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STEEL SUPPORT FOR WAGIN CRC 
Jasmine Watson  

On the 20th of December Wagin Community Resource Centre, 

together with support from Midalia Steel Wagin, Wagin Care and 

Share and the Masonic Lodge of Wagin, held our annual 

Christmas Crafts activity. 

We had seventeen children in attendance who came along to 

create their own Christmas tree twirlers, Christmas cards and a 

little gift to take home for someone special.   

This event and previous school holiday events have been heavily 

supported by Wagin Care and Share and the Masonic Lodge. 

Their continuous backing has enabled us to reduce our fees for 

our events and ensure that our activities are accessible to all. 

Midalia Steel sponsored this event by putting on morning tea for all the little Christmas elves.  

Midalia Steel have also been a 

huge contributor to the CRC’s 

funding woes by making a 

sponsorship donation of $2,500. 

The company is one of the 

largest steel suppliers in WA and 

has a community based branch 

in Wagin. The CRC is greatly 

appreciative of their generosity. 

The CRC is dependent on 

funding, relying on numerous 

sources including the 

Department of Primary Industries 

and Regional Development, 

Services Australia, fee for service 

and various grants that we can 

apply for. 

TUDHOE STREET HISTORY  PAGE 31 AUSTRALIA DAY FEATURES  PAGES 11 & 25 

Kiara Girling of Midalia Steel Wagin presents Wagin CRC 

Manager Jasmine Watson with part of the donation. 
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The Wagin Wool Press is not-for-profit and is produced 

locally by the staff of Wagin Community Resource Centre. 

Printed copies are available from: 

 Wagin FoodWorks, Wagin IGA Xpress, Dom’s Deli and Wagin CRC. 

The Wagin Wool Press is also available online. 

To subscribe, please email news@wagincrc.net.au. 

For more information, or if you would like to contribute or advertise, 

please contact Wagin CRC. 

CONTACT US 

Phone: 9861 1644 | Fax: 9861 1655 | 46-48 Tudhoe St Wagin WA 6315

GENERAL EMAIL: admin@wagincrc.net.au 

WOOL PRESS: news@wagincrc.net.au 

BOOKKEEPER: bookkeeper@wagincrc.net.au 

HOURS 

Monday – Friday | 9am – 4pm 

Wagin CRC is supported by a volunteer management committee: 

CHAIRPERSON: Julie Mangalavite | VICE CHAIR: Vicki Daley 

SECRETARY: Jessica Hamersley | TREASURER: Kathy Wilkinson | SHIRE REP: Ann O’Brien 

MEMBERS: Kristie Johansson, Heather McDougall, Kayla Patuwai

WAGIN CRC CALENDAR 

▪ Youth Mental Health Course  21st & 22nd February  9am-4pm     Free (must book) 

▪ CRC Committee Meeting   Tuesday 21st February 6pm       Free 

▪ Youth Art Workshops     Tuesdays from 28 Feb 4pm-6pm     Free (must book) 

▪ Pet Portraits in Pastels     Saturday 4th March   9am-4pm     $50 (must book) 

▪ Cover Letter Info Session    Tuesday 7th March   10.30-11.30am   Free 

▪ Camera Club         Monday 20th March  7pm       Free 

▪ CRC Committee Meeting   Tuesday 21st March   6pm       Free 

▪ Paint & Sip          Tuesday 28th March  10.30am-1pm   $40 (must book) 

▪ Business Financials       Tuesday 4th April    10.30am-1.30pm  Free (please book) 

▪ Bookkeeping with Xero    Wednesday 5th April  9.30am-12.30pm  Free (please book) 

▪ Kids’ Paint & Cookies     Wednesday 12th April  TBA        TBA 

▪ Floral Arrangement Workshop Friday 5th May     TBA        TBA 

▪ Tax Time Info Session     Tuesday 30th May   10.30am-11.30am Free (please book) 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST WELCOME FOR COURSES & WORKSHOPS 

▪ Auschem Skillset 

▪ Auslan Course 

▪ Barista Course 

▪ Forklift Licence 

▪ Heavy Vehicle Pilots 

▪ Skippers Ticket 

▪ Smartphones/Internet 

▪ Snake Handling 

▪ Truck Licences 
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Sunday 5th March 

watch this space… 
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SHIRE OF WAGIN NEWS 

SHIRE OFFICE NOW OPEN 8.30AM TO 4.30PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
The Shire office is now open 30 minutes earlier each workday with Department of Transport 

transactions accepted up to 4pm. 

AUSTRALIA DAY 
The Shire would like to thank the Australia Day Council for funding another fantastic event 

at the Wetlands Park. Congratulations are extended to two very worthy community citizen 

award winners, Grace Williams and Brenden Hall. Both are extremely deserving of 

recognition for their commitment to community.  

A number of activities made for community 

connection and entertainment in the park. We kicked 

off with breakfast, then enjoyed the presentations, 

entertainment, and art through to lunch. Thank you to 

the Lions Club and Rotary Club for stepping up with a 

huge effort in preparing and presenting the breakfast 

fare for everyone. The presentations included a 

speech from Australia Day Ambassador Julian Pace 

who made an impact on everyone present, saying to 

live how you want to be remembered. Three new 

citizens were also made welcome and publicly gave 

their pledges to Australia – congratulations Ajay, Indu 

and Arjun.  

Reggae performers Rastatrix did Bob Marley proud with a great performance. Art in the 

Park presented amazing pieces created by Wagin kids in collaboration with members of 

the crowd. The resulting artwork featured six large representations of the Indigenous 

seasons which will be displayed in the Wetlands Park.  

Preceding Australia day, artist Sharon Peterkin installed 31 flags around the Wetlands Park 

identifying the many nationalities of people who live in Wagin. Future plans include visitor 

signage to add to the experience, but in the meantime visit the Wetlands Park and walk 

the track to learn more about which cultures are in Wagin. For more information see the full 

article on page 11. 

THANK A VOLUNTEER – WETLANDS PARK 15TH FEBRUARY FROM 5.30PM 
Are you a volunteer in Wagin? Are you considering being a volunteer in Wagin? Come 

down to the Wetlands Park on Wednesday the 15th of February from 5.30pm and join in this 

unique event. You can share with other volunteers, or speak with volunteers and decide 

Art in the Park. Photo by Deb 

Stephens. 
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who you may want to throw your hat in with. There’ll be a few Ninja Park challenges and 

certificates presented to a few long-standing volunteers. Thanks to the Department of 

Communities for the funding in support of this event. Please RSVP to the Shire office as soon 

as possible, calling 9861 1177. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Shire of Wagin is pleased to offer two opportunities to qualified persons. The Shire is 

seeking a full-time mechanic and a full-time administration officer with optional four-day 

week or nine-day fortnight. Advertisements can be found on pages 17 and 22. Visit the ‘Job 

Vacancies’ section on the Shire’s website to access the position descriptions. Applications 

will close when the right person applies but will be received until the 13th of February. 

COUNCIL MEETING TIMES AND DATES IN 2023 
In accordance with Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996, notice is hereby 

given that Council will be holding its 2023 ordinary monthly Council Meetings on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month, except in January where no meeting is planned, and excepting 

April and December, when these meetings will be held on the third Tuesday due to public 

holidays. 

All meetings are held in the Council Chambers at 2 Arthur Road Wagin, and will commence 

at 7.00pm. All meetings are open to the public.  

Agendas and Minutes of all meetings are available by visiting the Shire of Wagin official 

website at wagin.wa.gov.au. Additionally, they may be sighted at Council’s office at 2 

Arthur Road Wagin or the Wagin public library. Copies of agendas and minutes are 

available on request. Print charges may apply. 

All residents are asked to note that correspondence for tabling at an Ordinary Council 

Meeting must be received by no later than the close of business on the second Monday of 

each month, except for April and December, when correspondence must be received by 

the first Monday of that month. 

Meeting dates will be: 

Tuesday 28th February 2023 

Tuesday 28th March 2023 

Tuesday 18th April 2023 

Tuesday 23rd May 2023 

Tuesday 27th June 2023 

Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Tuesday 22nd August 2023 

Tuesday 26th September 2023 

Tuesday 24th October 2023 

Tuesday 28th November 2023 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 

ROADWORKS 
The Shire works crew have constructed and widened a section of Bullock Hills Road, ready 

for bitumen sealing this week. They have also cement stabilised the north/south runway of 

the airstrip, with the north runway to be sealed.  

We are gravel sheeting a 3km section of Wagin Wickepin Road toward the boundary. 

Reconstruction works are to commence on a 1.4km failed section of Jaloran Road.
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WAGIN WEATHER FORECAST 

Reproduced with the permission of the Bureau of Meteorology. 

Thu 9th Fri 10th Sat 11th Sun 12th Mon 13th Tue 14th Wed 15th 

       

31°/14° 33°/14° 29°/13° 31°/12° 34°/13° 40°/18° 28°/14° 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

AUSTRALIA DAY 2023 

Julie Christensen, Shire of Wagin Community Development Officer, Photos by Deb Stephens 

As the sun rose over the horizon and the heat gently permeated the air, silent walkers 

travelled well-established paths as the bird song intermingled with sounds of heavy 

vehicles… Wagin was waking to another dawn.  

First one vehicle, then another, quietly rolled into the wetlands. Doors were opened, boxes 

removed, buntings hung, chairs and tables slowly growing in number. BBQs, stages and 

gazebos were erected. With each new item and each new vehicle, the sounds of 

conversation, laughter and comradery increased. Tables were set, music tested, food 

chopped, sorted and laid out. Urns boiled.  

More activities commenced. Easels were 

erected to hold a valued collection of 

indigenous art by Moordipa, Athol Farmer 

and Betty Flugge, held in trust by the Shire 

of Wagin. Six large panels depicting the six 

seasons of the south west: Birak; Bunuru; 

Djeran; Makuru; Djilba; and Kambaran, 

which had already been prepared by 

students from the local community: 

Mackirra Williams; Bert Williams; Latika 

Baxter; Douglas Banks; Talegan Baxter; and 

Ronald Williams, were arranged for final 

completion. 

Reminding on-lookers of the line from the 1999 movie Field of Dreams, which says, “If you 

build it, they will come”, slowly but surely, they came. Ones and twos, families, parents, 

brothers, sisters, friends, neighbours, colleagues and even caravan visitors passing through, 

they all came. 

What followed was a celebration, a celebration of what it means to be an Australian. 

Where mateship, family and our sense of community enables our Australian way of life to 

Reflect, Respect and Celebrate what makes us who we are. In a world filled with many 

challenges, to be Australian gives us hope. Hope for tomorrow and hope for our future in a 

country we are proud to call our home. 

Local students who painted ‘Art in the Park’. 
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After a wonderful breakfast arranged by volunteers from the Lions and Rotary clubs of 

Wagin (using BBQs supplied by the Wagin Action Group and the Shire of Wagin and self-

cooked to perfection by our wonderful community members), our formal Australia Day 

activities commenced with a Welcome to Country by Tameka Williams. All of us Australian, 

whatever the race; whatever the ability; whomever we love and share our lives with. 

Shire President, Councillor Phillip Blight was 

Master of Ceremonies and oversaw the raising 

of our flags by representatives from local police, 

the bushfire brigade and ambulance sub-

centre. The singing of the National Anthem was 

led by the Rotary choir and the reading of the 

Australian Affirmation by the Lions. The 

presentation for the 2023 Community Citizen of 

the Year was made to Mr Brenden Hall. Brenden 

won this award in 2009 as a junior, showing his 

continued commitment to the Wagin 

community through his various and extensive 

volunteering activities. Brenden continues to 

have a positive presence in our community and 

assumes a mythological status. Ms Grace Williams is the Senior Community Citizen of the 

year and continues to put others before herself, leading Operation Christmas Child with 

shoebox gifts to those less fortunate. 

A heart touching and reflective presentation 

was given by Australia Day Ambassador Mr 

Julian Pace. There were many in the crowd who 

connected on a personal level with Julian’s 

story. Thank you for sharing with us ‘Jules’. 

Those in attendance were especially privileged 

this year to celebrate and welcome Ajay, Indu 

and Arjun Yadav as they publicly pledged to 

Australia and became Australian citizens. 

Immigrating to a new country is a huge 

undertaking and every good wish is extended 

for a future full of opportunity. 

Wagin is a diverse community with many having 

joined us from other parts of the world since 

1898 when it was proclaimed a town. To 

celebrate this history and as recognition of a shared multicultural heritage a ‘Path of Flags’ 

project is being developed. Flags have been painted on paving within the wetlands and a 

link via QR code will connect to information on the Shire of Wagin website for walkers to 

read as they travel the path and identify each flag. 

Rastatrix, a five-piece reggae band, entertained us with outstanding reggae and Shire 

employee Donna George presided over a very humorous ‘do you know your country well 

Award recipient Brenden Hall. 

Julian Pace said to live how you want to 

be remembered, which Sharon Diver 

described as a “fantastic message we 

need to take on and share”. 
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enough to win a prize?’, activity during band breaks. The music matched the relaxed and 

chilled morning vibe to a tee. Thanks to David and his crew. 

Lunch was available from 12 o’clock 

for those who stayed or returned after 

refreshing themselves at home. The 

weather was starting to heat up by 

then so ice creams were definitely the 

go with lots of water and a good hat. 

The pool was free and open to all from 

1pm to 6pm. Sandwiches and wraps 

remained available to the community 

during the afternoon. Much fun was 

had by all on what turned out to be a 

typical Australian summer day, hot! 

The Shire of Wagin would like to take this opportunity to thank all who participated in our 

Australia Day activities, volunteers, staff and the entire participating community. 

Community is what makes this day special and what makes this country, this place, a 

destination for so many. 

Wagin Australia Day 2023 would like to express thanks and appreciation to the National 

Australia Day Council for sponsoring this event. Reflect. Respect. Celebrate. #AustraliaDay 

IN THE TOWN’S GOOD GRACES 

Ted Jones 

Back in 2013 Grace Williams (Thompson) heard about Samaritan’s 

Purse Operation Christmas Child also known as ‘Shoeboxes’. 

Grace decided that it was an activity she could use to reinforce 

her faith and contribute to helping disadvantaged children in 

third world countries in our region. 

And so, a project began! In the next ten years Grace gathered a 

very enthusiastic team in her hometown of Wagin, and indeed much further afield. With 

support garnered through the Wagin Baptist Church, Wagin Uniting Church and The 

Community Hub, Grace has coordinated the filling and despatching of 8,230 Shoeboxes to 

the end of the October 2022 deadline. 

The team goal over the last several years is to do 1,000 boxes each year and already this 

year, 2023, the team are well on their way to achieving that goal. 

Each box will have a hand puppet, doll or other toy, boys’ or girls’ clothing, sports item or 

game, toiletries, reading matter, stationery items and so on, and then each packed box 

must be accompanied by $10 to cover the cost of transport and distribution to the overseas 

destination.  

Grace and team are aware of some of the boxes they have packed going to as far afield 

as Madagascar, the Philippines and Fiji. The 2022 consignment went to Papua New Guinea. 

New Australian citizens Ajay, Indu and Arjun Yadav. 
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On Australia Day Grace was recognised for the wonderful contribution she has made, by 

being named the Australia Day Senior Community Citizen of the Year in Wagin at an 

Australia Day ceremony and community breakfast in the shadow of Wagin’s Giant Ram. 

An honour well deserved and for which she received a certificate and a medal. Well done, 

Grace. 

Since the event, Grace has shared her 

feelings about receiving the award. “What 

can I say. Wow. To all my team, thank you 

so much. This couldn’t have happened 

without you. Your constant help with all my 

hopes and plans for Operation Christmas 

Child.” 

“I know now why I am still in Wagin. Easy, 

God wants me to stay and continue our 

work for Shoeboxes. I can’t name names, 

but you know who you are and what you 

do to make sure these boxes go to just the 

right boy or girl. 

“I am looking forward to continuing this 

work with you all in the future. May God 

bless you all and keep your hands busy. 

Thank you again.” 

MEMBER FOR ROE TAKES ON DEPUTY ROLE 

Peter Rundle MLA Esperance Office 

The local Member for Roe Mr Peter Rundle MLA has been elected as Deputy Leader of The 

Nationals WA in a leadership reshuffle which also saw Mr Shane Love MLA elected as the 

new Leader of the Party. 

Subsequently, as the newly appointed Deputy Opposition Leader, Peter Rundle said he was 

honoured to be elected and looked forward to working in the Leadership team, heading 

into 2025. 

“I would like to thank my family for their understanding and patience during this time and 

thank my colleagues for their unwavering support”, Mr Rundle said. 

“With Shane Love stepping into the leadership role, I have great confidence that The 

Nationals WA will continue to serve the people of WA to the highest level, a precedent set 

by the previous Leader Mia Davies. 

“I’d like to acknowledge our outgoing Leader Mia Davies for the fantastic job she has done 

and the legacy that she created. 

“We will continue to advocate for regional WA in both the Parliament and in our electorates 

as well as being the voice for all West Australians in holding the McGowan Labor 

Government to account.” 

Grace Williams spoke to the Australia Day 

audience after receiving her award.  
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Mr Rundle said he was excited about the new opportunities within his role as Deputy Leader 

but that his electorate of Roe will remain a priority. 

“I want to reassure my constituents in Roe that I will continue to be their representative in 

Parliament on all matters involving our electorate. I will also retain all three portfolios as 

Shadow Minister for Education and Training, Sport and Recreation and Racing and 

Gaming.” 

Mr Rundle said he was looking forward to working with Mr Love to provide a strong voice 

for all regional West Australians. 

As the new Leader of the Opposition, Shane Love said the cost-of-living, housing shortages, 

a broken health system, out-of-control youth crime, and lack of police and teachers will 

remain front and centre for the State Opposition. 

“As I step into the leadership role, I know we have a significant task ahead to return balance 

to the Parliament, and most importantly, to provide a strong voice for all regional West 

Australians”, Mr Love said. 

“I have great confidence in our team to continue bringing a common-sense and 

pragmatic approach to policy, legislation and the Parliament.” 

The Nationals WA Leadership team: 

▪ Shane Love MLA, Leader of the Opposition 

▪ Peter Rundle MLA, Deputy Leader of the Opposition 

▪ Hon Colin de Grussa MLC, Leader of The Nationals WA in the Legislative Council 

▪ Merome Beard MLA, Opposition Whip 

Deputy Leader Peter Rundle. Photo supplied by Peter Rundle MLA Esperance Office. 
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Zachary Rayne 

We are delighted to open the curtains on another year of newly released films at Betty Terry 

Community Theatre. Our first showing has already been a hit, with close to a hundred 

moviegoers filling seats for Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile. And not just children – do we have a lot of 

Shawn Mendes fans out there? Perhaps our patrons just love having a good time. 

There were 22 films to enjoy right here in Wagin throughout 2022. The most popular comes 

as no surprise, having received global accolades and six Academy Award nominations: 

Top Gun: Maverick. Though I believe nobody is as enthusiastic about the film as local 

maverick Londa Finlayson, who proclaimed it “one of the best movies you will watch ever!” 

Grooving closely behind was Australian director Baz Luhrmann’s return to cinema, the 

biopic Elvis. In third place was Where the Crawdads Sing, demonstrating our local and 

nearby communities’ love for films adapted from books. 

The true highlight of last year was the unveiling of a plaque commemorating Frank and 

Betty Lintorn-Terry and recognising their contribution to bringing movies to Wagin. This 

plaque was created as a joint venture with the Shire of Wagin and can be visited any time 

in the theatre’s lovely garden which is maintained by the Shire. 

View the trailers by clicking the QR codes or scanning them with your smartphone camera. 

A MAN CALLED OTTO, or “the bitter neighbour from hell”, is the 

grumpiest man in America and the cranky lead to a comical and 

heart-warming tale. This is an adaptation of the 2012 Swedish novel 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, which 

stayed on the New York Times Best Seller list for 

42 weeks after being translated to English. Tom 

Hanks (Elvis, Finch, Greyhound) portrays Otto. 

He is accompanied by his wife as producer and 

son Truman in his first non-extra role as a 

younger Otto. Hanks told People, “[this] is a 

movie about community and a movie about 

family. The way you treat your own 

neighbours, the way people can come 

together in any time of crisis”. 

Rated PG | 2hrs 6mins | Comedy/Drama 

Friday – 17th February @ 6.30pm 

Saturday – 18th February @ 2pm & 6.30pm 

Monday – 20th February @ 2pm & 6.30pm 

TICKETS: Kids $8 | Concession $11 | Adults $13 (only $11 on Monday nights) 

Cash only    Kiosk    No BYO please    Doors open 30 minutes early 

https://youtu.be/eFYUX9l-m5I


THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS ADVERTISING THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

17 

 

 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

MECHANIC 

The Shire of Wagin operates a modern 35 vehicle fleet including passenger vehicles, 

utilities, loaders, graders, rollers, backhoes, forklift, tractor and a range of light and heavy 

trucks, as well as various small and portable plant. 

The opportunity to maintain this fleet and participate in the delivery of a significant and 

successful public works program is now available. If you’re a motivated, capable and 

experienced mechanic or qualified trades person who wants to be part of a supportive 

workplace, we’d like to hear from you. 

The Mechanic will be responsible for the service and repair of Shire plant and equipment, 

including sourcing parts and maintaining service records. This position is full-time and 

includes other duties as may be required from time to time, such as plant operation. 

Reporting to the Manager of Works, this position requires an experienced individual who 

can deliver under limited direction.  

The successful applicant will need a current Driver’s License (HR or above) and be able 

to demonstrate experience in a broad range of plant and equipment. A current National 

Police Certificate (issued within three months) is an employment requirement. 

The position is available on a full-time permanent basis (76 hours per fortnight); however, 

part-time hours will be considered. All employment is subject to meeting the requirements 

of the role and a probationary period. Occasional overtime may be required. The position 

description can be viewed at the Shire website (see ‘Job Vacancies’) or viewed at the 

Shire administration.  

Any questions about this role should be directed to shire@wagin.wa.gov.au or call the 

Shire office 08 9861 1177. The Shire of Wagin is an Equal Opportunity Employer and 

encourages applications from all qualified persons. 

Please email your letter of application, a resume and the details of two referees to 

shire@wagin.wa.gov.au no later than 4.30pm Monday the 13th of February 2023. Should 

a suitable applicant be identified, the recruitment process may close earlier than 

advertised. 

IAN MCCABE 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SHIRE OF WAGIN 
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Hi to all our Wagin Library & Gallery patrons and friends. 

Feel Good Feb – 1st to 28th of February. Feel Good Feb is about having the intention and 

taking the time to make others feel good during February and beyond. Do a kind deed for 

a stranger. For more information go onto the website at facebook.com/feelgoodfebruary. 

International Darwin Day – Sunday the 12th of February. Darwin Day celebrates the 

anniversary of the birth of the famous evolutionary scientist Charles Darwin. How much does 

everyone know about Charles Darwin? 

Valentine’s Day is celebrated on the 14th of February every year. Valentine’s Day is special 

for lots of people. What is so special about it? All kinds of love should be celebrated whether 

it is for your parents, your siblings, your children or even your grandchildren.  

Library Lover’s Day is celebrated on the 14th of February. The day is dedicated to book lovers 

across the globe. The day honours libraries and the amazing life changing books they hold 

within them. How can you celebrate Library Lover’s Day? 

You can show your appreciation for your library and your librarian by volunteering your time 

at the library. Visit the local library and check out books or movies. If you know someone 

who does not have a library membership, such as a friend or a family member, now is the 

chance for you to encourage them to get one. It is free to join the library. 

EVENTS 

Story Time is for ages 0 to 5 and runs every Wednesday from 10am to 11am then again on 

Fridays from 1.30pm to 2.30pm, including during the school holidays.  

Book Club for children is on every Tuesday from 3.30pm to 4.30pm, including during the 

school holidays. The book club is for primary school aged children, Pre-primary to Year 7.  

Out first Book Club for 2023 will be held on Saturday the 11th of February from 2pm to 4pm 

at Wagin Library & Gallery. New members are always welcome and it is free to join. 

Friends of Wagin Library & Gallery welcome new members. Our first meeting for 2023 will be 

held on Thursday the 23rd of February from 4.30pm at Wagin Library & Gallery. 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

We have received new books during December and January which may be of interest. 

All the Dirty Secrets by Aggie Blum Thompson. This is an adult fiction book. Silence can easily 

be bought. How far would you go to protect your status and your family? Should all secrets 

be revealed? What horrific secrets are in this book? 

Going Rogue by Janet Evanovich. This is an adult fiction book. Stephanie Plum breaks all 

the rules, flirts with disaster, and shows who’s boss in this ‘fast and fun’ thriller. Monday 

mornings are not supposed to be fun, but they should be. 

Wild Drinks by Sharon Flynn. This is an adult non-fiction book. Would you like to learn how to 

infuse, brew or ferment delicious and often nutritious things to drink, from mead to 

Wagin Library & Gallery 

Your team: Tina and Monica 

3 Trent St Wagin 

Phone: (08) 9861 1247 

Mon 2pm–4pm 

Tue 2pm–5pm 

Wed 10am–12pm 2pm–5pm 

Thu 10am–12pm 2pm–5pm 

Fri 1pm–5pm 

Sat 10am–12pm 
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kombucha? Learn the basics of wild fermentation and read about what equipment you 

need to start. Recipes include fascinating historical context and quick tips. 

A Perth Camera by Ricard Offen. This adult non-fiction book is a treasure trove of 

rediscovered images by Ernie Polls from a lifetime spent photographing the City of Perth. 

Ernie had been both a keen amateur photographer, and in his role as surveyor, had access 

to some great viewpoints and historic photos of the city. This trove of previously unpublished 

images gives a unique view of the city from the 1950s through to the 1990s.  

Banjo Paterson: A Life in Pictures and Words from the Banjo Paterson Family Archive by 

Alistair Campbell. Adult non-fiction. A stunning collection from the archive of Australia’s 

greatest storyteller. Notebooks, illustrations, photographs, letters, and transcripts of some of 

our best loved songs, poems and stories have been brought together for the first time. 

Banjo’s great-grandson and sole executor of the poet’s literary estate, Alistair Campbell, 

has curated this rare collection and provides intimate commentary on his famous relative. 

We All Want Impossible Things by Catherine Newman. Adult fiction. A tremendously moving 

story about lifelong friendship, love and saying goodbye. Who knows you better than your 

best friend? Your secrets, fears, desires, and strange imperfect self. Edi and Ash have been 

best friends for over fourty years. Life is about squeezing the joy out of every moment, 

building a powerhouse of memories, learning when to hold on, and when to let go. 

Dreamer by Dami Im. This is an adult non-fiction book. An inspirational memoir from an 

Australian singing sensation and Eurovision grand finalist Dami Im. Dreamer is Dami’s story 

of fighting for your dreams and never losing belief in yourself, and of not compromising your 

values even as those around try to make you. 

Daughter of Darkness by Terry Brooks. An adult fiction fantasy. A human girl must adapt to 

her place in a magical world she has only recently discovered. Is it wise to know elves and 

goblins? Old friends and new enemies appear. Can Auris unlock secrets of her past? 

An Indiscreet Princess by Georgie Blalock. Historical fiction. Before Princess Margaret, 

before Duchess Meghan, there was Princess Louise: royal rebel. Louise was Queen Victoria’s 

fourth daughter. She is a hot-tempered rebel seeking a way out of the royal household, 

which she finds in art and a long affair with her mentor in sculpting, a Scottish duke-to-be. 

A Restless Truth by Freya Marske. Adult fiction. A restless truth follows Robin’s sister Maud on 

an ocean voyage from the US back to the UK. A murder most foul catapults Maud from the 

role of companion into detective. Out of her depth, Maud nevertheless resolves to rout a 

murderer and retrieve a precious item that her companion has been protecting. 

The Map of Lost Unicorns by Cerrie Burnell. This is a junior fiction book. In a world where 

magic is forgotten and unicorns walk the earth unseen, a young girl discovers she is a 

unicorn seeker, able to see unicorns and feel their magic. These exciting powers bring 

adventure. Are unicorns in danger? Is the young girl in danger? 

Good Housekeeping 123 Cook! Foreword by Kate Merker. This is a junior non-fiction book. 

Would you like to learn how to cook at a young age? With easy step-by-step instructions to 

follow, parents and children can work together in the kitchen while having fun. 

Colours, Colours Everywhere by Julia Donaldson. This is a board book for parents to read to 

their children. A stunning book about colours full of gorgeous, breathtaking landscapes with 

amazing flaps to lift and holes to peep through. Children will delight in the rhyming text and 

vibrant artwork while learning about different colours.  
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 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

ADMINISTRATION 

If you’re a motivated, capable and experienced administration person who wants to be 

part of a supportive workplace and do useful, interesting work, we’d like to hear from you. 

This position is permanent full-time but there is opportunity for a four-day week or nine-

day fortnight.  

The Administration Officer will be reliable, organised and positive, seek out opportunities 

to contribute to the team and take pride in personal and workplace presentation.  

The Shire is currently reviewing business practices and requires a person with solid 

computer skills and attention to detail with the ability to deliver excellent internal and 

external customer service. You will have good communication skills, be comfortable in a 

professional workplace and contribute to maintaining confidentiality at all times. 

This position requires an experienced individual who can deliver under limited direction, 

is willing to learn new things and accept responsibility for completion of tasks. 

The successful applicant will need a current Driver’s Licence and be able to demonstrate 

experience in a broad range of administrative and/or customer service work. A current 

National Police Certificate (issued within three months) is an employment requirement. 

All employment is subject to meeting the requirements of the role and completion of a 

probationary period. Occasional work outside business hours may be required. The 

position description can be viewed at the Shire website (see ‘Job Vacancies’) or viewed 

at the Shire administration.  

Any questions about this role should be directed to shire@wagin.wa.gov.au or call the 

Shire office on 08 9861 1177. The Shire of Wagin is an Equal Opportunity Employer and 

encourages applications from all qualified persons. 

Please email your letter of application, a resume and the details of two referees to 

shire@wagin.wa.gov.au no later than 4.30pm Monday the 13th of February 2023. Should 

a suitable applicant be identified, the recruitment process may close earlier than 

advertised. 

IAN MCCABE 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

SHIRE OF WAGIN 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 

We welcome our returning and new students to Term 1 of 2023. 

Best wishes to our graduating class of 2022 who may be commencing at a new school or 

have gained employment.  

RETURNING PRINCIPAL 

Mrs Amber Ward has returned to the position of Wagin DHS 

Principal. Mr Andrew Newhouse was principal for a six-month 

contract in the second half of 2022. He had returned after thirty 

years, having taught at the school in the 1980s. 

Mr Newhouse has returned to his Perth school after thanking 

the Wagin community for their welcome and support during his 

tenure. “I confidently hand the leadership baton back to Mrs 

Ward. I invite you to positively partner with her as she moves the 

school forward for the next twelve months.” 

BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS 

Exciting things are happening in the 

secondary area with our long-awaited 

upgrades taking shape. Our 2021-2022 

student leaders worked hard and had a 

strong drive to see these changes take 

place.  

Keep an eye out for the finished 

product, with new furniture, equipment 

and an amazing space for our high 

school students. 

UNIFORM SHOP 

The Uniform Shop will be open fortnightly 9am to 11am from Thursday the 9th of February. 

Orders can be placed through QuickCliQ at quickcliq.com.au or with cash in store. 

CALENDAR 

Thursday 9th February Uniform Shop Open Fortnightly 

Thursday 16th February WDHS Faction Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 6th April Last Day of Term 1 

Monday 24th April First Day of Term 2 

Principal Amber Ward      Amber.Ward@education.wa.edu.au 

Principal Amber Ward 

and previous Principal 

Andrew Newhouse. 
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https://www.neatcaretreeservices.com.au/
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AUSTRALIA DAY 
Joanne Richman, Poster by Pauline Alexander 

Being Australian… What does it mean to you? Well, to our residents, it means many things, 

and as part of a way to acknowledge our beautiful sunburnt country, what could be a 

better way than to let them tell you themselves? 

Australia Day, and being Australian mean... 

 Family, barbeques, and friends, being proud to be Australian! 

 Australia Day, and living in Australia, means a lot! It means you're here, and you're 

settled! We had a warm welcome when we came here. We came from America to 

settle here and farm, but I was born in England. 

 I feel a lot of sorrow on Australia Day. A lot of my old friends are gone. Those I fought 

in the war with, who fought for Australia and our lifestyle. The government has hurt 

many people, by sending them off to the wars, everyday Australians. Australia Day is 

a day to keep reminding us all of the Australian lifestyles they fight for! 

 I used to cook food at the Australia Day breakfasts. I worked very hard! I am glad I 

live in Australia and get to share Australia Day celebrations with everyone. You go 

home, get dressed up, and have lots of good food with family and friends!  

 Playing sports with family and friends and celebrating all that it means to be 

Australian! 

 What does Australia day mean to me? It means acknowledging how easy we have 

it now, compared to the early settlers, the Aboriginals, and all the Australians who 

fought on behalf of our country through the many wars to ensure we have the lifestyle 

we all get to enjoy today. 

 Being Australian means being so many things. We are a multicultural country. My life 

has been one of the yellow paddocks in summer, sitting in a harvester and working 

hard. Australia is changing so much; I don't really know what it means anymore – 

possibly freedom? 

 Possibly family around, food? Back in my day, Guy Fawkes was more of a thing. 

 Being Australian means working hard to get ahead! When there was a job to be 

done, it was done! It didn't matter if it was day or night, it wasn't put off till later! It 

meant hard work and at times a real struggle! But every moment of it was and is 

worth it! Australia is the best place on Earth to live! 

 Australia Day is a very special holiday! My father was one of four brothers, all of whom 

fought in the First World War for Australia. When they returned three of them bought 

farms to work the land. It was hard, but we always felt lucky and enjoyed our farm 

lives. That is why Australia Day means so much to me! 

 I am proud to be Australian! I fought in the Second World War. I fought for Australia 

and our lifestyle! It is worth fighting for! 

Or simply said with the words of one of our oldest residents...  

 I am here. I am happy, that is what it means to be Australian! 

So, we at Waratah Lodge decided to make this Australia Day as memorable as we possibly 

could! And what better way than to start at the very beginning, with the Dreamtime and 

Australia's beautiful Aboriginal culture? 

Wagin Frail Aged Inc. 

Maree Russell 

Facility Manager 

6 Arnott St Wagin 

(08) 9861 1755 
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As stated by the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, Wagin is situated in the 

Gnaala Karla Booja region in Noongar booja. Aboriginal people, the Noongar, have lived 

here since creation times. A big part of the Noongar people's culture is the Waugal, or 

Great Serpent. Noongar people believe that the Waugal dominates the earth and the sky 

and makes the koondarnangor (thunder), babanginy (lightning), and boroong (rain). 

During the Nyitting, it created fresh waterways such as the bilya/beelier (river), pinjar 

(swamps, lakes) and ngamma (waterhole). The Darling Scarp represents the body of the 

Waugal, which created the curves and contours of the hills and gullies. As the Waugal 

slithered over the land, its track shaped the sand dunes, its body scoured out the course of 

the rivers, where it occasionally stopped for a rest, and created bays and lakes. 

So, we began our day by paying our respect to the Rainbow Serpent and the Aboriginal 

people. 

We then decided to acknowledge all immigrants, those who have chosen to dwell in 

Australia and call it home. To give us an insight into what one must do to become an 

Australian Citizen, we decided to take the Australian Citizen test ourselves! 

We obtained our test from the Australian Government (‘Immigration and citizenship’ 

webpage) and gave it our best. To say it was enlightening is the least we could say, as the 

discussions and our overall respect for any individual applying for Australian Citizenship 

began to flow after each of the questions was presented! 

As the morning continued, so did 

our very own Australia Day 

certificate presentation, which 

for the first time ever included our 

very own Waratah's Resident of 

the Year Award! 

This award is very special. Only 

our residents can nominate each 

other for it. They nominate each 

other for qualities they admire 

each other for and/or the 

contribution they believe each of 

them has dedicated to our family 

and lifestyle at Waratah Lodge 

over the last year. 

This year's award was presented to Janet Robinson! For her perseverance and dedication 

to all activities and the decorations she helps to make for Waratah's social and fun events 

throughout the year. Congratulations, Janet. 

With all that said and done, as our morning ended, there was no better way to conclude 

our amazing Australia Day celebration than with a BBQ lunch. 

Our menu was chosen by our residents prior to our big day, and saw them all happily tuck 

into chicken kebabs, sausages, and an array of salads, with watermelon on the side. 

It was a marvellous day. One enjoyed by all. And with our last words, we would like to thank 

Fred Wharton for cooking our barbeque, and our very own Maree Russell for her constant 

help throughout the day. Ensuring our day was not just enjoyable, but the success it was! 

To try the Australian Citizen practice test yourself, click or scan the QR code. 

South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, Sharing Noongar Culture 

(Kaartdijin Noongar – Noongar Knowledge): noongarculture.org.au.

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/test-and-interview/prepare-for-test/practice-test-new


THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS ADVERTISING THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

27 



THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS ADVERTISING THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

28 

LOST  CAT   “Fred” 

HAVE YOU SEEN “FRED”? 

SILVER GREY LONG HAIRED DOMESTIC CAT 

STERILISED MALE, MICRO CHIPPED, REGISTERED 

AT WAGIN SHIRE. 

LAST SEEN SUNDAY 15TH AT 5PM 

WEARING COLLAR, VERY FRIENDLY, GOOD 

MOUSER. 

CAN YOU PLEASE CHECK ANY SHEDS, 

OUTBUILDINGS ETC. IN YOUR YARD? HE MIGHT 

BE HIDING. 

CONTACT ELLIE ROBERTS: 

12 TRENTON STREET      0438 711 549 



THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS AROUND WEST ARTHUR THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

29 

BUSINESS BIG BASH 

Another beautiful evening brought last 

year to an end, when the businesses of the 

Shire of West Arthur joined together to 

provide refreshments once again for the 

Business Big Bash on the 22nd of December. 

A good crowd of new and longstanding 

residents, young and not so young, came 

to the Darkan Skate Park for the evening. 

They had a chance to get a free raffle 

ticket to win a meat tray, very kindly 

donated by SPRY’S Butchers in Collie, and won by Barbara Norris. 

IT'S IN THE BAG 

Once again it was a fantastic count of more than 40 bags 

donated to West Arthur CRC’s annual It’s in the Bag 

collection for 2022. This is a collection of hygiene and 

beauty products for women and girls going through a hard 

time over the Christmas period. It was collected for the 

charity Share the Dignity. Thanks to everyone who 

donated to make someone's Christmas brighter. 

DARKAN SHEEPFEST 

The annual Darkan Sheepfest is back and will be held on Saturday the 23rd of February at 

Darkan Town Oval from 9am to 10pm. The day will be packed full of activities for everyone 

to enjoy, including free kids’ entertainment, a sheep dog demo, the wool fashion show, a 

log chop demo, a farm boot foot race, market stalls, hillman farm skydivers sunset dive, a 

live band, and the ‘Baa’. Cost of entry will be a gold coin donation. Come on over and 

enjoy the fun for the day. 

SUNDOWNER 

The West Arthur CRC will be holding a sundowner on Sunday the 26th of February in the CRC 

courtyard. Evan Ayres will be performing live. Save the date for a relaxing night out. More 

details to come.  

DRUMMING FOR BONE HEALTH 

To celebrate International Women's Day this year, the West Arthur CRC will be holding a 

Drumming for Bone Health exercise class on Thursday the 8th of March. It will be lots of fun 

with a bit of noise and good exercise. No drums are used but there will be drumming. No 

skills are required but do bring your sense of fun and adventure. Suitable for all abilities. 

Drumming will be followed by morning tea and a chat about bone health. Please RSVP.

9736 2000 | ⓕ  

westarthur@crc.net.au 
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TUDHOE STREET BUSINESS PRECINCT 
Harley Pederick 

When I was young in the 

1930s, Wagin was a 

busy, bustling town with 

two passenger trains a 

day between Perth and 

Albany, a taxi service, 

goods shed (almost all 

goods were carried by 

goods and passenger 

trains), dance hall, a big 

railway workshop, 

flourmill, maternity hospital (where I was born), timber yard, brickworks, blacksmith shop, 

etc. 

Today we are going on a nostalgic trip through Wagin’s Business Precinct on the north side 

of Tudhoe Street starting at the Anglican Church. 

Where Beaurepaires is now was a big empty paddock down to Taylor Lane. The first shop 

past Taylor Lane, where the Town Square and parking area is now, was Alf Holland’s 

confectionery shop, a great place for us kids. Next was an empty shop followed by Robert 

Taylor’s photography studio. Bob Taylor specialized in portraits like weddings and family 

photos, yet he was completely colour blind! He took the pics on black and white film and 

then added the colour by hand later. The results were quite beautiful. The next shop was 

the Cousins Bakery, owned by George and Jane Cousins. 

Next was my father Cliff 

Pederick’s first workshop that he 

bought from Mr E A Cory in 1928 

for $300. He did repairs to 

farmers’ machinery and had the 

first oxy/acetylene welding plant 

and an electric welder outside 

of Perth. He later went on to 

build Pederick Engineering 

further down Tudhoe Street 

which grew to have over ninety 

staff and built and sold 

thousands of innovative 

Pederick farm machines in every 

state in Australia. 

Tudhoe Street, looking east from Trent Street. 

Cliff Pederick’s first workshop.  
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Beside the original Pederick workshop was the home of Mr ‘Curly’ Morris. His house had a 

picket fence on the edge of the footpath. The house behind it and next to it was his boot 

and shoe repair shop, on the corner of Tudhoe and Trent Streets. Over the road where 

Bankwest is now was W.E.Clarke and Co. They were Real Estate agents and supplied goods 

and services to farmers and pastoralists in the area. They had petrol bowsers on the gutter 

side of the footpath in Trent Street. 

The next shop was Alexander Galt’s Ironmongery. The word Ironmongery was used to 

describe all hardware stores in those days. Mr Galt was a Scotsman who came out to WA 

and then Wagin in about 1900, and worked in another hardware shop until 1909 when he 

built the building you see today. 

He was apparently a bit of an 

entrepreneur and tried several 

things, one of which was a tin 

mine in Greenbushes on the 

south coast. Next to Galt’s was 

the grocery store of Mr Charlie 

‘Chalky’ Chellew. Mr Chellew 

was a prominent figure in the 

community. He was on the town 

council from 1919 until 1956 and 

he was mayor of Wagin from 1938 

to 1941. 

The next shop was the greengrocery of Len ‘Lucky’ Lucas. He would give me a bunch of 

grapes or an apricot when I went shopping with mum. 

Then there was Ada Cowen’s beauty parlour. 

Next was Eric Mills’ bicycle sales and repair shop where he would fix my bike if I got a 

puncture or supply a new chain. 

The last shop in that row before Leake Street was Jack Holland’s billiard saloon and barber 

shop. Jack was a barber and so was his son Geof.  

Beside the Billiard Saloon in Leake Street, every Saturday morning Charlie Turner would park 

his car and set it up to be his SP (Starting Price) bookie betting shop. SP betting was illegal 

then and everyone knew about it, including the local police. Once a month they would 

contact Charlie and tell when they were going to raid him. Charlie would put one of his 

pals in the car seat, he’d get arrested, fined and released on bail. Charlie paid the fine. It 

was a very amicable arrangement and everyone was happy. Wonderful days! 

The last building before Traverse Street was the home of the current Postmaster which was 

then Mr Harry Davies, father of my good mate Ken ‘Dabs’ Davies. 

Alexander Galt’s Ironmongery.  
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Attached to that was the Wagin Post Office which is still there today. This Federation style 

building was built in 1912 and was the same style as most Post Offices in the area. 

Over Traverse Street was Conway’s 

Pharmacy. The owner Mr Conway 

was quite well known. He would 

prepare a blend of medicines to suit 

the clients’ needs and they were very 

successful. He had customers all over 

WA and the eastern states. Next was 

Syd  Dwyer’s drapery and menswear 

shop. 

I cannot remember what the next 

shop was, but the last business in the 

business precinct was Mitchell House, 

also known as The Federal Hotel. 

The history of this building is, as 

the plaque installed on the front 

wall says, “This hotel was built by 

Mr R F Mitchell in the late 1890s. 

The Wagin School which 

needed larger premises, 

moved into its dining room. The 

frontage of the original hotel 

wall was about 2.5 m back from 

its present position. When the 

adjoining building was 

completed, a new frontage 

was built to match it.”  

I hope you have enjoyed our trip down memory lane and now I am asking if some of you 

would please fill in the gaps of who or what was the premises between then, which was in 

the 1930s, and what is there now. For example, where the Wagin Square is now was the site 

of the Gull Service Station that caught fire and burnt down, and before that it was Prossers 

Garage owned by Ray Prosser. 

So now, over to you!

The Wagin Wool Press welcomes stories, memories and anecdotes capturing the history 

of our town and its surrounds. We can also publish old photos that depict our local 

history. Currently we are especially interested in recollections of Wagin Woolorama. 

If you have a Facebook account, visit the Facebook group ‘Lost Wagin’ to find an 

ever-increasing treasure trove of historical stories and photos shared by the community. 
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Wagin Chamber of Commerce Inc. 

   AGM 

Wagin District Club 7pm 

Wednesday 1st of March 

General meeting to follow 

Enquiries: 0427 717 680 

  

 

Latest edition OUT now! 

Find it at the Wagin Co-Op or Dom’s Deli 

If you can’t see it — ask at the counter. 

Get your copy before they run out…! 
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POST-CHRISTMAS GIFT RETURNS AND GIFT CARD RULES 

With the season of giving now over, many consumers will be considering returning their 

unwanted Christmas gifts or putting their new gift card in a drawer to spend later.  

Under the Australian Consumer Law (ACL), consumers have certain rights when it comes to 

gifts that are faulty, unsafe, not as described or were not delivered in time.  

If a gift is faulty, unsafe or not as described, Australian retailers must offer a remedy such as 

a refund, replacement or repair, even if it was on sale.  

Generally though, proof of purchase is required, such as a receipt or credit card statement 

from the gift giver. Some retailers may offer a refund or credit without proof of purchase as 

a gesture of goodwill, but this is not a requirement by law.  

If you plan to return unwanted gifts such as a toy your child may already have or a shirt that 

does not fit properly, this is considered to be a ‘change of mind’, which falls outside of the 

ACL. In this situation, retailers are under no obligation to offer a refund, store credit or 

exchange, so it is best to check their return policy. 

If returning a gift, the original packaging should be included where possible unless the gift 

was faulty or breaks after use.  

If you received a gift card for Christmas, make sure to check the expiry date. By law, a 

minimum expiry period of three years is required on most gift cards. Three years is a long 

time though, so consider using it before you put it in a drawer and forget about it. You also 

can’t be certain the retailer will still be around in three years’ time.  

Finally, if a gift failed to turn up in time for Christmas, you may be entitled to a remedy, but 

it is best to contact the retailer to resolve the issue first before lodging a complaint with 

Consumer Protection.  

If post-Christmas consumer issues cannot be resolved with the retailer, you can lodge a 

formal complaint on the Consumer Protection website (follow the QR code). Enquiries can 

be made by email to consumer@dmirs.wa.gov.au or by calling 1300 30 40 54. 

 

 

dmirs.wa.gov.au | wa.gov.au 

With Senior Regional Officer for South West, Annetta Bellingeri 

 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/publications/consumer-complaint-form
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SPORTS IN WAGIN 

WAGIN BOWLING CLUB 

Club Phone: 9861 1475 

Club Days: Ladies or men, Wednesdays at 1pm for a 1.30pm start. 

Contact Jenny Ewen on 0428 611 197. 

Mens Pennant Training: Sundays 1.30pm onwards. 

Twilight Bowls: Thursday 5.15pm for a 5.30pm start. All welcome. 

Summer Scroungers: All are welcome. Names in by 1pm for a 1.30pm start. A four end final 

will be held for the rink winners. Bar open. Contact Ross Old on 0419 951 128, Jenny Ewen 

on 0428 611 197, or John Barber on 0438 166 308. 

NEW BOWLS 
Janet Innes 

Thank you, Bowls WA, for our new club 

bowls. They have arrived just in time for 

some twilight bowls. Come along and 

have a game of bowls, everyone is 

welcome. 

HOLIDAY BOWLS 
Jenny Ewen 

A great Christmas dinner 

was held at the Palace 

Hotel Wagin for the ladies 

after our Championship 

Pairs. Congratulations to 

the winners of the day 

Karynne and Bron, and 

the runners up Leanne 

and Winnie. It was a great 

day of bowls and 

fellowship. 

Another great day was 

had at the Christmas 

Scroungers. Twenty-one 

players took to the green 

with Ross Old winning the day. We hope all members and their families had merry holidays. 

An enjoyable afternoon of bowls was held for our New Year’s Turkey Triples and Pairs 

Competition. The winners were Kerry, Leanne and Sandra in the Triples and Warren and 

John in the pairs. 

Christmas dinner following the ladies’ Championship Pairs.  
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WAGIN DISTRICT CRICKET CLUB 

B GRADE HITS THE YEAR RUNNING 
Sandra Moffatt, 5th of February 

It has been a long and torrid seven weeks for the cricket starved Wagin 

B grade team. With European holidays a distant memory and the rosters 

of train drivers and constabulary alike being favourable, it was a star-

studded line up for the Wagin teams first game for 2023. In usual pre-

Woolorama form, the oval at the Wagin Sportsground looked a beautiful sight for the clash 

against Cuballing.  

Cuballing opted to bat. There was no coin toss, but Cuballing wanted to bat first, and no 

real argument was put up so that is how it went. Mat Teti started bowling proceedings from 

the town end and unleashed a tirade of precision bowling. Teti notched up four maiden 

overs in a row and it was not until his twenty-ninth bowl that a lone single was scored against 

him. He rounded out his game with figures of 1/7 from seven overs. Darshika Samarakoon 

was bowling some serious pace from the other end and broke through for the first wicket 

of the game, when promising youngster Xavier Ballard clipped one into the clutches of 

wicket keeper Jaemeson Davidson. Samarakoon finished with 1/17 off six overs. He was 

again in the mix a short time later when he took a never in doubt in catch for the wicket of 

Nick Miller from the bowling of Drew McAuliffe. McAuliffe secured his spot as the club’s 

highest wicket taker for the season by taking 3/39 bringing his season total to eight wickets. 

Teti and Julian Jennings both took skilful catches to help McAuliffe’s figures.  

David Lange as the opening batsmen was causing a few headaches for the Wagin bowlers 

and boundaries were getting scored a bit too frequently. However, the Wagin team have 

been blessed with the recruitment of young Arjun Yadav to the team who brings with him 

an impressive bowling history. Yadav settled in for his second over when a beautiful delivery 

sent the wickets of Lange flying. The debutant was soon surrounded by his jubilant team.  

In costume for the Christmas Scroungers. 

New Year’s winners Kerry, Leanne and Sandra. 
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Wagin presented a great team effort in the bowling attack. Seven bowlers had a go with 

all seven taking at least one wicket. BJ Hall is always amongst it and, despite sleep 

deprivation from an overnight guinea pig emergency, his eight overs yielded 2/20. Ben Ball 

claimed the wicket of Cuballing’s second highest run scorer in Declan Mumby when Adam 

Boucher took a great catch. Dylan Kellow finished off the Cuballing team and did not even 

need a full over to do it. He finished with 1/1 off five balls. Cuballing were all out for 131. 

Wagin had put up an impressive team effort with the absolute backbone of it being Jamo 

Davidson’s tight wicket keeping. The young plumber took four catches while byes/leg byes 

were kept to a minimum. 

With an achievable run total in sight and a depth of batting talent, the Wagin team were 

quietly confident of a win and hoping it would happen in time to see the first ball of the BBL 

Grand Final at the District Club. Julian Jennings and Jax Moffatt opened the batting and 

put on a disciplined partnership. The pair had put on 68 runs before Jennings was caught 

behind. He had scored 29 runs which included three boundaries. Moffatt was then joined 

by Davidson at the crease. The pair had both recently represented the UGSCA at Junior 

Country Week and their youth and enthusiasm saw the Wagin run tally creep up nicely. 

Moffatt celebrated his maiden half century piecing together a beautiful innings with a 

good variety of shots which included six boundaries. He and Davidson put on a 44 run 

partnership before Moffatt was caught on 52 runs. Wagin were now at 2/112 and only 

required another 21 runs for the win. Boundary specialist Ben Ball joined Davidson and in 

what seemed like half a minute the pair got the team over the line. Wagin won the game 

with 2/133 from 31 overs. Davidson finished on 30 not out which included four fours and one 

six. Ball’s brief foray at the crease saw him finish with 13 not out including a four and a six.  

Wagin will next play Boddington at the Wagin Sportsground and another win should see 

them as finals contenders.

Photo by Renee Jones. 
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JUNIOR COUNTRY WEEK 
Sandra Moffatt, 14th of January 

Three promising young cricketers from the Wagin District Cricket Club represented the 

Upper Great Southern Cricket Association at the Junior Country Week held in Perth over the 

last week. The majority of games were held over 50 overs but each team had two T20 

games in their fixtures just to mix things up a bit.  

Jaemeson Davidson is an old hand at Country Week Cricket and lined up in the UGSCA 

Under 16B team. Jamo notched up 88 runs over the week including a sensational knock of 

40 off 35 balls on the last day. He also appears to be quite comfortable with the T20 format 

as in both games he smashed away 20 runs, which involved four boundaries on each 

occasion. In the field he took five catches. His bowling was pretty tidy, taking two wickets. 

This is quite impressive as he has spent the season to date with Wagin in the role of wicket 

keeper. The Under 16B team finished the week with two wins, three losses and one draw.  

Jax Moffatt made his Country Week debut for the Under14B team and was named co-

captain for the week. Never afraid of trying something new in sport, Moffatt volunteered to 

be wicketkeeper for the week which is a role he had never done before. To his credit he 

did not let many get past throughout the week, and whilst keeping he was involved in two 

run outs, a stumping and took a catch. He had a couple of brief forays out of the gloves 

and bowled a few overs. He bowled three overs with his usual pace, but then again tried 

something new when the team needed it and brought out the off-spin, managing to clean 

bowl a pretty handy #4 batsman from the Busselton-Margaret River team. Moffatt finished 

with 90 runs for the week including a great knock of 42 runs off 49 balls on the first day. His 

greatest spell with the bat was on the final day when he came in at number 11 when the 

team required 8 runs for the win. A few steady singles followed up by a beautiful four over 

the bowlers head secured the win for the Under 14B team, which gave them third place 

overall. This was quite the feat as an UGSCA Under 14 team had not won a game since 

early 2020. This team finished with four wins and two narrow losses. 

Bailey Cronin also made his Country Week debut and lined up for the Under 14C team. 

Cronin has got plenty of Under 14 years ahead of him as does the rest of his team, so it 

proved to be a valuable experience for all of them. Cronin experienced a bit of time at the 

crease and notched up a few runs. His bowling was the highlight of his week, taking two 

wickets and two catches. This included a most magnificent caught and bowled; quite the 

achievement at any age. The Under 14C team also tasted some success, coming away 

with one win for the week which was much celebrated.  

Congratulations to Jamo, Jax and Bailey on a successful Country Week. 
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B GRADE SEES OUT 2022 
Sandra Moffatt, 18th of December 

A beautiful summer’s day. A road trip to Harrismith. Surely this meant the Wagin B Grade 

cricket team would have a bit of a hit and then a session at the Oasis Hotel?! Wrong, wrong, 

wrong as can be. The Oasis Hotel is currently shut and of the eleven committed players 

taking the field for the Wagin team only four were of legal drinking age.  

Harvest, international holidays and a handful of vague excuses meant the selection panel 

were working hard to field a full side for Saturday’s Harrismith vs Wagin game. No less than 

35 people were approached. Fortunately, the pleading worked and a full team was 

named.  

Captain Kim Davidson is aware of his own abilities so delegated the important job of the 

coin toss to seasoned campaigner Shane Nagel. Nagel is fast approaching his 100th game 

but this was no help to him in the toss as he lost that and Harrismith opted to bat first. 

Jax Moffatt opened the bowling and fired some decent pace down the pitch of the 

Harrismith Oval aka Dustbowl. He was rewarded with a maiden over to start the game. 

Warren Holt was proving just as hard to score runs against at the other end. The hint of a 

wicket was in the air and in the third over Holt fired one down the pitch and clean bowled 

opener John Nutter for one run. Moffatt backed this up in the following over when he got 

a plumb lbw for the wicket of Riley Spark. With a score of 2/5, the Wagin team were in good 

spirits. Holt Senior then claimed his second wicket for the match when he found the edge 

of Dan Bayley’s bat with the ball finding its way to the gloves of wicket keeper Jamo 

Davidson. It was a Holt family day out with Jack and Charlie also taking the field. The two 

combined in a display of brotherly love for the fourth wicket of the game when Jack took 

a never in doubt catch off the bowling of Charlie.  

Harrismith were sitting 4/38 after the thirteenth over and it looked like Wagin had a game 

on their hands with the supposed top order gone. However, lining up in Harrismiths batting 

order at 5 and 6 were Dane Angwin and Rohan Bilney. The pair combined for quick singles, 

not so quick singles, boundaries and even ran a few 3s in there. Wagin threw 9 different 

bowlers at the pair to no avail. Harrismith batted out their 40 overs finishing with a total of 

229.  

Notable bowling efforts for Wagin were Warren Holt with his 2/32 off 7 overs, Jax Moffatt 

with 1/27 off 8 overs, and Charlie Holt with 1/45 off 7 overs including an impressive wicket 

maiden in his first over. Wade Longmuir bowled a consistent 8 overs finishing with 0/32 which 

included a commendable maiden over in the midst of the Angwin/Bilney batting 

onslaught. Although some catches went missing, the field worked well to prevent more 
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boundaries. Vinnie Moffatt got the call up from the Wagin U13 team and his accurate arm 

in the field will see him claim plenty of run outs in the future.  

In a team consisting largely of juniors, the Wagin team were inevitably full of youth and 

enthusiasm to start their run chase of 230. Jamo Davidson and Jack Holt looked the goods 

as the Wagin opening partnership. Davidson did not appear in the mood for running as he 

smacked three boundaries in the first over. The pair combined well and by the end of the 

fifth over Wagin were sitting at 0/31. If this run rate could be maintained, Wagin would 

snatch the victory. However, Davidson then launched the ball towards the boundary in 

spectacular fashion but unspectacularly into the hands of John Nutter to see him out on 18 

runs. Holt was then caught two deliveries later when caught on 10. Longmuir helped steady 

the ship along with Charlie Holt until Longmuir was out lbw with 8 runs. The Wagin side were 

sitting at 3/41 at the end of the ninth over. Charlie and Warren then held the wicket well 

despite the barrage of quality bowling from Dane Angwin who surely should have been 

tired after his batting masterclass. Charlie then fell victim to one that snuck past him into 

the wickets. Wagin was now 4/43. 

Jax Moffatt was next into bat joining Warren Holt at the crease. Moffatt’s relentless pursuit 

of batting practise to the point of pestering friends, family members, and innocent passers-

by appears to be paying off as he put together his best knock to date. He finished with 19 

which saw him as Wagin’s highest run scorer for the day. Following on from Moffatt’s wicket, 

the team were 6/72 after 16 overs. Kim Davidson and Dylan Kellow played plenty of 

defensive shots with Kellow continuing to prove himself a very hard batter to shake. His 

2022/23 season to date has seen plenty of time at the crease sticking true to father Dwight’s 

advice to not throw away the wicket. Kellow batted for the longest time of all the Wagin 

line up and his partnership with little brother Rohan was a beautiful sight with good talk at 

the crease between the two. Dylan finished not out on 5 runs and Rohan ran four of the 

best. Wagin lasted 36 overs at the crease but fell short finishing with 97 runs.  

Whilst Wagin could not secure the win it was great to see on the back of two forfeits that 

Wagin could field a team. Huge thanks to those who answered the call to play. 

PIESSEVILLE DANCE CLUB 

Upcoming Dancing Nights:  Saturday the 11th of February, Highbury, 7.30pm-11pm 

               Saturday the 4th of March, Piesseville, 7.30pm-11pm 

These family dances are organised by the Piesseville Dance Club. Unsure if you can 

remember the steps? Come along, join in and you will soon recall the pleasure of dancing. 

The styles include New Vogue, Modern, and Old Time Dances. There are also dance lessons 

on the second and fourth Friday night of each month from 7.30pm to 9.30pm. 

All are welcome to attend. Plus, there are raffles and door prizes to be won. 

For more information contact Bernie on 9861 1512 or Anne on 9881 2545 or 0429 812 545.  



THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS SPORTS NEWS THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2023 

42 

WAGIN GUN CLUB 

RAISING THE BULLBAR 
WA CLAY Target Association Inc 

Congratulations to Cameron Browne (aka Bullbar) from Wagin Gun Club 

who last weekend attended the South Australian Clay Target Association 

(SACTA) DTL Carnival from Thursday to Sunday. 

Cameron shot 452/475 equalling the high gun. After a shoot off of 24/26 he took out the 

Carnival AA Grade High Gun Title.  

Bullbar also received red sashes for 1st AA Points Score and 1st AA Double Rise. He also 

came 2nd AA Champ of Champs. Congratulations, Bullbar! 

WAGIN PLAYGROUP, KINDY GYM AND TOY LIBRARY 

Upcoming Playgroup dates: 10th February – Kids’ Craft 

               17th February – Ram Park Play Morning 

               24th February – Kindy Gym 

Wagin Playgroup is back for 2023. Parents or carers with their children aged 0-4 are 

welcome to join us every Friday 9-11am, at the Eric Farrow Pavilion, Wagin Showgrounds. 

SACTA President Andrew Hoare and 

Cameron Browne. Photo courtesy of 

SACTA.  
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Follow us on Instagram (@waginplaygroup) and Facebook (Wagin Playgroup Public Page) 

to see what sessions will be held this term and any important info. 

Why join our playgroup? Wagin Playgroup is a safe and nurturing environment where your 

little ones can play and learn. Play is a powerful tool to enhance children’s brain 

development. Play provides opportunities for your children to create, invent, reason and 

problem solve. Playgroup provides opportunities to build attachment between adults and 

other children of similar age. And a place to have a chat and a coffee once a week. 

Do you want to be a part of Wagin Playgroup for 2023? Enrol your child before the 17th of 

March to go into the draw to win a family membership for the year. Find our electronic 

enrolment form in the link in our bio on our Instagram. We cannot wait for you to join us. 

STAY ACTIVE WAGIN 

COME AND JOIN STAY ACTIVE WAGIN 
 

WA Country Health Service 

Did you know that falls are the leading 

cause of injury related hospitalisations 

in Western Australia? 

Some of you may be surprised to learn that it is not the most senior, frail people in our 

communities that are the only people having falls. Whilst it is true that as we get older our 

risk of falling increases, falls can happen at any age and are often preventable, with over 

half of all falls occurring within the home environment. 

Nearly 1 in 3 Australians aged 65 and over experience a fall each year. Of these, 1 in 5 

require hospitalisation. 

Even when falls do not cause an injury or require medical care, they often trigger a loss of 

confidence and lead to ongoing fear of falling and reduction in activity, which further 

increases the risk of falling. 

“Falls should not be considered a normal part of ageing”, says Lee Conlan, Senior 

Physiotherapist at Southern Wheatbelt Primary Health Service. 

“Falls can be preventable. A great way to reduce your risk of falling is to actively improve 

your balance and leg strength through exercise.” 

ln Wagin you can become active and help to prevent falls by joining the local Stay Active 

aerobics class, which is an active class suitable for those aged 50 and over. 

The class is designed by Physiotherapists to help reduce falls with the added benefits of 

improving cardiovascular health, decreasing blood pressure, improving mental health, 

decreasing pain and assisting with weight management. 

The group meets every Monday except on Public Holidays at the Wagin Recreation Centre 

from 9am to 10am and is FREE. 

lf you would like further information, please contact the Southern Wheatbelt Primary Health 

Physiotherapy Department on 9881 0385. 
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WAGIN ESSENTIAL SERVICES  

DOCTOR: 9861 1633 

DENTIST: 9861 1400 

CHILD HEALTH: 9861 1224 

HOSPITAL: 9861 3444  

PHARMACY: 9861 1245 

VETERINARY SURGEON: 9861 1844 

WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL: 9861 3200 

SHIRE COUNCIL: 9861 1177 

WATER SUPPLY: 13 13 75 

WESTERN POWER EMERGENCY: 13 13 51 

WAGIN STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE: 132 500 

AMBULANCE AND FIRE BRIGADE: 000 

POLICE STATION: 9852 0000 or 000 OR 131 444 
 

WHEATBELT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES  

ABORIGINAL CRISIS LINE 13YARN/13 92 76 

ABORIGINAL WHEATBELT HEALTH SERVICE 

Narrogin 9881 0385 

ABORIGINAL WHEATBELT MEDICAL SERVICE 

Narrogin 9891 4600 

AGCARE WHEATBELT 9046 5091 

AMITY HEALTH 9842 2797 

AVIVO 9621 7900 

AVON Narrogin 9622 2612 

BROTHER TO BROTHER (Aboriginal Men) 

1800 435 799 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE 

Men 1800 000 599 Women 1800 007 339 

ELDER ABUSE HELPLINE 1300 724 679 

FINANCIAL COUNSELLING Narrogin 9881 1363 

HEADSPACE (Ages 12-25) 9621 5000 

HELPING MINDS (Family/friends) 1800 811 747 

HERE FOR YOU 1800 437 348 

HOLYOAKE Narrogin (Mental health, drugs & 

suicide prevention/aftercare) 9881 1999 

LIFELINE 13 11 14 GRIEF/BEREAVED 9261 4444 

MENSLINE 1300 789 978 

QLIFE (Queer/LGBTI) 1800 184 527 

REGIONAL MENS HEALTH 9690 2277 

RESPECT (Assault counselling) 1800 737 732 

RURAL AID 1300 327 624 

RURAL LINK (After hours care) 1800 552 002 

WHEATBELT MENTAL HEALTH Narrogin 9621 0999 

HISTORICAL VILLAGE ROSTER 

  AM     PM 

THU 9  MIKE    MIKE 

FRI 10  MICHAEL   MICHAEL 

SAT 11  MIKE    MIKE 

SUN 12  MICHAEL  MICHAEL 

MON 13  MICHAEL  MICHAEL 

TUE 14  ANNE    MAURIE  

WED 15  JOYCE   NEIL 

THU 16  MIKE    MIKE 

FRI 17  MICHAEL  MICHAEL 

SAT 18  MIKE    MIKE 

SUN 19  MICHAEL  MICHAEL 

MON 20  MICHAEL  MICHAEL 

TUE 21  ANNE    MAURIE  

WED 22  JOYCE   NEIL 

WAGIN CHURCH SERVICES 
ANGLICAN 

COMMUNITY 

THE WAGIN 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

ST JOSEPH’S 

CATHOLIC CHURCH  

WAGIN UNITING 

CHURCH 

WAGIN VINEYARD 

CHURCH 

Sun 12th Feb 

Wagin 9am 
 Dumbleyung 11am 

 Holy Eucharist 

Sun 19th Feb 

 Wagin Hall 9am 

Morning Prayer, 

Voting, Morning Tea 

& Annual Meeting 

Tue 21st Feb 
 Wagin Hall 10am 

Shrove Tuesday 

Morning Tea 

Wed 22nd Feb 

 Wagin 6.30pm 
Ash Wednesday 

Holy Eucharist 

Sunday Services 

at 10:30am 

For enquiries 

please call 

Gary on 

0407 194 431 

Mass Times 

Regular Times 

First Sunday of 

each month 8am 

After, Saturdays 

at 6pm 

Reconciliation 

every third 

weekend before 

Mass from 

5.30pm 

Sun 12th Feb 

Waratah 9.15am 
Liz Pederick 

Holy Communion 

Wagin 10.15am 
Wasleys & R Willey  
Dumbleyung 11am 

 Liz Pederick 
Holy Communion 

Sun 19th Feb 

 Darkan 9am 
Arthur Pederick 
Harvest Thanks 

Wagin 10.15am 
Wendy Pederick 

Mission 

Sun 26th Feb 

 Waratah 9.15am 

Wagin 10.15am 

Vineyard Meal 

and Worship  

Friday 6.30pm 

10th February 

140 Lalla Rhook 

Road Wagin 

Enjoy today, 

a new day 

For enquiries call 

Wendy 

0417 145 628 

or Ian 

0428 622 049 
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DISCLAIMER: 

1) No liability shall be incurred by the Wagin Wool Press by reason of any amendments to, or error; 

inaccuracy in; partial total omission of an advertisement; by reason of delay; default or from any other 

cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Wagin Wool Press the error clearly reduces the value of 

advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to the Wagin Wool Press within 5 business days of the 

publication date, then one correction insertion will be made at no charge.  

2) While the Wagin Wool Press aims to publish all material submitted, the Wagin Wool Press reserves the 

right to refuse to publish or re-publish any contribution or advertisement without giving any reason. 

3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which may appear to be defamatory or 

accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute. 

4) The Wagin Wool Press reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other than 

advertisements. 

5) The opinions, views and beliefs expressed in articles and other submissions to the Wagin Wool Press do 

not necessarily reflect the opinion, views or beliefs of the CRC staff or Committee. 

ADVERTISING RATES 2022/2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to advertise your business in The Wagin Wool Press, please email 

us at news@wagincrc.net.au and we can send you our digital advertising form. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE WAGIN WOOL PRESS 

Subscribe to the Wagin Wool Press and receive a copy directly by email every 

second Thursday. The digital version is completely in colour! 

If you purchase a membership to the Wagin Community Resource Centre, a 

subscription to the Wagin Wool Press is included. Or you can opt to subscribe only. 

Memberships start at $20 for seniors or with concession, and we have community group 

and business memberships available. All funds go towards supporting the Wagin 

Community Resource Centre, which is a not-for-profit organisation. 

Please contact us for a copy of the membership form or visit the Centre from 9am to 

4pm, Monday to Friday. You can call 9861 1644 or email admin@wagincrc.net.au. 

mailto:news@wagincrc.net.au
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