wanted to impress her younger sibling who had two sons with how beautiful 

her daughters were.  

This Christmas I received a china tea set which lasted only a day when a cup was broken somehow 

as we played 'afternoon tea' out on the enclosed verandah.  

The first Christmas at our farm in Cartmeticup saw my sister and I being woken in what seemed the 

middle of the night with lots of laughter coming from the backyard.  We snuck out to see what was 

going on and Mum, Dad and Nanna were trying to put up an Indian Tent, which was going to be 

a surprise for us in the morning. 

Dad was inside the tent trying to prop it up, Mum was telling him what to do and Nanna was trying 

to help and stay out of the argument at the same time.   She had drunk a few sherries as had Dad 

drunk a beer or two and Mum probably had a shandy (a half beer half lemonade). 

When Mum saw us, girls, hiding on the verandah she threw a teary tantrum about how the surprise 

was spoiled and we both got told off and put back to bed.  It didn't matter that we had seen the 

tent, it was still a surprise when we got up in the morning and we crept out to look at the tree to see 

a big standing blackboard which I knew would have been for me. 

Dad always went out with an axe to drive somewhere to get the tree.   He would have usually 

spotted one in a paddock somewhere the months before.  The day my brother was born 

(December 22, 1958) Dad was walking through the kitchen dragging a tree when the phone rang 

from the hospital to tell him that he had a son.  Nanna threw her arms around him saying 'Ooh Ken 

I am so happy you have a son'  I was ten years old and at the time I thought what is so special about 

a son? 

Christmas lunch was very different back in the 50's.  It was kept simple by budget restraints and for 

practical reasons.  At our house, the midday meal was served around the kitchen table.  So as not 

to have the  Metters stove going flat out on a hot day and heating up the room we had cold meat 

and salad and enjoyed a trifle with custard and jelly and of course the Christmas pudding with 

sixpences hidden in it.   The salads were old favourites,  a watermelon cut up with onion and 

sprinkled with mint,  sliced tomato and onion in vinegar and don't forget the beetroot in jelly.  Then 

kept until the last minute, out from the kero fridge to the table came a plate of the still popular 

devilled eggs. 

No wine or beer was served, but there was a fruit punch made of ginger ale, cold black tea and 

pineapple juice in a big bowl that the kids could dip from all afternoon.   

We made the decorations around the walls from crepe paper and there were always crackers on 

the table to pull with a little object and a napkin inside. One year I remember making little paper 

baskets filled with homemade coconut ice and pieces of toffee for each place setting. 
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In our house, there was a wonderful Christmas tradition and our Mum wholeheartedly threw herself 

into the magic of the occasion.  In the middle of the night when she was sure that we were asleep 

she would sneak into our bedrooms and leave at the bottom of our bed a pillowslip filled with 

interesting little things that would entertain us for hours on Christmas Day. 

This routine didn't stop when we grew out of our childhood.  I remember being 21 and my pillowslip 

was filled with balloons to give it some bulk and at the bottom was a package of face makeup and 

some new bathers.  

Be safe over this Christmas period, do everything in moderation and how you spend the day be it 

busily with family and friends or peacefully by yourself, enjoy the space and be content.  

Best wishes to you all for 2018.    

 

FRIENDS OF THE WAGIN LIBRARY & GALLERY NEWS 
BY JESSICA HAMERSLEY 

Tis the season for reading, and eating, and 

talking, and reading, and eating, and talking, 

and reading and reading and reading! Let’s 

hope we all have time to catch up on our 

reading over the holiday season. Our lovely 

library has a great selection of books for you, 

as well as a range of audio books and DVDs. 

Escaping into a book is a wonderful way to 

take a holiday at home. 

Our library is looking nicely festive, thanks to 

Annette and Wendy’s efforts. It's great to see 

that books can be repurposed in such 

decorative ways to give them yet another 

phase of usefulness. 

 

Our Little Community Garden is coming along 

nicely thanks to the efforts of Stephanie and 

Susan Forden. More plants are always 

welcome and will be well looked after with 

Susan volunteering to keep up the watering 

for us. I still haven’t seen anyone sitting in the 

shade having a quiet read by the garden, maybe after Christmas. 

The Wagin Library & Gallery is very important to our community in many ways, but like all things 

government funded is susceptible to changes made necessary for fiscal reasons. I will conclude my 

contributions for 2017 with an excerpt from the State Library of WA’s webpage. I urge you to 

download the information, become familiar with it and complete the survey. If we want to retain 

services in the country we must speak up for them. 

WA Public Libraries Strategy 

Public libraries are much-loved and much-used facilities. Across Western Australia’s 231 public 

libraries, there are more than one million active library members who borrowed more than 16 million 

physical items and some 600,000 e-books and audiobooks in 2015-16.  But there is a need for 

significant, transformational change to deliver more efficient and flexible public library services to 

continue to meet Western Australia’s growing and diverse community needs. 

The WA Public Libraries Strategy is the result of extensive research and consultation through the 

Public Libraries Working Group and with stakeholders including local government authorities.  

WA Public Libraries are inviting feedback on the Strategy from library members, local governments, 

community organisations and the Western Australian community.  
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You can provide your feedback through this survey or by email to 

publiclibraryconsultation@slwa.wa.gov.au 

Background Paper - Western Australian Public Libraries: Our Future (PDF 2MB) 

WA Public Libraries Strategy - A New Chapter for our Public Library Systems (PDF 1MB) 
 
 

DONATION OF ART BOOK TO WAGIN LIBRARY & GALLERY 
BY STEPHANIE DIMMOCK 
Our Mob, God’s Story is a beautifully published hardcover book that, as John Nolan says, has a 

place in every library.1 Thanks to the generosity of the Combined Churches of Wagin, this award-

winning art book has recently been donated to the Wagin Library & Gallery, and we are most 

honoured to receive it. 

 

 
Combined Churches of Wagin representative Liz Pederick and Wagin Library & Gallery Manager 

Stephanie Dimmock with the donated book, Our Mob, God's Story, opened at Nyoongar artist 

Daphne Davis' entry. Photo Owen Dzubiel. 

Published to celebrate the bicentennial of the Bible Society in Australia (the oldest continuous 

organisation in this country), the book represents an important shift in thinking for the Bible Society, 

which since its early days has been primarily devoted to distributing copies of the Bible and 

"spreading the word". 

For many Indigenous Australians, Christianity has been an important game changer in their lives at 

a time when knowledge of the Bible seems to be on the wane among many other Australians. 

Seventy-three percent of Indigenous Australians claim Christianity as their faith — more than the 

general population. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WAPLC
mailto:publiclibraryconsultation@slwa.wa.gov.au
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Public_Libraries_Our_Future_Background_Paper.pdf
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/WA_Public_Libraries_Strategy.pdf
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However, Bible Society Australia Chief Executive Greg Clarke says there is a need, to be honest 

about the mistakes of the past. The missionaries who introduced Indigenous Australians to the Bible 

were also involved in suppressing Indigenous languages and separating children from their parents. 

"It's something we're deeply ashamed of as a nation, and certainly as a Christian church, that we 

have let people down in many places and many times," Mr Clarke says. 

"We need to face that and be honest about that, and having done that, to be able to explore 

some of the good things that have happened as well, and learn from that." 

One of the lessons learnt is the importance of using "languages of the heart" to communicate the 

Gospel. 

Bible Society Australia is working to produce translations of the Bible in the very languages that were 

once suppressed. But as Mr Clarke admits, the languages of the heart are different for different 

people. For Indigenous Australians, he says, pictorial forms of communication are embedded in 

their traditional art. For Our Mob, God's Story, 66 artists representing 41 language groups across 

Australia have donated the use of their stories and their artwork. Safina Stewart, a young Bunjil artist 

from Mabuiag Island, Torres Strait and Wuthathi country, Queensland, says visual art has an 

important role. 

"I've seen how powerful [art] is to tell stories to people who have no idea about Jesus and 

Indigenous culture."2 

This is a faith-based text in every sense, filled with personal faith stories and artworks done by 

Australia’s First Nations peoples. The vibrant artworks are visually captivating and spiritually moving, 

depicting some of the most loved stories from the Old and New Testament Bible – from creation to 

crucifixion. 

It took two dedicated women - Louise Sherman from Bible Society Australia and Christobel 

Mattingley, an award-winning author herself - seven years to compile this work, and the finished 

product clearly demonstrates all the hard work that went into its publication. 

A large-format volume printed on heavy gloss paper and with a sturdy slipcover, Our Mob, God's 

Story showcases over 115 paintings by 65 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists from across 

Australia. Each double page opening has a brief description of the painting, some background 

information about the artists and their personal vision of the art they have created. A large colour 

plate of the artwork is located on the right-hand page supported by a Bible quote that identifies 

the event depicted within the Christian tradition. Explanation of some of the symbols is given at the 

start of the book while the Forward by Mirian-Rose Ungunmeer Baumann explores the unifying 

importance of storytelling to all people and the spirituality of life that underpins and imbues the 

paintings.3 

Wagin Library & Gallery Library Manager Stephanie Dimmock thanks Liz Pederick, Chairperson, and 

the Combined Churches of Wagin for the gift of this stunning book, and we hope that our Wagin 

community will find many uses for it in both home and educational settings as a resource for the 

study and appreciation of art, culture, reconciliation and religion. 

 

Louise Sherman and Christobel Mattingley (Editors) Our Mob, God’s Story: Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander artists share their faith, Bible Society Australia, March 2017, 237pp., $49.99 (hbk), ISBN: 

9780647519585 

 

1. "Our Mob, God’s Story: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists share their faith". Reviewed by 

John Nolan, Children's Book Council of Australia, May 24, 2017, at http://readingtime.com.au/mob-

gods-story-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-artists-share-faith/ 

 

2. "Our Mob, God's Story: Indigenous artists share Christian faith through painting" by Rachael Kohn 

for The Spirit of Things at http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-12/indigenous-artists-share-christian-

faith-through-painting/8340658  

 

3. Bible Society Australia, https://www.biblesociety.org.au/our-mob/ 
 

 

http://readingtime.com.au/mob-gods-story-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-artists-share-faith/
http://readingtime.com.au/mob-gods-story-aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-artists-share-faith/
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/spiritofthings/
https://www.biblesociety.org.au/our-mob/
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RULE CHANGE FOR PERSONAL SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS 

From 1st of July, 2017 new superannuation rules allow employees to contribute their savings to 

superannuation and claim a tax deduction. Previously this option was only available to the self-

employed. The change will enable employees to top up their retirement savings in a tax effective 

and simple way.  

The new rules enable family members who are employed ‘off-farm' to make lump sum tax 

deductible superannuation contributions. In the past, these ‘off-farm' wages could deem the 

individual ineligible as they were not viewed as being self-employed, even though the majority of 

their income is farm income. 

Example: 

Off-farm wages  $30,000 

Farm income   $90,000 

Total    $120,000 

Less: super   $20,000 

Taxable income  $100,000 

Personal tax saved (39%) $7,800 

Super fund tax (15%) $3,000 

Net tax saving  $4,800 

 

Under the old rules, the individual would have been ineligible to claim a tax deduction for their 

super contribution due to their wages being more than 10% of their taxable income (i.e. not self-

employed). 

Another way to take advantage of this rule change is to transfer listed shares as a deductible 

contribution, rather than savings. If you have one of the many superannuation funds that allow 

share contributions you could transfer the ownership of these shares from your name into your 

superannuation fund and claim a tax deduction equal to the market value (subject to limits outlined 

below). Capital gains tax needs to be taken into account when considering this strategy. If the 

transfer triggers a capital gain, the gain could be offset by the superannuation deduction. If the 

transfer triggers a capital loss, then the loss will be carried forward indefinitely to be offset against 

future capital gains.   

It is important to note that the deductible contributions cap for the 2017/18 financial year is $25,000, 

which is lower than prior years. The cap applies to all age groups, which means there is NOT a 

special higher cap for older people. The $25,000 cap includes the contributions that an employer 

makes on your behalf. 

The above is general information only and does not take into account your personal circumstances 

and cannot be relied upon as advice. 

 

Dale Woodruff 

Director 

Byfields – Wagin 
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THE QUIET LION TOUR 2017 
BY BRITTANY BOLT 

The Wagin Lions Club sponsors a student to participate 

in the Quiet Lion Tour which is organised by the Burma 

Thailand Railway Memorial Association each year. Here 

is the report from Brittany Bolt, our 2017 recipient. 

I would love to thank everyone from the Wagin Lions 

Club for giving me the amazing opportunity to go to 

Thailand for the 2017 Quiet Lions Tour. 

This was my first trip overseas and for what an incredible 

purpose, I could not be more grateful for being provided with the experience to learn about the 

stories of the prisoners of war, Sir Weary Dunlop and the hardships, bravery and mateship of our 

soldiers, doctors and nurses. 

I wish I could choose a favourite part of the trip but I can’t, I honestly loved every minute, I feel like 

I had gained so much over the course of the 11 days and memories of which will remain with me 

for the rest of my life. 

Every place we visited held a significance, in Thailand culture and Australian history.  

Two of the most memorable parts of the trip for me was the Dawn Service at Hellfire Pass and 

participating in the Wreath Laying Ceremony on ANZAC Day at the War Cemetery in 

Kanchanaburi, which I feel incredibly privileged to be a part of and represent Australia in 

remembering and honouring those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

After this trip, I have remembered how important it is for the younger generations of Australia to 

learn about the stories of our soldiers and the sacrifices that were made for our country.  

The story of Sir Weary Dunlop and the torture and hardship endured by the prisoners of war working 

on the Burma Thailand Railway and Hellfire Pass was never mentioned through school, I couldn’t 

believe how their stories hadn’t been told.  

Without this trip, I would never have known about what happened to our soldiers in Thailand and 

now it is something that I will remember for the rest of my life. I have realised how easy it is to overlook 

things that have happened in history because we simply haven’t witnessed them personally. But 

this trip has allowed me to walk in the footsteps of prisoners of war across Thailand to prison camps 

and significant sites which are either preserved in time or have been emulsified by modern Thailand 

as markets or gardens. 

Their memory and their stories live on through future generations, and we must ensure they are never 

forgotten. 

I cannot convey the gratitude and admiration that I have towards the Lions Club for the amazing 

opportunities you present to the future generations. I would love to encourage other young people 

to get involved, talk to the members of the Lions Club and absorb as much information about our 

soldiers and open yourselves up for opportunities to learn. The significance of the heroism and 

comradeship and sacrifices made by the men and women of war should always be remembered. 

Also a huge thank you to David Piesse for sharing all the knowledge and stories throughout the tour, 

Ian Holding for the rigorous organisation and ensuring the trip always ran smoothly and Neil 

MacPherson, who was a true honour to meet and hear about his stories as a POW survivor,  

Thank you. 
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2017 AT THE WAGIN CRC 
BY KELLY ENRIGHT  
2017 started with finalising and submitting our funding application with DPIRD through a closed 

tender process in February. Our application was reviewed and with a few minor changes to be 

made we were successful in obtaining 18 months’ worth of funding although the amount granted 

not only for the Wagin CRC all CRC’s was considerably less we were all grateful nonetheless. 

 

Throughout 2017 the Wagin CRC hosted a total of 26 events, this includes all of our workshops, 

courses, school holiday programs etc. We would like to thank everyone who attended our events 

throughout the year we appreciate every single participant and we look forward to seeing you at 

our events in 2018. 

 

You may have also noticed through part of 2017 the CRC was receiving a bit of a makeover, with 

builders, plumbers, electricians and more in and out of the CRC and before we knew it the old 

Westpac bank area had been transformed into the new Wool Press area. This makeover came as 

a shock to many of the community members, but the upgrade opened up the front foyer of the 

CRC and gave it a new fresh look. The new area is functioning well for the Wool Press as well as our 

computer station located on the other side of our new area.  

 

We also had a variety of staff and many fresh faces through the CRC during 2017, we would like to 

thank Kasey George (Ex-Assistant Coordinator), Ayla Smith (Ex-Trainee), Hannah George (Ex-CSO), 

Janette Inness(Ex-Coordinator) and our WPLS Shine Green for their contributions as staff throughout 

the year. 

Our Management Committee also saw many changes throughout 2017 and we wish to thank 

everyone who played a part in our Committee through the year. 

 

This year we had 68 financial members, being a member of the CRC entitles you to discount on our 

everyday services, discounts on our event fee’s, the ability to use the computers anytime as well as 

giving you the opportunity to attend and vote at AGMs and much more. 

We would like to thank all of our 2017-18 financial members, for their continued support throughout 

the year. 

 

The Staff and Management Committee of the Wagin CRC would like to wish the Community safe 

and happy holidays and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

On the next page, there is a collage of some of the photos taken throughout the year. 

 
Debutante Ball held at Dumbleyung hall Saturday, April 11th, 

1964. 

The debutantes were received by the Premier Sir David and 

Mrs Brand in the Dumbleyung Hall, tickets were 1 pound each. 

Kathleen Ann Scott partnered by John Cooper, Judith Adele 

Reeves partnered by Leo Moran, Kay Lorraine Filmer partnered 

by Laurence Stanley, Alka Claire Idziak partnered by Anthony 

Kelly, Leonie Mairee Thompson partnered by Graham 

Gooding, Faye Irene Black partnered by Brian Smith, Leonie 

Rae Faulkner partnered by Colin Matthews, Yvonne Margaret 

Taylor partnered by Terry Ward, Beryl Jean Cook partnered by 

Hywel evans, Lynette Irene Hall partnered by Kenneth Bairstow, 

Edna Pearce partnered by Anthony Ward, Bevereley Ann Kent 

partnered by Desmond Forbes, Kerry Patricia Darcey 

partnered by William White & Marlene Ann Bairstow partnered 

by Terry Bairstow. The couples were trained by Mrs Ruby 

McDonald and the pianist was Mrs W Dawson, I am told it was 

a wonderful night. 
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OUR WONDERFUL WAGIN VOLUNTEERS 

WHAT WOULD WE DO WITHOUT THEM THEM ALL 

THEY ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO ASSIST US ALL 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED WITHOUT A THOUGHT 

SURE THEY ARE THERE WITH THEIR SUPPORT 

AMBULANCE, FIRE BRIGADE, MELAS ON WHEELS, 

STATE EMERGENCY SERVICES AND ALL MANY 

INFIVIDUALS WHO ARE THERE FOR US. A BIG 

THANKYOU TO YOU ALL FROM ALL THE GRATEFULL 

PEOPLE OF WAGIN. 

BEST WISHES FOR A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND 

A WONDERFUL 2018. 
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Visual Effects Framing and Gallery 

2 Trent St Wagin 

mob. 0428 611 697 

 

For all your Custom Framing 

Dreams 
Art, Canvas, Sporting Memorabilia, Photos, 

Collections. 
 

and for fabulous COFFEE and Australian Giftware 
Anna Chandler, LEE GARRETT, Zorya Candles 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mobile Coffee Cart available for your Event 

Call Shane and Fiona Dawson 
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WAGIN CHURCH SERVICES 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC 

CHURCH WAGIN 

ST GEORGES ANGLICAN 

COMMUNITY OF WAGIN 

THE WAGIN BAPTIST 

CHURCH 

WAGIN VINEYARD 

CHURCH 

WAGIN UNITING 

CHURCH 

6 PM SATURDAY &  

8 AM 1ST SUNDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

MASS, MONDAY 25TH 

DECEMBER 2017, 

8.00AM 

SUNDAY 9AM 

ALL WELCOME 

 

SUNDAY 10.30AM 

ALL WELCOME 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & 

CRÈCHE 

We wish you a Blessed 

Christmas and joy-filled 

New Year 

DECEMBER 24TH 

Christmas Eve service 

10.00am Wagin CWA hall 

DECEMBER 31ST 

NO SERVICE 

JANUARY 7TH 

Let’s honour Jesus together 

at 10.00am 

CWA Hall 

JANUARY 14TH AND 28TH 

All are welcome to join us 

10.00am 

CWA Hall 

January 21st there will be 

No Service 

Enquires 9862 2049 
 

24th December 

Wagin 10.15am 

Rev S Van Schalkwyk 

25th December 

Wagin 9.00am  

Rev S Van Schalkwyk 

31st December 

Wagin 10.15am 

Rev S Van Schalkwyk 

 

7th,14th,21st&28th 

January  

Wagin 10.15am 

HISTORICAL VILLAGE ROSTER  
AM    PM 
FRIDAY 22ND 

Ron    Peter 

SATURDAY 23RD 

Christine Rich   Neil Vagg 

SUNDAY 24TH  

CLOSED 

MONDAY 25TH  

CLOSED 

TUESDAY 26TH  

CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY 27TH  

Joyce & Marleen   Denise Palmer 

THURSDAY 28TH  

Ron    Stephanie Stutley 

FRIDAY 29TH  

Ron    Peter 

SATURDAY 30TH  

Christine Rich   Melanie Meehan 

SUNDAY 31ST  

Melanie Meehan  Neil Vagg 

MONDAY 1ST JANUARY 

Stephanie Stutley  Alan & Ludy Dean 

TUESDAY 2ND 

Ron    TBA 

WEDNESDAY 3RD  

Joyce & Marleen  Anne Brooks 

THURSDAY 4TH  

Ron    Stephanie Stutley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WAGIN AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETY IS SEEKING 

INTERESTED PERSONS TO 

HOST OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 

AND INTERSTATE JUDGES 

OVER THE 2018 

WOOLORAMA 9-10 MARCH 

 

ACCOMMODATION WILL BE 

PAID FOR BY THE SOCIETY 

AND HOSTS ARE REQUESTED 

TO CONTACT  

CAROLYN WEBSTER  

PH: 98611611 

 MOB: 0419568222  

EMAIL: 
SECRETARY@WOOLORAMA.COM.AU 

 

mailto:SECRETARY@WOOLORAMA.COM.AU
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THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS IS PRODUCED AT THE

 
46-48 Tudhoe St, Wagin | PH: 9861 1644 | E: wagin@crc.net.au  

 

Printed versions of the Wagin Wool Press are available from; 

 The CRC, Wagin Newsagency, Foodworks, Doms Deli, Visual Arts Framing and Gallery, 

Lambshank Café, Cresswells Emporium and the Wagin Library and Gallery. 

 

The Wagin Wool Press is also available online. To receive the Wool Press online please email 

news@wagincrc.net.au 

For any more information or if you are wishing to contribute/advertise please contact the CRC. 

 

CRC OPERATING HOURS 

Monday – Friday  

9:00am – 4:00pm  

CLOSED Weekends and Public Holidays 

 

THE WAGIN CRC IS MANAGED BY A VOLUNTEER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CHAIRPERSON: Stephanie Dimmock| VICE CHAIRPERSON: VACANT  

SECRETARY: Susan Sodsai | TREASURER: Jessica Hamersley  

MEMBERS: John Sprigg, Tina Svendsen, David Reed, Vicki Daley, Rachel Martin & Kevin Toovey. 

DISCLAIMER: 

1) No liability shall be incurred by the Wagin Wool Press by reason of any amendments to, or error; 

inaccuracy in; partial total omission of an advertisement; by reason of delay; default or from any other 

cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Wagin Wool Press the error clearly reduces the value of 

advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to the Wagin Wool Press within 5 business days of the 

publication date, then one correction insertion will be made at no charge.  

2) While the Wagin Wool Press aims to publish all material submitted, the Wagin Wool Press reserves the 

right to refuse to publish or re-publish any contribution or advertisement without giving any reason. 

3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which may appear to be defamatory or 

accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute. 

4) The Wagin Wool Press reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other than 

advertisements. 

5) The opinions, views and beliefs expressed in articles and other submissions to the Wagin Wool Press do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion, views or beliefs of the CRC staff or Committee. 

FUTURE EDITIONS 

1 FEBRUARY  

mailto:wagin@crc.net.au
mailto:news@wagincrc.net.au

