The Wagin Weel Press

ISSN: 2206-3633 —

EDITION #76 THURSDAY JUNE 06 2019 $1.50

WA DAY AT THE WAGIN HISTORICAL VILLAGE
BY JESSICA HAMERSLEY

Good crowds attended the WA Day celebrations at the Wagin

Historical Village. The day was officially opened with a flag

raising ceremony led by President Max Bell. This was followed by

= the Thanksgiving Service at 10am  conducted by Major Niall

Gibson of the Salvation Army. A feature of the day was the

Family History address by Phillip Blight telling the six generation

invol vement of the Blight family i/
in full later in the Wool Press.

People were able to have morning tea and lunch at the Village

Tea Rooms where home -made pies, pasties and sausage rolls or
scones, jam & cream and cakes were on offer. Soup and
damper w ere very p opular on sale from the bag hut , especially
in the frosty morning.

Many stall holders set up to ;
provide people with a |
great array of goods for
sale including food, clothing, handmade goods and much
more.

Vintage cars were on display, provided by members of the
Katanning Vintage Car Club.

Throughout the day Peggy Sue and the Loose Strings provided
lively music to keep the crowd entertained.

The Wagin Historical
Village is a credit to its
hard -working
volunteers who have,
over the years, created
and maintained a
valuable record of the
"districtdos hil

(Photos supplied by Norm Chilcott)
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GENERIC EMAILS admin@wagincrc.net.au

MARIANA TANE (COORDINATOR) 8 mariana@wagincrc.net.au | Monday - Thursday
RYAN ADRAIN (CSO) d ryan@wagincrc.net.au | Monday - Friday

JASMINE WATSON (BOOKKEEPER) bookkeeper@wagincrc.net.au | Wednesdays ONLY
WOOL PRESS RELATEMews@wagincrc.net.au

SENIOR IPAD & TABLET LESSONS

To continue on from the previous lessons held in May the CRC will be running its next iPad session on the 12 th
of Jun e. This session willcontinue on from our previous session regarding understanding the basics of your iPad.

This lesson will be based on understanding you remails and connecting with others via social media . There will
be another lesson held the following fortnig  ht on the 26 ™ with the same content but regarding Android tablets.

To book your spot for either lesson please visit the CRC or give us a call.

FORKLIFT LICENCE COURSE

On the 20 th & 21st, the CRC will be hosting another forklift event alongside Narrogin T afe. The event will run
across two days from the CRC conference room with the practical assessment taking place in the rear
carpark. Further information and applications are now available from the CRC. Bookings are essential so
please contact the CRC on 98 61 1644 to register your interest.

COMMUNITY BALLET CLASSES

Ballet classes will be held again on each Tuesday from 4:30 pm. Classes from 4:30 pm 05:15 pm will be for kids
Y1-Y3 and classes from 5:15 pm & 6:15 pm will be for years 4 -6. For all the detail s on the classes please contact
Jessica Booth on 0458 204 933

THE WAGIN CRC RECYCLING PROJECT

The CRC is running another recycling project . We will be collecting 600ml & 750ml plastic bottles. We are
requesting that the bottles are clean, empty and have lids. We will be using the collected bottles to create a
herb garden in the CRC garden area for community use. There will be prizes for the top collectors.

STRENGTH HEROES PROGRAMPARENT & KID SESSIONS

The Wagin CRC are putting out an expression of int  erest to have Strength Heroes come to Wagin to host
multiple sessions based around games and adventures for children. The team from Strength Heroes specialise

in child education and are renowned for excellence in their work. The event will be focused on de  veloping
the art of resilience and aim to teach kids/parents the importance of developing an understanding about

man aging emotions, establishing healthy relationships, setting positive goals and how to overcome obstacles

through communication. The lessons a re taught using visual, auditory and kinaesthetic skills, combing
principles of positive p  sychology and character strengths. To register your interest and get the team to Wagin
please contact the CRC.

LOAD RESTRAINT TRAINING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
The Wagin CRC is seeking expressions of interest to host a potential Load Restraint Training Course. If you are
interested please contact the CRC to register your interest 9861 1644 or admin@wagincrc.net.au

MAILCHIMP/NOTICE BOARDS/FACEBOOK ADVERTISING

The CRC would | i ke to remind everybody that if theyod6re | oo
occasion simply just drop your advertisement into the CRC or email it through to admin@wagincrc.net.au.

Business advertising has a charge if you wish to adv  ertise through our MailChimp which is a distributed email

from the CRC to the local community and surrounding towns containing over 250+ contacts . There is a small

cost involved and our price lists are available through the CRC at the front counter or simp ly request one via

email.
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* HEART OF THE GREAT SOUTHERN »

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT MOBILE SERVICE CENTRE IS COMING TO WAGIN 4/07/2019

Australian Government Mobile Service Centres travel to rural and regional communities to provide

community members with information and access to go vernment services. They provide
personalised face -to-face servicing to individuals and families who may not have easy access to a

Department of Human Services office.

Staff from the Department of Human Services travel with the Mobile Service Centres and ¢ an help

the community with Centrelink and Medicare payments and services. | nformation about the
Department of Veterans® Affairs programs and suppor
available.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 19 OCTOBER 2019

Have yo u considered running for Council?

The Shire of Wagin have six (6) vacancies to be filled at the Local Government Ordinary Elections.
Councillors are elected to the Council to represent their local community, it is both a rewarding and
privileged form of pu  blic service and you will be in a position to contribute to the development and
well-being of your community.

Nominations for Council open in early September. | f you wish to learn more about running for
Council please contact Brian Roderick at the Shire Of fice on 08 9861 117 7 or contact one of your
local ¢ ouncillors.

WAGIN SPORTSGROUND

Do you want to find out what sport is going on locally A& we have everything from playgroup to stay
on your feet at the Wagin Sports ground. If you are looking for something that would suit you, give
us a call and we can tell you what is on, and when.

WAGIN CEMETERY SHELTER

The cemetery shelter is up but not complete (seeking quotes for inside walls) . Completion is
expected by end of the year 2019. Council also encourage s patrons to use the Western Side for
parking cars.

SATELLITE GROUND STATION

Work has commenced on a satellite ground station on the corner of Dongolocking Road. T  he
station will download information from satellites that pass over the station. The company is called

Cing ulan from Yass in NSW.

MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION LOT 1 NO 7 BALLAGIN STREET WAGIN

The Shire of Wagin received an application to use and/or develop land for the following purpose.

Location:

Lot 1 (No.7) Ballagin Street, Wagin

Proposal:

Installation of a new mobile phone base station on the abovementioned property including a new

30.26 metre high monopole tower and associated infrastructure for telecommunications purposes.

The proposed infrastructure will replace existing temporary approved mobile phone infrastructure
on the land to help significantly improve mobile phone coverage throughout the Wagin townsite.

At the Ordinary meeting of Council held on the 28 of May 2019 Council resolved to not approve
the above application and will continue to work wi th the proponents to discuss a suitable site.
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LOCAL QUILTERS SUCCESS

Congratulations go to Heather Jefferies and Sue Earnshaw

on taking out awards for their quilts entered in QuiltWest
recently. Heather was awarded two Highly Commended

and a fourt h place in the Professional category and Sue a
third in the Traditional ¢ ategory. QuiltWest is an annual
judged exhibition held in May by WAQA, (the Western
Australian Quilters & Association) at their annual Craft &
Quilt Fair held at Perth Convention and E  xhibition Centre.

SINGLE TOUCH PAYROLL PRESENTATION

If you have any queries about Single Touch Payroll or are
still wondering what to use then come along to a
presentation at the West Arthur CRC on Friday June 7 from
8.30-9.45am. This will be done by Da le Woodruff from
Byfields Narrogin, and the cost is $30 per person. A créche
can be supplied if required and is included in the charge.
RSVPS to the CRC appreciated on 9736 2000.

CWA BRING AND BUY

Please come along and support the local Darkan CWA at
their next Bring and Buy stall on June 18 from 10am to 2pm
outside Rarebits on Burrows café in Darkan. The CWA need
to raise $1000 to get their plumbing fixed and are in
financial straits and really need some community support.
If you have items to donat e to the stall you can contact ) N
Jane Hartnett on 0427 522 759 or Cherly Makin on quilt and Heather quilted it
0429 086 536.

Sue Earnshaw and Heather Jefferies with a
quilt they won third prize in the Traditional
Quilt section at Quiltwest. Sue made the

BOWLING FOR BOWELS

Everyone is invited to the carpet bowls afternoon on Wednesday June 19 at 2 pm at the West Arthur

CRC. This event is to promote and discuss the importance of bowel cancer screening and enjoy
sending a few bowls down the carpet. Physiotherapist, Pam Stockley, will be there to educate and

entertain with her information presentation and there will also be afternoon tea fi all thanks to
funding fro m Cancer Council WA. RSVP please to the CRC on 9736 2000 by Friday June 14 for
catering purposes.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE COURSE

The next First Aid Course in Darkan will be on  Saturday June 22 from 8.30am to 4.30pm. The cost is
$160 per person. Bookings are now open with places limited. Please contact the CRC on 9736
2000 to reserve a place.

ARVO BOOK CLUB

The next meeting of the West Arthur Community Resource Centre 0Arvo 6 Book Club is Thursday June
13 at 5pm. New members always welcome. We meet every eight weeks for one hour and enjoy
some refreshments as we discuss the novel. The cost is $30 per year. Enquires to the CRC on 9736
2000.

CHIROPRACTORN DARKAN
The Chiropractor @ next visit to Darkan is Wednesday June 19. Please call ~ &Chiropractic Firs tdin Collie
on 9734 4800 for appointments.
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Library
Lines J

Hi to all our Wagin Library & Gallery Patrons and friends

We have been very fortunate to receive lots of donated books during the last few weeks. Thank
you to all you generous souls out there. All donati ons are greatly appreciated.

People like to know what happens when they donate books. Perhaps a family member no longer

needs them, or you are just reclaiming your bookshelf space for new purchases. We treasure alll

our books, and would never throw them awa y . I f donations are in good
have the titles in our stock list, the books are accessioned and put on the shelves for library patrons

as new stock. (New enough to us folk in the Library anyway!)

If we already have a copy of the book on the shelf, we give it to our Friends of Wagin Library &
Gallery group and it becomes one of the many items available at our Book Sales o for 50c each.
(How many places can you buy a book for 50c these days!?)

All money raised through these Book Sales i s kept in trust by the Friends group and used to support
the Wagin Library & Gallery through the provision of extra resources to support items that help

people in our community support their love of reading. During the last year, the Friends group

purchas ed three book pillows, and donated them to Waratah Lodge, so that residents who were
experiencing difficulty holding on to heavier items could continue to enjoy reading their choice of
books.

Mike and Chris, two dedicated members of our Friends group, visi t the Library for one Saturday

morning every month @ usually around the middle of the month 0 to look after our Book Stall. In

finer weather, watch out for the tables out the front of the Library. However, now that winter is

here, i toés mora&l Il ifkiendg ttheati rytoruepi d duo inside the
Come in and be greeted by their friendly smiles.

Our next Book Sale will be held on Saturday 15th Ju
replenish your reading supplies an d want heaps of bargains. Last week, a couple who are

travelling around Australia in their caravan, came into the Library after hearing that we had

cheap books for sale. They ended up buying a grand total of thirty fiction books and reckoned

that might just last them until they got to the other side of the country.

Now, onto a differenttopic &1 6ve just finished reading an absol ut
middle primary age (and upwards!) readers, but who knew? Called Down the Rabbit Hole by

Peter Ab rahams , it came my way by typical library serendipity; it had been classified as an adult

fiction book, due to a brief review on t h#@mecover by
favourite. Astonishing. One wallopingdgwoddésusp&nsg
around for a book | hadndt read (one of the hazards
the blurb on the back soundeadadli kénisi dmi, ghhebehaade
young readerso6 caught mylnoteyoaeclassifpit owieturh, | taok itroeitn Bya

golly, I recommend it to anyone who is fond of a good mystery, and never mind that the

protagonist is only 13 years ol d. ltdéds at the circ

Looking forward to seeing you all ~ soon!

WAGIN LIBRARY & GALLERY OPENING TIMES

MONDAY: 2pm - 4pm THURSDAY10am & 12pm | 2pm 8 5pm
TUESDAY2pm & 5pm FRIDAY:1pm 0 5pm
WEDNESDAY210am & 12pm | 2pm & 5pm SATURDAY10am 6 12pm

Your Wagin Library & Gallery team: Stephanie, Grae me and Tina at 3 Tr ent Street, Wagin. Ph. 9861 1 247
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WAGIN DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

N\ \ / £ Providing an empowering environment for life-long learning

Staff Matters

We have a new principal,  Tracy Pickering . Tracy will commence on Monday, 17 June and comes
to us from Gingin District High School. She is very excited and looking forward to taking up th e
permanent position.

The Primary School Deputy position has been advertised. This is a fixed term position and will
commence at the start of Semester 2.

Thank you to Jo Abbott who supported staff in the Secondary Deputy role last week.

Assembly

Mrs Pocock and the students from Room 20 are to be congratulated for a wonderful assembly
held on Friday, 24 May. Random acts of kindness really do make the world a better place!

NAIDOC
Preparations for NAIDOC week continue with a parent/community members mee ting on Thursday
at 10.30am in the Al EO6s rooms. Aboriginal students

lessons on Friday afternoons from 1.20pm.
New iPads

20 new iPads have just arrived.  These will support our language program and Digital
Technol ogies/STEM programs in the Art Centre.

Grounds and Buildings

Gordon Grzyb, Maintenance Coordinator from Capital Works and Maintenance, visited us on
Monday, 27 May. During the visit Gordon made a commitment to remove some trees causing
structural damage to the surroundings, repairing cracks in the Admin block and repairing tree root
damage on the basketball courts. Some opportunities for joint funding of projects was also
discussed.

Conclusion

This really will be my last newsletter as my work at Wagin will finish on Friday, 14 June. | have
thoroughly enjoyed my time here. The staff, students and community have made me feel very

welcome and the experience of working at Wagin DHS is one that | will remember fondly. It has
been great to be a small part of the future of the school. You have a very well -resourced school,
with enthusiastic , hardworking staff, along with capable students and lots of parent support. With
everyone working together, your school has a very positive future. | wish everyone the v ery best of
luck.

Regards,

Steve Quartermaine
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Hockey Incursion

We are excited to announce that Rodney Johnson (Rocket), the Hockey Development Officer is
returning to visit all students in Pre Primary to Year 4 on Monday 10 & 17 June 2019. All hockey
equipment is supplied but students are reminded to wear appropriate enclosed running shoes to
participate

Girls Playing Footy

The girls had lots of laughs and enjoyed playing footy
with other girls from the district.
Thank you to Ms Bennsion, Ms Marlin and Emmaline
for taking our girls to Narrogin and also, a big thank
you to Shaun and Taaj for volunteering to umpire the
games.

Classroom Cash

Start collecting coupons!

The West Australian, The Weekend West and The
Sunday Times are giving Western Austr alian schools
the chance to WIN a share of $17,000 to help buy
resources needed to make learning so much more
engaging and fun!

An entry coupon will appear in The West Australian,
The Weekend West and The Sunday Times on
specified dates.

8 June 2019

9 June 2019

Book Fair

Over the last fortnight we held our annual Scholastic Book Fair
and it was a great success! We sold just over $4,000 worth of
books which was our target and we made roughly $1,300
commission .

With this commission we were able to take $300 worth of
books from the fair and add them to our shelves in the library.

The rest of the money will be kept in rewards points, to be
used throughout the year to purchase new and exciting titles

for the library to keep the  students engaged with reading

A big thank you to the parent volunteers who came in duri ng lunchtimes to help supervise. Y our
time was greatly appreciated. Also, the Student Councillors who were rostered on at lunch to man
the novelty stand did a fantastic job.

Finally, a big thank s to the wider school community and visitors to the fair. Without your support,
these events would not be a success.

For the first time this year, we will be running a second Book Fair in Term 4 so keep an eye out for
further details closer to the event.  In the meantime, happy reading!

Mrs Mango.
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PURPLE BRA DAY WITH BANKWEST WAGIN

This year the awesome team from Bankwest Wagin will be participating in Purple Bra Day on
Monday the 10 t of June to raise awareness for breast cancer research.

Every day, fo ur West Australian women are diagnosed with breast cancer. This impacts their lives
financially, emotionally and of course, physically. Breast Cancer Care WA provides our services to
any We st Australian, free of charge.

All money raised through IGA Purple  Bra Day events go directly to Breast Cancer Care WA, so the
money raised in Western Australia stays in Western Australia.

To help fundraise and participate in the event simply drop into Bankwest Wagin to purchase your
purple bra and other merchandise . Morning tea will also be provided hosting an array of purple
cakes and treats for your enjoyment.

Breast Cancer Care WA ensures that breast care nursing , counselling, financial and practical
support is available to anyone affected by breast cancer in Western A ustralia.

Thanks to the generosity of the Western Australian community, all services are free of charge and
tailored to meet the needs of each individual.

Your support will ensure families facing breastc ancer dondt have to go it

BABY BORN ATWAGIN HOSPITAL

A massive feat was reach ed last week for the Wagin hospital delivering it s first
new born in over 10 years. Wagi n | oc al Ni rano daeightél dgyla s
Nicole Gilbanks was b orn on Thursday the 30/05/2019 at 4:10 pm at a weight of

5 pound s13.

The family would like to give a massive  thanks to the nurses at Wagin Hospital
and our | ocal d octor Peter Van Maarseveen for the deli very of their
grand daughter. This is certainly one for the history books and a day the family
nor the doctors will ev er forget. Thanks again to everyone involved in this
remarkable day.

WAGIN RSL SUB BRANCI

Weekly Sundowners 5pm Friday Evenings

Social Evening with dinner 6pm last Friday of the mo nth. Phone 0488 977 322 for dinner
reservations.

New service or social members welcome

Clubrooms upper floor Community Building
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THE BLIGHT FAMILY WAGIN HISTORY
BY PHILIPBLIGHT

Good morning. For those who donét Phi
Blight. Our family has lived and farmed in the Piesseville area of nort h

Wagin for about 115 years. | was born in Narrogin and moved to the

family farm in 1960.

The earliest record of our family is of William Blight having been born

in Buckland Brewer in Devon England in 1774.

We were in Buckland Brewer in 2017 and were lucky to have a local

parishioner take us through the church and look for the record

books. Apparently, they had been taken elsewhere for storage. This

church is listed in the Doomsday Book census of 1066 and the

records have been there that long.

Benjamin Blig ht was born 6/11/1828 in Buckland Brewer and travelled

to Australia as an assisted passage sponsored by a William Wilson in

1855. He was listed as a Teamster and or ploughman on the

manifest. Ben took up employment in Tasmania as a farm labourer

fora MrJ Swan for wages of 30 pounds per half year plus keep.

He married Ann Russell in Tasmania in 1857. Ann had also come to

Australia under the assisted passage scheme. Soon after they moved to the Victorian gold fields town of

Clunes. They then went farminga 194 Acre farm at Pine Lodge which is near Shepparton Victoria.

My understanding is that they had seven children, but we have lost touch with all the other siblings and their
families.

Their youngest son Robert Russell Blight born in 1870 and married Mart  ha Jane Doney in Pine Lodge Victoria
Martha is from the Doney clan some of which are still farming in Harrismith.

They came to the WA goldfields about the mid 18906s.
The eldest of their nine kids, my grandfather Alfred Henry Phillip Blight was born in Menzies in 1899.

A brother to AHP, William Robert Alexander Blight was also born there. Bill being the father of Eric Blight, past
shire president of the Shire of Wagin. He married Myrtle (aunty Dolly) Fairhead.

Olive Edith Blight was born in 1903 and als o married a Fairhead and lived in Beverly W.A.

Arthur Benjamin Doney Blight was born in Woolgar in the W.A goldfields in 1905 perhaps just before they

took up land in Piesseville. He married Mary Nash from Piesseville and worked all his life in Norseman.

They must have thought farming a better prospect than mining and moved to the original farm at Piesseville

in 1905

Next was Isabelle who was born in Wagin in 1907. She died in a schoolyard accident in 1913 aged six. That

was at the Piesseville school, but the details are a bit hazy now.

Earnest Albert Blight was born in 1909 in Wagin/Piesseville. He married Doris Marshall. Uncle Ernie was a tank
driver in Egypt in the 2nd WW and then fought in the islands north of Australia. When he returned after the

war , he was granted a war service farm in Beverly. His son and Grandson Robert and Jamie are still farming
there.

Dorothy Grace Blight born 1913 married George Gable

Alice Jean Blight born in 1915. Married William Fuller. Locals will know Russel, Ken and Yvo nne who married
Allan Simpson. Their son Dean and grandson Clay all living in town.

Jessie Mildred Blight was born in 1916 in Wagin/Piesseville. She went on to marry Allan McKenzie Sattler of
Tarwonga and her sons John and Vern still farm there.

My grand father Alf snr married Alberta Jean Harris in 1924. She grew up first in Albany on a farm around

Lake Seppings and then in Piesseville. Dad refers to the block on the southwest edge of Piesseville as papa
Harrisds block. Her sisteofBenei ng Verna Evans, mothe
I'n that family background, are names |ike the McCor mackd
reputation of being smugglers around Cape Rich and Wellstead areas although what they were smuggling,

I dondt know. My Namnm tolfd emad eMceirrréesd and for years woul d h

her later years she went to a family reunion at Amelup and came back delighted to tell us that they were all
quite normal.
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Alf and Jean had five children, Ellen or Nel was born 1925 and was in the Narrogin newsagency all her

working life.

Aunty Phyl was next born in 1927. She married Bill Barron in Narrogin and currently resides in Karinya in

Narrogin. Aunty Phyl was an unfortunate victim of Polio in the late 1950s and has been in a whe elchair ever

since.

Aunty June was born 1929 and then Aunty Cess in 1932. She married Frank Weston. Many of you would

know him as he ran a bulldozing business for many years and would have cleared a lot of this country.

My Dad Alfred James Blight was born  in the middle of four sisters in 1928.

Going back a step. My grandfather Alf started his working life working for Ted Hill on the farm that Cam

Clifton has now and then in 1926 bought our farm ONeer al

from th e Bank on a lease purchase arrangement of 13.7.6 per year. It was about 1400 acres. Times would

have been hard as three years later the great depression hit. | recall that there was a meeting of his

creditors around then. Those creditors included the local Doctor, the Co -op and the Shire or roads board.

He must have survived.

Dad recalls that they had a stable of fifteen horses that worked in teams of four. In September they would

use the 4 -furrow plough (about 2 feet wide) to fallow the paddock. The fol lowing year they would cultivate

with a 6ft cultivator and then seed with a 7ft culti drill.

Harvest was done with a stripper and then put through a winnower to clean the seed. Most of the crop was

for stockfeed. Dad always disliked horses as he reckons hi s childhood was spent shovelling it into the horses

and then shovelling it away afterwards.

They also milked ten cows. The milk was put through a separator and the cream put on the train to the

Wagin Butter Factory. Apparently, it was managed by a Mr Bob D 0ig on a site about where the medical

centre is today.

Alf Snr was to young to go to the first world war and at 40 considered too old for the second. When the

bombing of Darwin happened the Volunteer Defence Corps was formed, and he joined and served in

Northam for three years. My Nan, Jean and kids ran the farm during that time.

At the end of the War with a bunch of teenagers they shifted to live in Narrogin. Dad was 17 at the time.

Pop Blight continued to run the farm and went back to Narrogin occasional ly.

Dad worked in the Narrogin cool drink factory Great Southern Refineries which was about where the Coles

carpark is now and became the manager in about 1955. By then he was also working weekends on the

farm.

Dad and Mum married in 1954. Mum was Grace Catherine Spragg from Popo.

They had five children, the eldest, Jen who married Chris Biddulph, and they are farming in West River near

Ravensthorpe. Kaye married to Joe Tracey a Geologist, Me, Wendy who married Kim Rose and farmed out

at Lake King for ma ny years before moving to Perth and Doug who married Karen Litis and runs his own

graphic design business in Perth.

In 1960 we moved out to the farm and we all went to school in Wagin.

As kids we often used to have to wait for a train to pass as we walked to the school bus. Usually a steam

train. A Diesel train was a real novelty. Now any train is a novelty.

We shared the school bus with the Carmody kids, the Hyde

Armstrongds from the west and sNedwhalsGplidmihs, ®atts, Wblkens,e c o mb e &

Gannaways®6, Warnockod6s, Spriggs, Cummings, and shared a b

Our Early school bus driver was Allan Ball for the main bus and Jim Evans then Trevor Watts on the West

Piesseville feeder bus that met  at Piesseville.

Jamie Blight in Beverly is the only other Blight that we know is related. We think that all the other Blights

around the country are from Cornwall and we have not been able to trace a connection.

So, of the Blights in Katanning, Ghowa ngerup, Highbury and Corrigin, if we are related it must be from back

in England in the early 1700s.

Through all of this the one thing that stands out is that we have never married into the Wagin clans of the
Spursd, Taylors, Hammersleyds or Balls etc.

I married Taryn Watts who is of the huge Watts clan around the Wandering Pingelly area. We have three

kids and currently seven, soon to be eight grandkids. Our son Allan has taken to farming and his son Ryan is
now the Sixth generation Blight on farm in W agin.

Long may that continue.
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WAGIN ENTRANT IN AUSTRALIAN RODEO QUEEN QUEST

The Australian Rodeo Queen Quest Inc. (formerly
known as the National Rodeo Queen Quest of
Australia) was founded in 1992 and adopted by the
National Rodeo Council of Australia (NRCA) after
recognizing a need to promote and encourage
young women into the heritage sport of Rodeo.

The quest empowers young rural women and
provides a fantastic opportunity to not only promote
the sport they love in Australia and overseas, but has
also proven to be a great confidence builder and in
many instances has opened the door to exciting new
possibilities. The final stages of the Quest take place
on the Gold Coast

Entrants take part in planned promotions and a
rigorous schedule over the course  of one week, where
they are judged on personality, appearance, and
horsemanship. Speeches, modelling, horsemanship
patterns, written examinations and interviews are all
examples of the types of activities where the judges
will score the entrants during th eir final week of

judging.
(From the Quest website
australianrodeoqueen.com.au)

Entrants must fundraise for their entrance fee and are
permitted to send the proceeds of their final event to
a charity of their personal choice.

¢ oy

v

Wagin has an entrant fort he 2020 Quest in Tahlia Hancock and
we would like to let Tahlia explain to us, in her own words, why
she wants to undertake the Australian Rodeo Queen Quest.

My name is Tahlia Hancock, | am 24 years old and reside in rural
Western Australia where | operat e Koru, my family owned
Animal/Wildlife Rescue.

| have been around the rodeo circuit most of my life. | quickly
grew to love this environment and the people. The friendships,
support and sportsmanship appealed to me even from a young
age-rodeo equralfsamidryd

| am competing in the Australian Rodeo Queen Quest as | feel |

can bring something new to the competition. | want people

with disabilities to see that they can achieve whatever they set

their minds to. The limitations we have are only those we place

. on ourselves. This quest gives me the opportunity to show

people that just because someone has a disability no matter
what it is, they are no different from anyone else with a dream
to follow.
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| am a below knee amputee and have many secondary
issues related to my amputation. | have had to endure many
complications and overcome all hurdles that have been
thrown in my way. | have had to work hard, accept my
limitations and at times research alternative ways of
achieving what | want to do, but | h ave and | keep setting
new goals for myself. | have had set backs but | just become
more determined to succeed when they arise, especially if
people who do not understand say | am not able to do it. |
am strong willed, have a huge sense of humour, a passio n for
horses, wildlife and V8 utes.

I am willing to work endlessly to promote rodeo and fundraise

at every possible opportunity. Of course | would LOVE to win
the title of Australian Rodeo Queen 2020 but most importantly

if | can encourage one person wit  h a disability to chase their
dream then my part in this quest has been successful. | will be
the best possible advocate for rodeo world wide if given the
opportunity.

Tahlia has already begun her fundraising campaign, with a
number of things taking plac e over the last few months.
However her big fundraiser is on over the June long weekend
when she hits the Mullewa Muster and Rodeo. We will follow Tahlia and bring you monthly updates about all
of her events, including her final fundraiser which will be fo r the Starlight Foundation. The Starlight Foundation
has been of great assistance to Tahlia and her family over the years as they have all learned to live with her
disability. If you wish to donate to Tahl i adybemadegttgaughf or
a secure account at Bankwest: Tahlia Hancock
BSB: 306033 Acc: 0114703

All photos on these pages feature
Tahlia in many aspects of her
involvement with Rodeo. They were
supplied by Tany a Hancock.




